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S14

• Points of Information (POIs)

• Instructions for the chairpersons 

& time-keeping  

• Logical fallacies & Pub Quiz

• Final countdown: final details

S15 = Self-study with teams

• Independent “mock” debate with 

your whole debate team! 

• Instructions in MyC / Week 9

S14 & S15
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Chosen debate topics, teams and roles for each 

team: This house believes that…

1) Yellow debate (Nov 14th): Human embryo gene editing should be illegal

PM Gov1 (Rainer), 2nd Gov (Khanh), 3rd Gov (Tuan)

Opp 1 (Sakari), Opp2 (Vadim), Opp 3 (Napat)

Chairperson: Harsh

2) Blue debate (Nov 14th): Marijuana should be legalized

PM Gov1 (Phuc), 2nd Gov (Aleksi), 3rd Gov (Harsh)

Opp 1 (Magnus), Opp 2 (Anton)

Chairperson: Rainer



Points of Information!



Points of Information

A point of information (POI) is a short interruption by a member of 

the nonspeaking team.

POIs are usually phrased as very short questions:

• Isn’t it true that…?

• How can you defend…?

The idea is to:

• distract the speaker

• break their rhythm

• point out inadequate evidence, contradictions in their team’s arguments, etc. 
(including pointing out any logical fallacies they might use…)

Keep them SHORT! 

Do NOT engage 

in back-and-forth 

disputes! 



• POIs can only be presented in the middle of the speech (the first minute and 

the conclusion/last minute is protected time)

The speaker who was interrupted with ”Point of Information!” has to 

acknowledge the interruption and either allow it or dismiss it

• You cannot proceed to present your POI without the speaker’s permission!

• Do not present follow-up questions without saying ” Point of Information” and 
without having been acknowledged by the speaker first!

• No disputes! You will get your turn to refute the other team’s point(s) during
your own speech(es)!

Points of Information – protected 
time



Points of Information – number of 
POIs allowed / expected
The speaker decides how to handle the POI that was offered

• The chairperson does not force anyone to answer anything…

• …But the speaker must accept at least 1 POI per speech if they are offered!

• See grading rubric – handling & presenting POIs is included in the grade

In our debates, only 2 POIs are allowed per speech

• If the opposing team has already used up 2 during a speech, further POIs during that
speech can and should simply be waved down (c.f. how Johan Båge did it in NDC) 

The chairperson should intervene in POIs only if

• the non-speaking team tries to present more than 2 POIs after the speaker has
already answered 2 POIs during that speech

• the POIs by the non-speaking team are excessively long and lead to disputes

No thank 

you!



The role of the Chairperson is vital 
to maintain control of the event
• They will be “chairing” the debate.

• They will first introduce the proposition of the debate

• They will introduce the teams and their members (by name).

• They will be the time-keeper, meaning they will ensure that each speaker sticks 

to their time (warn them after 3 min passed/60 seconds left (POI closes-sign), 

stop them (i.e. ask for closing lines) at exceeding by 30 secs at 4:30*). 

• In other words: The total time the speaker may have is 4 min, so POI are ok 

after 1:00, POI close at 3:00, stop speaker at 4:30 at the latest.

• *Note: Blue team, Govt 3rd speaker: 6 minutes max & 1 speech only!
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The role of the Chairperson is vital 
to maintain control of the event
• The chairperson might need to stop unwarranted interruptions by the opposing 

team during the speeches. Especially during the protected time of the first and 

last minute of each speaker's speech (=No POIs).

• Only 2 POIs are allowed per speech. The speaker needs to acknowledge the 

POI and then respond. If the opposing team tries more than 2 POIs per speech 

once the speaker has already responded to 2, the chairperson should help the 

speaker wave these down. 

• POIs have to be kept SHORT. The chairperson needs to intervene 

if they are too long!

• The chairperson will not be asked to vote on which was the winning team. They 

must remain neutral from beginning to end.
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Points of information – preparation 
(~15 min)
With your debate partner(s) on the same side as you (Govt. or Opp.)

•Try to anticipate the arguments or evidence the opposing side will use!

•Start to compile a list of (at least) ten questions to ask as POIs. 

•You will want each question to address a different aspect of your opponents’ arguments.

•Share your team’s POIs evenly

•Remember to keep them short! 

e.g. Topic is Nuclear energy

•POI: How can you say nuclear energy is safe when we have had so many nuclear accidents? (Safety)

•POI: Are we not going to run out of uranium in the near future? (Supply)



Chosen debate topics, teams and roles for each 

team: This house believes that…

1) Yellow debate (Nov 14th): Human embryo gene editing should be illegal

PM Gov1 (Rainer), 2nd Gov (Khanh), 3rd Gov (Tuan)

Opp 1 (Sakari), Opp2 (Vadim), Opp 3 (Napat)

Chairperson: Harsh

2) Blue debate (Nov 14th): Marijuana should be legalized

PM Gov1 (Phuc), 2nd Gov (Aleksi), 3rd Gov (Harsh)

Opp 1 (Magnus), Opp 2 (Anton)

Chairperson: Rainer



Logical fallacies



• Argumentation is based on 

rational thought that persuades

the audience

• Logical fallacies are statements

that might sound reasonable or

superficially true but are actually

flawed or dishonest

• They are mistakes of reasoning

(not necessarily factual

mistakes) 

Logical fallacies
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Logical Fallacies Infographics 



The ULTIMATE Logical Fallacies 
Pub Quiz (by Maurice Forget)



Logical fallacies (Quiz prep 15-20 min)

Step 1: Get into your debate teams (Yellow & Blue)

Step 2: Access your notes for HW Task: Logical fallacies (=Evenly divide the
no. of logical fallacies amongst yourselves (24)) 

Link to the infographic also available in MyC and at
https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/pdf/LogicalFallaciesInfographic_A3.pdf

Step 3: Explain your fallacies to your group. Try to come up with examples of 
your own*

If you finish early: Discuss which do you think are the most common
fallacies? 

https://yourlogicalfallacyis.com/pdf/LogicalFallaciesInfographic_A3.pdf


Logical fallacies: Quiz time!

• Watch the videos in your teams 

• You’ll have only one minute after each video to discuss what 

fallacy might exist in each video. Write your answers to the 

handout provided

• Most of the commercials could arguably contain more than one 

fallacy 

• Key provided afterwards – award points for the other team



Final countdown: Preparation 
for the final debates



On the day of the debate

• Go over your team’s position (points, refutations, etc.) to refresh your memories
and get geared up

Pre-debate 5 mins warm-up:

• Chairperson takes over; teams start debating; POIs from the opposing team (each
speaker needs to accept at least 1 POI during their speeches if they are offered) 

Debate ~45-55 mins:

• Audience questions

• Each team member shares immediate impressions of performance, audience & 
teacher respond by giving some of their own feedback based on their written
feedback

Post-debate 5-10 min cool-down:



During your debate – do not forget
• Definitions – Gov 1st (Prime minister) defines the terms of the debate (and Opp 1st disputes these if

necessary)

• Intros and conclusions – Each speaker needs an introduction/ opening line and a conclusion (summary
and concluding statement) for their speeches. RESTATE team opinion!

• Content – logos is not enough! Do not forget to include ethos (credibility) and pathos (appeal to emotion)

• Refutations – before presenting your own points!

• Signposting and linking arguments

– Is the structure of your speech clear? Logical progression between arguments and supporting
points/evidence?

– Use signposts and transitional phrases to show how one point relates to another

• Points of information (allowed during 2nd&3rd minutes only)

– Say “Point of information!”. The speaker you have interrupted needs to acknowledge you before you
can speak. Keep it short!!

– As a speaker, prepare for possible POIs



Course Assignment: Preparatory 
task on debate
Writing your Individual Speaker Outlines: an organized map of your 

speeches but not a transcript!

• Do not include all the words you are going to say

• Include supporting data

• Write only the first line of each main argument as topic sentences in a similar 
parallel form
• 1st claim: ”It has often been claimed that...; however, recent events in Ethiopia have proven otherwise...” 

• 2nd claim: ”It has been stated by the New York Times that...; nevertheless, we can demonstrate that...”

Check the individual speaker outlines posted in MyCourses: choose the correct 
one!



Continue honing your own 

arguments, and communicating 

with your partner(s) face-to -

face, via email/ social media, 

whatever works

Can you identify any logical 

fallacies in your own 

arguments? Should you use any?

Before the 14th…
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Mock debate: Practice a mock debate 

(on a different topic than your actual 

debate) with both sides of the team 

(Govt&Opp) -> Instructions in this 

week’s section in MyC; S15

Continue working with debate 

partner(s) on the same side as you on 

your debate content and strategy

Write out & deposit your individual 

speech outlines. Due Mon Nov 13th, 

at noon

Homework 
S14&S15
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See you next week! 
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