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an awareness of shared interests, 
objectives, standards, and 
sympathies creating a psychological 
sense of unity

solidarity
/ˌsɒlɪˈdarɪti/

noun
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Political 
Design

Lu

Democracy

Institutional 
Change

Development 

Equality

Feminism

“Vaalikone” -  Voting advice application
https://yle.fi/uutiset/3-11922785

Social Justice



https://www.openspacebkk.com/blog/2017/11/15/pa-baan-mankong-community-space

“...is the way that people living 
in groups make decisions.”

Politics

Design is always 
“political”

Children participating in a community space making workshop in Bangkok

- Who are the decision makers
- How do they decide
- Where will the decision impact 

on



YouTube’s auto captions consistently performed better on 

male voices than female voice (t(47) = -2.7, p < 0.01)

Rachael Tatman, “Gender and Dialect Bias in YouTube's Automatic Captions” 

Biased design can further block 
already-disadvantaged groups’ capabilities.

Individual’s Experience & 
Intersectionality

YouTube has significant difference in WER between races, 

while both are more accurate for Caucasian speakers 



Does solidarity only arise from the 
homogeneity of individuals (e.g., 
positioning, identity, values)?

Political Design for Solidarity

No.

A basic intersectionality model 

https://iwda.org.au/what-does-intersectional-feminism-actually-mean/

Design can 
- help position oneself factually
- stimulate meaningful 

conversations



Possible Design Idea (Instrument for Experiential Learning) 

In this café, “region” and “gender” are 
assigned randomly upon order.

Drinkable Gap

Visitor pays:

- price of coffee in local currency
- hours with minimum wage work from 

the assigned region
- extra hours of unpaid care work based 

proportionally on the assigned gender

Possible usage scenario:

- experiential learning
- encourage revisit to update the view



How shall we reclaim solidarity?



Cultural Solidarity
Dina

Sustainability

Diversity

Empowerment

Identity

Development

Mental well-being

Petrykivka decorative paintings,
Closed factory of local crafts

ph. Mariya Savoskula, Serhiy Korovainyi 



Culture diversity and Sustainable development

Social

Environmental Economic

Inclusivity

Equality

Identity

Mental well-being 
Empathy

Biodiversity

Natural sources

Empowerment

Employment

Intellectual 
property

Cross-generational 
connection

Profit



Threats to intangible cultural 
heritage and diversity 

‘Dive into intangible cultural 
heritage’ project © UNESCO



Design for Cultural Solidarity

- Product 

expressing cultural identities through design; emotionally durable design

- Communication 

whose stories are told?

- Collaborative and participatory design

promoting cultural diversity 

FAINA Feminist Culture HouseIfassen



Visualizing data on cultural diversity / biodiversity using 

appropriate craft techniques and motifs.

 

Ryijy Rag rug Ceramic paintings Pysanka

Design proposal for Cultural Solidarity 



Traditions & 
Belonging

Elina

Community

Togetherness

Sharing

Participatory 
Design

Ethics
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Accessibility



Traditions & Belonging

- Loss of culture and traditions

- Psychological impact 

- Loss of individuality 

- Saving traditions and culture

- Create feeling of home no matter where 

you live

- Make traditions more available 

- Unite people 

- Get to know other cultures



Traditions & Belonging

Target audience 

- People who move away from their family 
home

- People who are interested into saving their 
culture and traditions



Traditions & Belonging
Kit for baking Latvian rye bread at home.

- No matter where you live 

- Make traditions more available 

- Saving the product

Design of this kit would be made by taking 
into account the Latvian aesthetic and design.



Multi-species 
Solidarity

Carlotta

Sustainability

Coexistence

Anti-
anthropocentrism

Empathy

Ethical 
consumption

The Guardian, “How creating wildlife 
crossing can help reindeer, bears-and 

even crabs”



Human

Solidarity

More-than-Human

Attention
Campaigning
Action

Creating inspiring and plausible 
visions of the future 

multi-species cohabitation 
beyond self-interest and utility

Empathy



 Design 

Multi-species solidarity

entails questioning our most 
basic cultural narratives

 Art 

 Architecture 

 Engineering 

 Ethics 

 Politics 

 Aesthetics 

Eco-social framework 
where human and        

non-human lifeforms 
coexist

Ecological issues, 
eco-social justice and 
sustainability



Criticize the world of 
goods and 
consumption

Creativity  for imagining
responsible relationship 
with the
environment

Influencing participation 
and decision-making

Structures

Spaces

Behaviours

Stories

Capabilities

 Ground of 
experiments 

Multi-species solidarity

 Design 



‘Refuge for Resurgence’, La 
Biennale Di Venezia 2021. 
(”How do we live together?”)Bridge for animal crossing (The Netherlands)

Overpass For Animals In Ontario, 
Canada
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Urban beekeeping in New York City
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The Mosquito Translator. 
(Nonhuman Nonsense)



Environment

Structures

Interfaces

Products

Service

Features

Processes

Experimentation 

Prototyping

Multidisciplinary 
collaboration 

Cross-departmental 
research and 
expertise 

Thematic Studio 

Academic 
environment?

Multi-species solidarity



Multidisciplinary 
Collaboration

Jihae Kim

Cooperation

Learning

Synergy

Opportunity

Experience

Entrepreneurship

Accessible



Collaboration Multidisciplinary
Opportunities

Minor &
Elective studies

Entrepreneurship
Community

Major
StudiesVa

lue

Programme 
Design

Student 

Community

How can we practice 
multidisciplinary learning 
in our design major 
courses?



spontaneous 
multidisciplinary 
environment

● Accessible to all Aalto members
● Reaching out to other disciplines - easy, quick, and cheap
● Exploring small and big student projects happening inside Aalto 
● Making your own project more interesting and in-depth
● Giving birth to friendship, networks, community
● Looking your project from different angles 

A platform where you can quickly and easily share your 
projects and get & give feedback, do collaboration with 
Aalto students in different fields, regardless of time and 
place





Share & Accelerate your project

Login your aalto email Select your interests Explore projects in other 
fields

Get & Write the Feedback
Do collaboration

Have a discussion
Find the team members!



Thematic Studio 
Theme Proposal

Design for Solidarity

From personal 
milieu to structural 

change

Flexible for 
different forms 

of design

Suitability for 
workshops

Critical 
thinking

Rich in 
literature
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Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity © UNESCO 2002

Petrykivka decorative paintings. Photo from : https://birdinflight.com/ru/reportaj/zalozhili-ornament-puteshestvie-na-rodinu-petrikovskoj-rospisi.html

Dive into intangible cultural heritage! Threats. UNESCO  https://ich.unesco.org/en/dive&display=domain#tabs

Examples FAINA and Ifassen and found in https://ecc-italy.eu/exhibitions/2019venicedesign

Faina collection by Viktoriya Yakusha  https://faina.design/, https://designwanted.com/design/faina/

Crafted bags from recycled plastic bags https://www.ifassen.com/en/

Pasta Grannies project https://www.pastagrannies.com/, https://www.instagram.com/pastagrannies/

Feminist Culture House https://feministculturehouse.org/

Korpikaivo-Tamminen Laura, suunnittelija. Ryijy. 1966-1967 https://www.finna.fi/Record/musketti_lprmuseot.M40:KTMKTEE5:

Rag rugs photo. ManipulatinMae, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Manufactured_Rag_Rugs-_2013-08-05_01-37.jpg

Opishnya village  pottery 
https://uk.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%A4%D0%B0%D0%B9%D0%BB:%D0%9E%D0%BF%D1%96%D1%88%D0%BD%D1%8F_%D0%9E%D1%80%D0%BD%D0%B
0%D0%BC%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%822.JPG

Ukrainian pysanka photo. Lubap, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons. 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Ukrainian_Pysanka_with_Birds.jpg
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http://static.davidreport.com/2011/04/dr_2011_13_1.pdf

https://kakawdesigns.com/

Design roots: culturally significant designs, products, and practices
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An intersectionality framework used in higher education

Appendix

https://www.simplypsychology.org/learning-kolb.html

Kolb's Learning Styles and Experiential Learning Cycle
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