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Activism

“The policy or action of using vigorous campaigning to bring about political or social
change.” (Oxford dictionary, 2018)



Urban activism

Activism, grassroots: Shaping urban dynamics (Castells 1983, Mayer 2006, 2013)
Contemporary activism and its relationships with authority (Mayer 2013)

“Fordism and its crisis: the politicized opposition of the 1960s—1970s”

“Roll-back neoliberalization: the transformation of relations between urban movements
and the state in the 1980s”

“Roll-out neoliberalization: fragmented movement milieus of the 1990s”

“First climax of neoliberalization: movements against the neoliberalizing city in the
2000s”

Change towards more pragmatic and professionalized forms of activism (Chatterton and
Pickerill 2010)



Design activism

When did the talk started? (Fuad-Luke, 2009; Julier 2011; Thorpe 2012; Markussen 2013;
Berglund 2013)

However, the starting point can be traced back to the mid XIX (Julier, 2011)
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Design activism

“Design thinking, imagination and practice applied knowingly or unknowingly to create a
counter-narrative aimed at generating and balancing positive social, institutional,
environmental and economic change” (Fuad-Luke, 2009)

Material and aesthetic interventions which create frictions or revelations (Markussen 2013)

”affirms the world as it is, embracing contingency and complexity as fundamental”
(Berglund, 2013)

”collaboration rather than persuasion” (Lenskjold, Olander, Hasle, 2015)



Design activism

More generative than opposing (Thorpe 2012) Generative and/ or opposing (Fuad-Luke
2015)

Changing from within or outside existing institutions?

Design activism acts on design cultures formed within neoliberal frameworks (Julier 2013)

“minor design activism...works from within hegemonic public institutions and agendas.”
(Lenskjold, Olander, Hasle, 2015)



Activism in the Helsinki context

Two benchmarks: Helsinki European Capital of
Culture (2000), World Design Capital (2012)

Finnish culture: Talkoot (working collectively),

UUSI HELSINKI?
DET NYA HELSINGFORS?

NGO’s proliferation e

olikaperspektio | 11 Views
)i en sta | ona City
| Unfolding
B
o
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Ideas behind: Creative cities



Dodo

Finnish non-governmental urban
environmental organization
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Photos from Dodo’s flickr account: Up left: Sasa Tkalcan, Down left: Maria Nordlund, Right: Kirmo Kivela



Dodo and design activism

“only a few of the protagonist ...actually used the term”

”1t should also be noted that among the "doers” in this nexus are plenty of researchers,
writers, and artists who are engaged in activism through documentation of their own.”
(Berglund, 2013)
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Critical perspectives and questions

Hero activist figure or community efforts?

“More worrying is a creeping cult of the (eco)celebrity over the social movement activist,
where willing activists are used as spokespeople by the media, sanitised and packaged for
the public.” (Chatterton 2010)

Doing good or widening the gap?
“they will remain meaningless as long as they do not address the basic conflict between

privileged city users on the one side and growing ‘advanced marginality’ on the other”
(Mayer 2013)
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Public innovation labs and activism?
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Adapted 4 orders of design, see Richard Buchanan (1999) Design Research and New Learning, Design Issues 17 (14).
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Publlc innovation labs in Latin Amerlca
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In Uruguay, the municipal lab of
Montevideo, the capital (2017-).

Started by the division “Montevideo
sustainable and intelligent” and in
relation to the project Civic innovation.
Currently the lab is part of the
“participation” division.

The lab engages with citizens initiatives, it
maps them and support some.



http://www.montevideo.gub.uy/node/41513
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In Colombia, the municipal lab from 7RG ‘ '
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‘LABORATORIO DE INNOVACION CIUDADANA
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Governor of Narifio promoted Open
Government, and started the lab which
was also connected to the Civic
innovation project.

They worked with different actors and
topics, such as indigenous knowledge and
peace after the Colombian armed conflict.



https://www.innovacionciudadana.org/la-renovacion-de-la-esperanza-una-mirada-al-labicxlapaz/
https://www.innovacionciudadana.org/laboratorio-de-innovacion-ciudadana-por-la-paz-en-colombia/

Who?
Wh at’p GOVERNMENT

Design serving the state and municipalities in policy-making
How?

& implementation, planning and provisioning of public
Why?

Public innovation labs

CIVIL SOCIETY

Design as form of activism
and citizen empowerment

“GOVERNMENTALITY”

How we are being governed through design in everyday life;
designs as embodiments of policies and governance




Readings

Arnstein, S. (1969) ‘A Ladder of Citizen Participation’, Journal of American Institute of Planners, 35 (4): 216-225.

Berglund, E., (2016) Impossible maybe, perhaps quite likely., in: The Routledge Companion to Design Studies. Penny Sparke & Fiona Fisher.

Berglund, E. (2013) Design as activism in Helsinki, Notes from the World Design Capital 2012. Design and Culture: The Journal of Design Studies Forum, 5:2, 195-214.
Carpentier, N. (2016) ‘Beyond the Ladder of Participation: An analytical toolkit for the critical analysis of participatory media processes,” Javnost - The Public, 23(1) 70-88.
Castells, M. (1983) The city and the grassroots, A cross-cultural theory of urban social movements. Edward Arnold

Chatterton, P., Pickerill, J., (2010) Everyday activism and transitions towards post-capitalist worlds: Everyday activism and transitions towards post-capitalist worlds. Transactions of the Institute of
British Geographers 35, 475-490. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1475-5661.2010.00396.x

Fezer, J. (2010) Design for a Post-Neoliberal City. e-flux journal.

Fuad-Luke, A. (2009) Design activism: beautiful strangeness for a sustainable world. Earthscan, London ; Sterling, VA.

Fuad-Luke, A., Hirscher, A.-L., & Moebus, K. (2015) Agents of Alternative. Re-designing our realities. Berlin: AoA

Julier, G., (2011) Political Economies of design activism and the public sector. Presented at the Nordic Design Research Conference 2011, Helsinki.

Julier, G. (2013) From Design Culture to Design Activism. Design and Culture 5, 215-236. https://doi.org/10.2752/175470813X13638640370814

Lenskjold, T. U., Olander, S., & Halse, J. (2015). Minor design activism: prompting change from within. Design Issues, 31(4), 67-78.

Mayer, M. (2006) Manuel Castells’ The city and the grassroots. International journal of urban and regional research 30 (1) 202-206

Mayer, M. (2013) First world urban activism, City, 17:1, 5-19

Méaenpéaa, P. & Faehnle, M. (2017) Civic activism as a resource for cities. Helsinki Quarterly 1/2017. http://www.kvartti.fi/en/articles/civic-activism-resource-cities
Markussen, T. (2013) The disruptive aesthetics of design activism: Enacting design between art and politics. Design Issues 2013. Volume 29. Issue 1. MIT Press

Markussen, T. (2017) Disentangling “the social” in social design’s engagement with the public realm. CoDesign 13, 160-174. https://doi.org/10.1080/15710882.2017.1355001

Thorpe, A. (2012) Architecture and design versus consumerism: how design activism confronts growth. Earthscan, Abingdon, Oxon ; New York.


https://doi.org/10.2752/175470813X13638640370814

