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Basic 
Terminology



Supervisor (valvoja)
Faculty member following your progress with 
the thesis project. Is often also your 
advisor. Markku, Antti, Miikka, Matti, Kai, 
Teemu, Andres, Lily or other faculty member. 

Advisor (ohjaaja)
Someone helping you to do the job. You must 
have at least one: from the department and/or 
outside. To find the advisor is your job – we 
will help. We pay an external advisor for 10 h.



MA thesis Seminar
Weekly seminar (Sep – Dec, Jan – May).
With Markku (afternoon) & Teemu (evening)
Non-stop: you may start at any time.

7 + 2 + 1 rule
10 times attending (any year) including:

●1st presentation: thesis idea – 1 A4 (10 min)
●2nd presentation: TOC + 1 chapter (20 min)
●1 opponent of someone’s 2nd presentation



Thesis Presentation

When you have submitted your thesis work
there will be a public presentation of it for the
evaluators and whoever will come. 

One hour for each work: 20 minutes 
presentation + 40 minutes discussion. Often 
very much like your 2nd presentation.

Most likely online due to the Corona situation



Evaluators 
2 experts named by the evaluation board. 
You may propose these to your supervisor.
The evaluators will give comments and will 
propose a grade (0–5) for the evaluation 
board.

Evaluation Board 
4–6 faculty members. The Board guarantees 
that the evaluation process is fair. Makes a 
decision on the final grade.



Good to know



Workload of the MA thesis work
30 ECTS = 810 hours = 22 weeks (full time)

Whom to trust?
Markku, Antti, Matti, Miikka, Teemu, Pipsa, 
Sebastian, Andres, Lily or other faculty 
members. Meri Karjalainen deals with the 
practical graduation processes – let her know 
in time when you intend to graduate.



10+10+10=30

Starting from fall 2020 you'll get the thesis 
credits in three parts:
• After the first presentation (10 ECTS)
• After the second presentation (10 ECTS)
• When the thesis is accepted (10 ECTS)

Ask Markku or Teemu to submit the credits, 
just to make sure we won't forget.



Written part of the thesis

Presents your work and is a proof that you 
know what you are talking about.

Is not primarily a “piece of art” but an 
“academic” work demonstrating your higher 
level thinking and meta-skills (reflection). 

Is written for the Academia (the World), must 
come with references etc.



Academic writing course

Choose one based on your thesis language
• Academic Writing, 3 cr
• Tieteellinen kirjoittaminen maisteriopiskelijalle, 3 cr

The courses support your thesis work, so you need to have 
your topic and some text already in order to take them

Organized by the language centre



Submitting the thesis

No more printed copies required – we won't support the 
printing costs either. The format is PDF, or PDF/A to be 
precise.

Use the eAge system for submitting the work

Get permission from your supervisor and advisor(s) before 
doing anything

Deadlines usually four times a year (2 fall, 2 spring)



Maturity test?

Am I supposed to take some test? When? How? Help!

The maturity test used to be a separate test, but nowadays 
your thesis abstract is it.

Use the Aalto thesis abstract template as a starting point or 
as is (see the Materials page). You need the abstract as a 
separate file in any case.



Turnitin originality check

Your thesis has to be automatically checked for 
plagiarism using the Turnitin system. Use 
Turnitin before submitting the thesis for 
evaluation.

See the "Materials" page for a link.



Thesis evaluation criteria

A matrix, your evaluators will use to evaluate 
your thesis.

Can be used to set your own objectives.

Not filled in by the evaluators / delivered to 
you as a such — evaluators write a 
statement.








