
Self-assessment 
 
Common European Framework of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching, assessment  (adapted) 

( available at    http://ebcl.eu.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/CEFR-all-scales-and-all-skills.pdf) 
 
Focus on writing (linguistic range, grammar and vocabulary) 

  
General description 

 
Written production (I can). 

Linguistic range: general & vocabulary range and 
grammar 

C2  
 

Can understand with ease virtually 
everything heard or read. Can 
summarise information from different 
spoken and written sources, 
reconstructing arguments and  
accounts in a coherent presentation. 
Can express him/herself 
spontaneously, very fluently and 
precisely, differentiating finer shades 
of meaning even in more complex 
situations.  
 

I can write clear, smoothly flowing 
text in an appropriate style.  I can 
write complex  letters, reports or 
articles, which present a case with 
an effective logical structure, which 
helps the recipient to notice and 
remember significant points. I can 
write summaries and reviews of 
professional or literary works.  
 

 Can exploit a comprehensive and reliable mastery of a 
very wide range of language to formulate thoughts 
precisely, give emphasis, differentiate and eliminate 
ambiguity. No signs of having to restrict what he/she 
wants to say.  
Has a good command of a very broad lexical repertoire 
including idiomatic expressions and colloquialisms; shows 
awareness of connotative levels of meaning. Consistently 
correct and appropriate use of vocabulary.  

C1 Can understand a wide range of 
demanding, longer texts, and 
recognise implicit meaning. Can 
express him/herself fluently and 
spontaneously without much obvious 
searching for expressions. Can use 
language flexibly and effectively for 
social, academic and professional 
purposes. Can produce clear, well-
structured, detailed text on complex 
subjects, showing controlled use of 
organisational patterns, connectors 
and cohesive devices. 

Can write clear, well-structured 
texts of complex subjects, 
underlining the relevant salient 
issues, expanding and  supporting 
points of view at some length with 
subsidiary points, reasons and 
relevant examples, and rounding 
off with an appropriate conclusion.  
 
 

Can select an appropriate formulation from a broad 
range of language to express him/herself clearly, without 
having to restrict what he/she wants to say.  
Occasional minor slips, but no significant vocabulary 
errors.  
 
Consistently maintains a high degree of grammatical 
accuracy; errors are rare and difficult to spot.  
 
 

B2 Can understand the main ideas of 
complex text on both concrete and 
abstract topics, including technical 
discussions in his/her field of 
specialisation. Can interact with a 
degree of fluency and spontaneity 
that makes regular interaction with 
native speakers quite possible without 
strain for either party. Can produce 

I can write clear, detailed text on a 
wide range of subjects related to 
my interests. I can write an essay 
or report, passing on information 
or giving reasons in support of or 
against a particular point of view.  
 
 

Can express him/herself clearly and without much sign of 
having to restrict what he/she wants to say. / Has a 
sufficient range of language to be able to give clear 
descriptions, express viewpoints and develop arguments 
without much conspicuous searching for words, using 
some complex sentence forms to do so. 
 
Has a good range of vocabulary for matters connected to 
his field and most general topics? Can vary formulation to 
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clear, detailed text on a wide range of 
subjects and explain a viewpoint on a 
topical issue giving the advantages 
and disadvantages of various options.  
 
 

avoid frequent repetition, but lexical gaps can still cause 
hesitation and circumlocution.   
Lexical accuracy is generally high, though some confusion 
and incorrect word choice does occur without hindering 
communication. 
 
Good grammatical control. Occasional "slips" or non-
systematic errors and minor flaws in sentence structure 
may still occur, but they are rare and can often be 
corected in retrospect.  / Shows a relatively high degree 
of grammatical control. Does not make mistakes which 
lead to misunderstanding. 

B1  
 

Can understand the main points of 
clear standard input on familiar 
matters regularly  encountered in 
work, school, leisure, etc. Can 
dealwith most situations likely to arise 
whilst travelling in an area where the 
language is spoken. Can produce 
simple connected text on topics, 
which are familiar, or of personal 
interest. Can describe experiences 
and events, dreams, hopes & 
ambitions and briefly give reasons and 
explanations for opinions and plans.  
 
 

Can write straightforward 
connected texts on a range of 
familiar subjects within his field of 
interest, by linking a series of 
shorter discrete elements into a 
linear sequence.  
 

Has enough language to get by, with sufficient vocabulary 
to express him/herself with some hesitation  
and circumlocutions on topics such as family, hobbies 
and interests, work, travel, and current events, but lexical  
limitations cause repetition and even difficulty with 
formulation at times.  
 
Has a sufficient vocabulary to express him/herself with 
some circumlocutions on most topics pertinent to his 
everyday life such as family, hobbies and interests, work, 
travel, and current events. Shows good control of 
elementary vocabulary but maj 
or errors still occur when expressing more complex 
thoughts or handling unfamiliar topics and situations 
  
Communicates with reasonable accuracy in familiar 
contexts; generally good control though with noticeable  
mother tongue influence. Errors occur, but it is clear 
what he/she is trying to express.  
Uses reasonably accurately a repertoire of frequently 
used "routines" and patterns associated with more 
predictable situations.  

 
   Adapted from , available at    http://ebcl.eu.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/CEFR-all-scales-and-all-skills.pdf 
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