
In the course of the seminar “Perception & Traffic,” led by Lucius Burckhardt and Helmut 
Holzapfel in 1991, people walked along a busy road, holding windshields in front of their 
faces. The lack of the protective shell of a car prompted a peculiar perception of “place.” 
Photo: Bertram Weisshaar

“The ZEBRAcrossing”—during a stroll through Kassel in 1993, the available zebra and intersection 
light crossings were ignored. Use was made instead of a portable striped zebra carpet (Gerhard Lang), 
rolled out so as to allow a six-lane highway to be crossed at any selected spot. The action drew 
attention to the disappropriation of city dwellers’ right to walk. Photo: Angela Siever

In 1987, “The Voyage to Tahiti” led to an 
abandoned military training area in Kassel. 
During the walk, an actor read aloud texts by 
George Forster, who was on Tahiti with Captain 
Cook in 1772. This served as a soundtrack 
while people gazed upon the Dönche Nature 
Reserve, a place for which the descriptions of a 
paradise isle were equally apt. 
Photo: Klaus Hoppe
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Lucius Burckhardt (March 12, 1925 in Davos – August 26, 2003 in Basel) was a Swiss sociologist and economist. He was 
an important thinker in Architectural theory and Designtheory and the founder of strollology. He was corresponding member of German 
Academy for Urban and Regional Spatial Planning, Chevalier dans l’ordre des Arts et des Lettres, member of the Foundation Committee of 
Saar University of Visual Arts from 1987 to 1989, and founding dean of the Design Faculty at the Bauhaus University in Weimar, from 1992 
to 1994. In 1994, his work was awarded with the Hessian Culture Prize for outstanding achievements in the realms of science, ecology, and 
aesthetics, the 1995 Federal Prize for Design Promoters, and the Swiss Design Prize 2001.
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