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AALTO-YLIOPISTON KAUPPAKORKEAKOULU
KANSAINVÄLISET SOPIMUKSET 32D25100 6 ECTS cr / 4 cr 
Matti Rudanko

OHJEITA CASE-TEHTÄVIEN SUORITTAMISEEN
1. Types of Cases / Settings 
The assignments are of three types: (1) judicial cases, (2) documents and (3) essays. 
(1) Case type assignments focus most often on the question whether the contractual performance by a party to the contracts fulfils the requirements set by the contract or other applicable standards. There may also be a dissension between parties about what has been agreed on, e.g. in a contract on the provision of investment services, or whether anything has been agreed on at all or how their business relationship has developed in other respects. 

Assignments like this can be solved e.g. by dividing the group into two or more parties representing each one of the dissenting parties and, in need, an outside consult, conciliator or judge, the supervisory authority and (when there is a criminal offense involved) the public prosecutor. If a trial in a court is needed, a party having claims against another is called in legal terms the plaintiff (claimant), and the opposite party in turn the defendant. The claims are presented in a written case (or action), to which the other party usually gives his / her reply. In a lawsuit, both parties are often at the same time both plaintiffs and defendants in relation to each other. 
In the presentation, the parties can present their written memoranda / actions / replies supporting their views. These writings should contain (a) possible claims against the other party and (b) grounds of the claims. The conciliator / judge (if any) in turn gives his / her (proposal for the) decision on the case, containing an opinion on all claims and the reasoning in support of the decision. A supervising authority, like the Finnish Financial Supervisory Authority, when involved, may also present market claims and orders in the case. 
The decision usually contains (a) a brief report on the facts that seem credible judged by the versions of the parties that often conflict with one another, (b) the legal rules applicable (if any) and (c) the decision with a view on which claims should be accepted or, on the contrary, dismissed. Finally, as a conclusion, the obligations of the parties to be fulfilled could be summarized if sufficient information for that is given in the case description. This summary ascertains the total pecuniary amounts payable by the parties to each other when possible, or contains another kind of legal assessment of their business relationship. 
(2) In document assignments the work group drafts a legal document related to market transactions, e.g. a contract or a single contractual term. The work group can present in a brief memorandum the actual theory (e.g. contract law, competition law or company law) needed to back their proposition of the document, as well as weigh possible alternative wordings against each other. The internal division of tasks – related both to preparing the draft and presenting it – in the group is to be designed freely in terms of expediency. 

(3) Essay assignments consist of drafting a memorandum type writing on the given question pertaining to contracting transaction, on the outline of the legal environment or on planning of business strategies by legal means. No bibliography, source references or other scientific documentation are necessary; in need references to quoted laws, directives or other pivotal norms may be added. – The different tasks pertaining to the performance could be divided freely case by case among the group in these assignments, too. 
2. Working in the groups and division in groups 
The exercises are designed with an intention to involve about the same amount of preparatory work each and to be equally demanding. Because of that the division in groups could perhaps be based on alphabetical order of names. The members of each group are requested to take contact with other members of the group and to find out together how to perform the exercise. 
The group division as well as the contact information of the participants will appear on a separate subpage (Work Groups) of the course. Each participant should check his / her own data and notify possible errors therein to facilitate communication between one another. 
