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Today
How I ended up in Vuosaari

The nature of the urban – Meri-Rastila forest

The nature of the urban – self-built homes

Ports and harbours

Infrastructures
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Hanna K. Vainio

https://narratiimi.
wordpress.com/n
arratiimi-briefly-
in-english/

- Less walking 
alone than walking 
together while 
telling stories

https://narratiimi.wordpress.com/narratiimi-briefly-in-english/
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Hanna writes in Skutsi Huutaa, “How we ended up in the woods with Eeva”
We were talking about storytelling … We decided to pursue our idea [to do a storytelling project] in the form 
of walks, and to head for Eastern Helsinki’s forest areas, then facing many planning developments. … We 
wanted the materials from our walks to be published in sound and text.

We gave ourselves a name: Narra-team. The first walk was on Finnish mothers’ day, 8th May.
In the woods we’re reflected on many things: cities and their growth, the environment and the climate, 
residents’ needs, animals’ needs, parks and forests, art and its meaning, storytelling, humanity and making 
things simpler… One key question … was how people experience their environment (including a home town) 
and the changes that occur in it. How should we deal with them?

Each planning decision is followed by considerable transformation. With that in mind I remember watching 
the first steps of the new Koirasaarentie development in the summer of 2014, when a gash had been made 
in the rock to insert a road and the forest been evened out. I returned with Narratiimi in 2016 and found 
human life to have moved in - residents, brand new bus shelters and road signs. More under construction. 
Also the old villas of Kruunuvuori that we were headed for are being replaced. Indeed, people want to move 
to Helsinki. Why shouldn’t they, it’s the best place to live, as a twenty-something woman among our group of 
walkers noted.

It can be easy to talk about change and its mental atmospheres while walking. It can also be hard. At least 
on the move the rhythm of one’s thinking is different. There was plenty of worry and frustration in the talk, but 
still more of berry picking stories and the wonders of the forest.
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Tiili- ja rakennuselementtitehdas Oy Saseka Ab:n omistamaa aluetta rakennetaan
https://www.helsinkikuvia.fi/collection/457/?rid=6325
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TREW, Christoph Jakob (1695-1769) and Benedict 
Christian VOGEL (1745-1825) Plantae Selectae

https://www.riverrunbooks.com/pages/books/401774/christoph-jakob-trew-
benedict-christian-vogel/plantae-selectae
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https://vihreatsylit.fi/en/vuosaarenhuippu/

The hills has many interesting features, including a small marshy 
pond, a rocky valley and “planted” stumps. There is even a field 
of wild strawberries. The natural plants have been gathered from 
the coast, and cuttings have been taken from them. The rocks 
come from various construction sites around Helsinki.

https://vihreatsylit.fi/en/vuosaarenhuippu/
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Henrik Ernstson and Sverker Sörlin (eds) Grounding Urban 
Natures: Histories and Futures of Urban Ecologies. Cambridge: MIT 
Press, 2019.

“If there is anything that the rich traditions of urban 
studies, critical environmental studies, and environmental 
history has shown, it is that place and time matter for how 
things play out.”
P. 3.



Thanks!
• Info on the landfill 

https://vihreatsylit.fi/en/vuosaarenhuippu/
• Also for the pictures by Cindy Kohtala and 

Hanna Vainio
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