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Documentary in the interdisciplinary contexts of  
art and broadcast documentary can include 
	
  
	
  
	
  



Filmmaker-participant-viewer relationship 

> How to show images?  
> How to be see? 
	
  

> How to read images? 
	
  



Documentary reflexivity 
> Arises from Direct Cinema movement in the 1960 
> Incorporates filmmaking process  
	
  



The problem of documentary ethics 

> Responsibility of filmmakers and artists  
> Obligation of viewers  
	
  

> “Humanitarian commodities” 
	
  



Method 

> Scholarship 

> Film practice 
	
  

> Curating	
  



Aims 

  

> Shift of discourse from reflexive filmmaking to 
 reflexive viewing 
	
  

> Cultivating reflexive not empathic viewing cultures	
  



Meeting the Man: James Baldwin in Paris 
 Directed by Terence Dixon  

United Kingdom / France, 1970 
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On the Tenderness of Men (2020 – ongoing) 
 

Essay film 



[insert 2 min video] 



Empathy and its challenges 

> Empathy in art: a renaissance?	
  













> What can art learn from documentary? 



Empathy, the term 

> In use since 1909 : empathy by Titchener 	
  

> Earlier roots in German aesthetic theory:  
Einfühlung by Vischer	
  

> In Empathy Studies;  
different meanings in different fields 	
  
	
  



Empathy, the core problem 

> Distinguishing between self & other	
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Empathy, the core problem 

> Distinguishing between self & other	
  
> Ideals of Romantic era lead to nationalism 
 in Europe, ca. 1798 - 1837 
> “synthetic intimacy”	
  

> Gestured politics	
  
> Cinema of liberalism	
  
	
  
> Benefits only the artists and institutions	
  
> Reduces on-screen others as  
“experts of their own distress”	
  



UNSETTLING HIERARCHIES 

Multivocalness 
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