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Week Lecture Exercise dl Extended dl Topic

01 Feb 26 Mar 01 Mar 13 Introduction to CSS

02 Mar 04 Mar 08 Mar 20 Artificial societies & agent-based models 

03 Mar 11 Mar 15 Mar 27 Data & digital traces

04 Mar 18 Mar 22 Apr 03 Counting things & analysing text

05 Mar 25 Apr 05 Apr 17 Social networks: structure

06 Apr 08 * — Introduction to CSS project

— — — — Exams

07 Apr 22 Apr 26 May 08 Ethics, privacy, legal

— — — — Wappu

08 May 06 May 10* May 22 Agent-based models & emergence

09 May 13 May 19** May 29 Social networks: dynamics

10 May 20 May 24** Jun 05 Experiments & interventions at scale

                                                   *** Project deadline May 27
                                                   *** Bonus round
                                                   *** Only lecture questions
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reflection

The project aims at reinforcing your 
learning process by encouraging you 
to apply the skills and knowledge that 
you have learnt during the course to 
conduct meaningful data analysis in the 
context of a concrete computational 
social science problem.

Plus, the project serves to demonstrate 
- for us teachers and yourself - 
whether learning truly has occurred 
and how to continue your learning 
process after completing the course.

Previous
literature



Wikipedia documents the lives of millions of 
prominent individuals, such as journalists.

An important instance of Big Data.
   — shapes our frames of reference for 
relevant information [social power].
   — opens a window into the social 
construction of knowledge [social norms].
   — allows for connecting individuals to one 
another [social structures].

An accessible instance of Big Data.
   — well-structured data.
   — accessible via API.

An early instance of Big Data.
   — well-studied in the CSS literature.







Background information.



A summary text describes the life of an 
individual. Each text results from a social 
editing process [power, norms].



Connections to significant individuals 
in the life of an individual [structure].



Language editions tell about the 
importance of an individual and 
contain culture-bound viewpoints.



STRUCTURE

A

and

B

and
 

( C or D )

and

E

MAX 470 POINTS

D
Extended 

data analysis
200

E
Learning 

reflection
70

A
Article
review

100

B
Data

analysis
100

C
Extended

article
review

200

CHOOSE



Move to A+ to discuss 
project details.



Project deadline on May 27.

We do not consider late submissions.

We welcome questions, now and later.


