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- Defining the design problem is the basis of any design project
- To find a design solution, the design problem must be defined
- Problem definition is the first step in the design process

The aim of the design process is fo find ""a novel solution” to
the design problem

The aim of the research process is to find “the answer” to
the research problem

- The research problem should address a specific question

- The question should lead to new knowledge in the field of study

- This could be a new way of thinking, new applications of
knowledge, or further areas of research

- Important to avoid defining certain types of research problems

- Those that only lead to self-learning, and don't lead to any
new knowledge

- Those that don't ask the question “why?2”

- Those that only lead to “yes"” and “no’” answers

Itis also important to find a problem that is interesting, intriguing,
motivating...and offen challenging!
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qualitative research
quantitative research

reader with a picture

provide the
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The review of the literature checklist

1: Evidence of reading will always be
required in any research.

2: Researchers collect many facts but
then must select, organize and classify
findings intfo a coherent pattern.

3: Your framework will not only provide
a map of how the research will be
conducted and analysed but it will
also give you ideas about a structure
for your review.

4: Literature reviews should be
succinct and, as far as is possible in a
small study, should give a picture of
the state of knowledge and of major
questions in your topic area.

Though in a small study, it may not be
necessary to produce a full literature
review.

The aim s to produce a critical review,
not a list of everything you have read.

It will help you to draw together and
summarize facts and findings.

If you have been able to classify your
reading info groups, categories or under
headings, writing your review will be
relatively straightforward.

Judith Bell

methodology methods

methods

procedure
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A methodology is a collection (toolkit) of different methods (tools)
suitable for a particular type of research approach

Methodologies are different approaches used for research
- e.g. ethnography, historical research, etc.
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Research looks for data

intorms of a clear
statement of the
problem.
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