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Basic
ResultsDescriptionCSSName

SelectorUniversal * Select all elements a b c d

SelectorType div Select elements of that type
Select div elements a div c div

SelectorClass .c Select elements with that class
Select elements with the c class .a .b .c .d

SelectorId #i
Select elements with that id
Select elements with the i id
*It is best practice to not use ids in CSS

#a #b #i #d

Combination
ResultsDescriptionCSSName

SelectorDescendant div a
Select elements that are 
descendants of the first 
element
Select anchors that are inside a div

div

a b

a c a d

SelectorDirect Child div > a
Select elements that are direct 
children of the first element
Select anchors that are direct children of 
a div

div

a b

a c a d

Selector
General Sibling div ~ a

Select elements that are 
siblings of the first element 
and come after the first 
element
Selects all anchors that are siblings of a 
div and come after the div

a div a a

Selector
Adjacent Sibling div + a

Select elements that are 
siblings of the first element 
and come directly after the 
first element
Selects all anchors that are siblings of a 
div and come directly after the div

a div a a

SelectorOr div, a
Select elements that match 
any selector in the list
Selects all anchors and all divs

a div a b

SelectorAnd div.c
Select elements that match all 
the selector combinations
Selects all divs with the class c

.a div.c .c div



Attribute
ResultsDescriptionCSSName

AttributeHas [a]
Select elements that have that 
attribute
Select elements with the a attribute

[a] [a=”1”] [c] d

AttributeExact [a=”1”]
Select elements that have that 
attribute with exactly that 
value
Select elements with the a attribute with 
a value of 1

[a] [a=”1”] [c] d

AttributeBegins With [a^=”1”]
Select elements that have that 
attribute which start with that 
value
Select elements with the a attribute with 
a value that starts with 1

[a=”12”] [a=”21”]

AttributeEnds With [a$=”1”]
Select elements that have that 
attribute which end with that 
value
Select elements with the a attribute with 
a value that ends with 1

[a=”12”] [a=”21”]

AttributeSubstring [a*=”1”]
Select elements that have that 
attribute which contain that 
value anywhere
Select elements with the a attribute with 
a value that contains a 1

[a=”12”] [a=”21”]

Pseudo Element
ResultsDescriptionCSSName

SelectorBefore div::before
Creates an empty element 
directly before the children of 
selected element

div

before c after

SelectorAfter div::after
Creates an empty element 
directly after the children of 
selected element

div

before c after

StatePseudo Class 
DescriptionCSSName

SelectorHover button:hover
Select elements that are 
hovered by the mouse
Select buttons that are being hovered

SelectorFocus button:focus

Select elements that are 
focused.
Select buttons that are being focused
*Focus is set by either tabbing to an 
element or clicking an element such as a 
button or anchor tag

SelectorRequired input:required Select inputs that are required
Select inputs with the required attribute

SelectorChecked input:checked
Select checkboxes/radio 
buttons that are checked
Select inputs that are checked

SelectorDisabled input:disabled Select inputs that are disabled
Select inputs with the disabled attribute



Position/OtherPseudo Class 
ResultsDescriptionCSSName

SelectorFirst Child a:first-child
Select elements that are the 
first child inside a container
Select anchors that are the first child

div div

a b b a

SelectorLast Child a:last-child
Select elements that are the 
last child inside a container
Select anchors that are the last child

div div

a b b a

SelectorNth Child a:nth-child(2n)
Select elements that are the 
nth child inside a container 
based on the formula
Select anchors that are even numbered 
children

div

a a b a

Selector
Nth Last Child a:nth-last-child(3)

Select elements that are the 
nth child inside a container 
based on the formula counting 
from the end
Select anchors that are the third to last 
child

div

a a b a

SelectorOnly Child a:only-child
Select elements that are the 
only child inside a container
Select anchors that are the only child

div div

a b a

SelectorFirst Of Type a:first-of-type
Select elements that are the 
first of a type inside a 
container
Select the first anchor in a container

div

b a a b

SelectorLast Of Type a:last-of-type
Select elements that are the 
last of a type inside a 
container
Select the last anchor in a container

div

b a a b

SelectorNth Of Type a:nth-of-type(2n)
Select elements that are the 
nth of a type inside a container 
based on the formula
Select every second anchor

div

b a a b

Selector
Nth Last Of 
Type 

a:nth-last-of-type(2)
Select elements that are the 
nth of a type inside a container 
based on the formula counting 
from the end
Select the second to last anchor

div

b a a b

SelectorOnly Of Type a:only-of-type
Select elements that are the 
only of a type inside a 
container
Select anchors that are the only anchor in 
a container

div

b b a b

SelectorNot a:not(.c)
Select all elements that do not 
match the selector inside the 
not selector
Select all anchor tags that do not have 
the c class

b a.c a a.d


