Helsingin

- VUOSAARI
~ NORDSJO====

B

Rl 8«A ARI-SEUNA = v USO'SA

v - .E




SUMMARY

282

Vuosaari, Suburb by the Sea

Some of the major factors influencing Vuosaari's history have been present for a very long time.
The sea and the livelihoods it provides have always been strongly associated with Vuosaari.
Ancient sea and trade routes that passed via Vuosaari changed by the end of the 16th century.
Afterwards, the ships started to sail through the outer archipelago and no longer used the route
via Vuosaari. Trade connections and peasant sailing trips to Estonia continued until the Second
World War. Now Vuosaari is once again becoming part of an important trade route. A new deep-
water channel is currently being dredged for the future mega-harbour.

Big cities have often influenced Vuosaari's development. In the Middle Ages Stockholm and
Tallinn were the main trade centres for the inhabitants of Vuosaari, The building of St. Petersburg
in the early 18" century had many ramifications for Vuosaari.

The contacts between Vuosaari and Helsinki began when the Swedish King Gustaf Wasa
founded Helsinki in 1550. From then on the development of Vuosaari (named variously in docu-
ments as Nors6, Norsby, Norsoby or Norssé6) has closely followed the growth and destiny of
Helsinki. Helsinki became the main competitor to Vuosaari in trade. Peasants were forced to
participate in the building of the new town's royal manor. Fishermen were ordered to fish for the
manor and the king of Sweden was sent a gift of 100 000 dried herrings. For centuries the fishery
was, along with farming, an important profession in the area but by the end of the 1960s it had
been transformed into a hobby for the local inhabitants.

There have always been harbours and docks in the area from its earliest days. The first “indus-
trial company” on the docks, Nérsé Bankstad, had already been founded by the 1540s in Kort-
lahti, Ramsinniemi. During its 50 years of existence, it managed to build dozens of ships for the
Swedish Royal Navy, some of which were large warships.

Arother dock has played an important role in Vuosaari's history. The state-owned Valmet dock
functioned in the Niinisaari area from 1974 tol987. It built dozens of ships, mostly for sale to the
Soviet Union, A special feature of this Vuosaar shipyard was a dry doci« into which big ships
could directly glide, This dock area also hosted a vocational school,

Vl._;ftfauari'ﬂ; native Swedish-speakers have had a significant impact on the area's culture for over
7__00 years, After the Second World War the majority language in the region gradually became
Finnish but it did not diminish the influence of the Swe sh-speaking Finns. Toda Vuoza i -"on—
tains a school as well as a cultural centre, a parish and many associations ‘f’or Svted- h i"\’}k.n :
inhabitants. Vuosaari's culture later incorporated Estonian, German and Russia lIS SLtb ; Il :
rigration has often played a major part in Vuosaari's history. Many ethnic ¢ . ?Emen S m—]
through or settled in Vuosaari, Since the 1990s, wher Vuosaari ex Sele a%rOLiF?S avc pl)dssu
it has received inhabitants of many different nationalities, The largest grou Conb-t'ruu-l?; )‘O..Om:
from Russia. Another significant group of new inhabitants arrived Fro%n EptCOm]SCt)SfO ﬂgila%
31948 inhabitants (at the end of 2004), 3 609 are of foreign origin, Of ths .On:a. f \/uo.saaf?
originate frorm elsewhere in Europe, 470 are from Afica and 446lare.: Bl ;g?;‘«w(:omers, 435
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In the early 20" century a number of people built villas, designed for summer use only, that were
close to nature but not far r@moved from the city. The next step was to build single-family houses
st b ecame very popular in the 1930s. Soon after the Second World War Zve-r 100 families
acquired homes as a result Of.the state’s housing program. Later on, the construction of single-
family ho.uses e madg possible by both state-guaranteed and regular bank loans. The guiding
principle 10 al'l construction was to have one’s own yard and garden and for the homes 1o have
some proximity to nature.

In the 1960s and 1970s, suburban areas with blocks of flats and row houses were designed to be
part of the surrounding forests. Some of these houses were constructed using labour contrib-
uted by the future inhabitants in partial lieu of purchase price. It was also very important to en-
sure that recreational and natural environment were close to residential areas. In the late 1980s,
construction has followed a different kind of vision; it contained city-like blocks that were often
close to the sea or nature. New areas with single-family houses and small blocks of flats have

 followed the same pattern.

ANCIENT VUOSAARI

From a geological point of view, Viuosaari exhibits evidence of almost all historically important
geological eras. The rock bottom dates back some two thousand million years and bears the
arks of ancient mountains that, over time, have been reduced to hills and rocks. There are also
traces of volcanic activity on Vuosaari's land. The last lce Age left its mark with large, sandy
eskers and roches moutonnées. Vuosaari was an island up to at least the 17* century but due to
the slow land rise process since the last Ice Age it has become part of the mainland. Although
most of the Vuosaari area remained sea bottom until the end of the first millennium A. D, the
highest peaks in the Rastila area formed islands long before that. The first inhabitants most likely
came from Estonia about 7000 years ago. The Bronze Age brought people from Sweden to
the Rastila area around 2800 B.C. Finno-Ugric peoples such as Lapps, Estonians, Karelians and
people of Hame followed suit. Based on the place names in the \luosaari area, the people of

Hame inhabited the area until the end of the |2t century.

V uosaari’s popularity was due to Its location on the trade routes. Aside from the route link-
‘ 'or sea trade route east from

ing Finland and Estonia, there was also (by the 7™ century) a maj |
Sweden that followed the Finnish coastline. Swedes and people from Germany's coastal areas

were the most frequent users of this route, which later become a sea route for the Vikings. The
Finno-Ugric peoples, some Slavic people, as well as traders from even further East also travelled
along this route. During the Viking era traders came from Karelia and from such faraway places

as Novgorod and Byzantium.
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n Reformation swept over Scandinavia during the 16" century. During this time the

Swedish kingdom was militarily strong and began to expand its territory towards the Baltic coun-
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to pay rent for the right to farm their own land. The Great Northern War (1700-1721) signalled

the end of Swedish military expansion.

The Luthera

Vuosaari's farmers and its other inhabitants benefited financially from the building of the Svea-
borg fortress (1750-1790), which was intended to protect Helsinki and all of Finland. There were
many opportunities for labour and the manors founded two brick factories and excavated sand
from their lands for the construction. The bay of Porvarinlahti had a limestone quarry which

shipped much of its product to Sveaborg.

RUSSIAN ERA

.Sweden fought another war against Russia in the years 1808 — 1809. Sweden lost this war and,
in the ensuing treaty, Finland was annexed to Russia. Russia designated Finland as an autond
mous grand duchy and Helsinki was selected as its capital. This led to a substantial boost in the
number Qf inhabitants in the whole Helsinki region, Vuosaari included. The city and its garrisons
zifvgre mzmtained by products from the surrounding areas and local farms supplied the :it\f with
ioir;ta;; fgr;ie\fep;r;)izf}tti :; ‘partlcular. Vast quantities of sand were shipped to the new construct-
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puried these plans.

Durfﬂg the First WOFId \/Var, Iiﬂ(":ll_]y l'j)l'_(:)j(;i(-tt—'-S Were started to |')|_.|i](_] lard fUT'U['if,ir’:i?_i"./%’ 5 1N Vuosaari
augmentiﬂg the Sveaborg sea fortress, in order to protect both Helsinki and St. Petersbure. Huge
ca\:'es to be used for storage gnd bases for land fortresses were built in Mustayuori, T §' Skatz
peniﬂSU’a receiyed coastal a.rtrllery with strong bunkers and Broédnda obtained additional artillery.
The construction of these involved thousands of workers and soldiers. Part of the work force
was local but it also involved Russian minorities and forced labourers from China. Although the
fortification work was never finished, it left 4 permanent mark in the Vuosaari scenery. J

-

recerved

Regular bus routes were extended to Vuosaari by [929. Around the same time the area
its first power lines. The new highway to Porvoo was built between 1932 and 1938
shortened the drive from Vuosaari to Helsinki to less than one hour

S
ANNICH

In the 1920s city of Helsinki was already planning to annex the neighbouring villages, includ-
ing Vuosaari. This was mentioned in the report by Yrj6 Harvia in 1936, A meeting of Vuosaari
citizens accepted the annexation unanimously because the village had suffered badly due to the
1930s economic depression. Even the number of inhabitants in Vuosaari had decreased by one

quarter.

SASEKA FACTORY AND VUOSAARI

Following the great depression, both the municipal leaders and the inhabitants of Vuosaari felt
that the establishing of the Saseka factory was a stroke of luck for the area. Construction of
the factory and of its associated neighbourhood was started in 1938. It provided work for locals
and brought many new inhabitants to the area. The factory’s main product was porous “Sipo-
rex” construction tiles. The number of people living in Vuosaari quintupled in a decade. This also
changed the linguistic proportions, making Finnish the majority language. The whole village now
became a factory town. During the Winter War (1939-1940) and the Continuation \War (1941-

1944) the factory functioned only periodically.

Vuosaari was used as a decoy location to draw enemy bombers away from Helsinki during the
Continuation War Huge bonfires imitating bombing damage were set on the lands of Nordsjo
manor. They were meant to fool the Russians into dropping their bombs there instead of on
Helsinki itself After the war the people of Vuosaari did not pay attention to the fact that the
government had excluded Vuosaari from the list of regions that were slated to be annexed to city
of Helsinki in 1946. This decision was based on language issues. Vuosaari remained a village for

another two decades.

To address the needs of families displaced by post-war peace treaties, by which many former
Finish areas were handed over to Russia, as well as to compensate the returning war veterans,

the Parliament enacted a special law that awarded housing lots to these families and individuals.
The Saseka firm made available 40 lots as part of this program in 1946-47. In the 1950s the same
IUmber of [ots were given from the Rastila manor lands. Saseka also sold over 20 lots for housing.

P Ster Forsstrom, the head of Saseka’s parent company, had already begun planning in 1940 to
build 4 harbour on the Skata peninsula. The plans included building a railway from Vuosaari to

0. Yhteenveto Vuosaaren
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In the mid 1950s Saseka began to plan a more extensive industrial complex for Vuosaari and the
N ) ’

municipal leaders participated In making these plans. However, the plans- for the Vuosaari-Savia
tracks met resistance from the government and therefore the planned industrial complex -

~ever built. Following this period, there were plans for a combined housing-industrial comple
which changed into plans for developing blocks of flats by 1960. Although the Helsinki region

had a severe housing shortage, Vuosaari did not play any role in the minds of the municipal lead-
ers who concentrated on building in the Kaivoksela area. Saseka itself marketed the lots until the

Jussi Ketola construction company purchased most of them in 1962.

SUBURBAN VUOSAARI

The conversion of Vuosaari into a suburban housing area was largely managed by the Asun-
tosaastajat ry. It started by constructing row houses in 1963. In December of the same vyear,
Jussi Ketola and other construction companies laid the foundations for dozens of blocks of flats.
In April 1964 Asuntosigstajat ry announced their plans to build over 3,300 flats during the next
few years. It had purchased lots from Saseka and other companies. The suburb, planned initially
for 22 000 inhabitants, was completed at the beginning of the 1970s. The number of inhabitants
did not, however, exceed 15 000. The big housing area near the Nordsjé manor, which had been

included in the 1963 plans of Saseka, was never built.

Many row houses of Asuntosaastajat ry, as well as six blocks of flats, were largely built in the
pay by building your own house’ method. Much other construction was performed on a volun-
tary basis with local residents getting together to build sports arenas and pools.

In the early days there weren't many public services available for the inhabitants so they were
forced to provide these services for themselves. The bridge and high school were built without
financial support from the city. To enable such projects, the Asuntosaastajat ry and the new resi-
dents founded the Vuosaari-Saatio (Vuosaari Foundation), which oversaw the development of
many features of municipal planning and services. All this furthered the common cause and sense
of togetherness for Vuosaari residents. The fact that Vuosaari resembled an island community
also gave people the same feeling. Many people had moved to Vuosaari in search of inexpensive
housing, some because of the seaside environment. All stayed because of the charms of the

nearby nature. ’Thls strong commonality became part of the Vuosaari identity and has played a
role in the area’s development.

qusaari was finally annexed to Helsinki in 1966 and this led to new plans by the city. Municipal
;ervncej and other Featgre; such as schools were not built until the 1970s. The city of Helsinki
ocused on planning major industrial projects in the area such as the harbour, docks, oil- and coal

jg:pots, power stations, nuclear power station, sewage treatment plant and garbage dump, in ad-
ition to plans for building metro, railway and major highway extensions

Dge to opposition by Vuosaari inhabitants against the government's plans, only some of these



.....
--------
(Erpaeilye

.creational use. The harbour pr Ject resy |
: ] ACEECT ¢ /et / ey

. helved due to the opposit; w and then during t |
{es but il d |-|)().51t|()|||)\/ the inhabit gl | A LheEn auring these dex
age» - S - ~ 1 ’ o _ _ ' : al'ills aNnd the ooverntirment Tha © ..
f‘r]L‘r()ry, Cl]d(“d a” plod UL;]OH 'Ir] ]978 (\[l(_l ll“_f (11‘/ I][ ”(‘i ¥ [.(I H | l | -. y {’; 1T HTIET )T ) - yASEA
o oy "y dOC 30 it Aniched i+« - eewl dil 1Ls lands, |he city |
the lands of the dry dSbW ‘TJ] 't finished IS operations in 1987. T v
\ o Wne the ¢j - Y g : ; NUSs most of the lands of
psadarl Wertf ‘nOW : _ / tjb Uty_ and it could continue making it ll ' f; S fo
ncluded raising the number of inhabitants to 60 00Q 1Ng 1ts plans for the ar
| - - .
. - living in i thoust
Residents already g In Vuosaari thought that the building of the new | |
iz = y ” I-;‘ / .HP/J!.}W_AY-EJ:_: ‘r"J”/r i ,i ’//

. —ental to the nature parks and to the generally anmre: |
detrim® between buildines. Th L SE ]ud”y appreciated tradition of havine considerable
Qreen spaceh | e i“ . %Se Citizens got together and formed varic e ;;, -,. ].“ S
; ans. I hey tried t g o rMed various associations tg

pose such p . O Infiuence the local politics and lobbied to feach thel ile

- h test efficien he citi
achieve the grea Cy the citizens formed a Residents Committee (Vuosaarert asul
LLEC | VUOS en 4

| P
ASUKAS-

coimikunta), which sought greater influence through representing greater numbers. which was
en anovel approach. Ther activiy bore frut i the early 1990s and consequertly all mportant
S Vuosaari have been run through this committee. The cérr?rmﬂ‘:‘@g/-: d -1:}('%},)“’??"
jarly successful in planning the new local business centre. tee was particu-

—
\

s

SeCOND CONSTRUCTION PHASE BEGAN IN 1989

Due to the Qpposition .demonstrated by local residents, construction of the seaside region of
Meri-Rastila in Vuosaari was not begun until 1989. The planners of this, and later of the Kallahti
area, tried to apply the latest urban planning trends and to avoid the mistakes made in building

suburbs during the previous decades.

T he harbour project resurfaced in the urban plans made for 1992. The City Board considered
development of this harbour as necessary for the continuing economic growth of the entire Hel-
sinki area. It is likely that the city had by this time obtained promises of financial help from the
government. Thus began the final phase of the harbour project. The harbour plans were linked
to a projected Vuosaari population of 40,000. Without the harbour, the projected population was

60,000.

The residents of Vuosaari responded to these plans by forming an interest group called “Save
Vuosaari” in May 1990. In just a couple of months it managed to collect 16,000 names opposing

the construction of the harbour and the new housing. In spite of the opposition campaign and
lobbying, the harbour was made part of the city plan in 1992 and the final decision to build it was
made official in 2002, 60 years after the initial plans. Concurrently with these plans, the devel-
opment of the centre of Vuosaari began. The city decided to extend the metro to Vuosaar n
1994. The inhabitants of Vuosaari had made use of the system since 1982 when it was first built

(extending as far east as Itakeskus).

About this time the Paulig Group became interested in the plans for the construction of central

Vuosaari, which hastened their fruition. Due toits participation it also ensured bqng able to Fun;-
tion in its old factory building in the present site as well as the promise Qf anew site Z\sewhere in
Vuosaari. In a unique collaboration, Paulig Group also became involved in planning an: (.:OnStrE_Ct};
INg the new shopping centre adjacent to the new Metro station and the Albatross t:cuddlrlxg, :;Vm; :
houses multiple social services. It also staged an international design c'ompetltzlcén or a lan i
building at this site. The winning design was for a block of flats that will have 20 storeys and wi
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bour pr oject has been quite substantial.



21T CENTURY VUOSAARI

Aurinkolahti represents quite a new type of neighbourhood for Vuosaari. Paulig Grey,

tated the involvement of four different construction companies. | hey devised plans for 4 -

ern European vacation city-style area that would have a seaside boulevard, a beach and 4 .

plaza.

The new constructions in Vuosaari are scheduled to conFinue Uﬁtil the beginrnpg of the 202(
The plan is to return to a modern version of living in villas, i.e. having upscal'e residences in L
of flats close to nature as well as the one-family houses and row houses which have been charac
teristic of Vuosaari's urban landscape for a long time. In the near future there will be 3000-400¢
new inhabitants in single houses built in the areas of Porslahti, Kurkimoisio, Ramsinranta and ir

northern Vuosaari.

The urban plans for the beginning of the 21 century have nearly been realized. These plans in-
clude such areas as Meri-Rastila, northern Vuosaari, Uutela, Kallahtt and Ramsinniemi. The city
has invested considerably in recreational areas. In the heart of Vuosaari there will be a sports area
offering opportunities for participating in various sports; future plans include building a hockey
arena and a hall for playing floorball (bandy). There are centres for cultural activities, such as
Vuotalo, which contains, among other things, a library and an exhibition hall. The new neigh-
bourhoods composed of blocks of flats also have additional, smaller community centres for use by
their inhabitants. These features, the natural resources provided by the sea and the local environ-
ment as well as all of the businesses that have been attracted to Vuosaari ensure quite a viable
new urban centre.

If you ask people living in Vuosaari what they think of their home, they say that people here work
together and form a community. This is partly due to the shared ‘pay by building your own house’
experience but also by the common cause of opposing the mega-harbour and other projects. For
most inhabitants Vuosaari is not just a name for a neighbourhood but a place to call home.

Translation: Michael and Marja Coady
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Lukijalle

On kulunut jo viisitoista vuotta siita, kun Erkki Hiltusen toimittama kiria " Vuosaari — Nordsjo
merellinen kaupunginosa” julkaistiin. Siina kuvattiin Vuosaarta monipuolisesti vuoteen 1990 asti
ja luotiin myos katsaus kaupunginosamme tulevaisuuden nakymiin silloisten suunnitelmien valos-

sa. Kirjan painos oli pieni ja lopput jo vuosia sitten.

Kirjan ilmestymisen jalkeen Vuosaaressa on rakennettu uusia asuinalueita ja lisaa on rakenteilla.
\uosaareen on muuttanut paljon uusia asukkaita. Asukasluku on yli kaksinkertaistuniut ja kasvaa
viela. Monia uusia asukkaita kiinnostaa Vuosaaren historia ja kehitys, nykytila ja tulevaisuuden

nakymat.

Vaikka Vuosaari on uusi kaupunginosa, on silla vaiheikas historia. Vuosaarelaiset ovat tottuneet
puolustamaan ja kehittamaan omaa kaupunginosaansa ja kirjoittaneet nain omaa historiaansa.
Taalla on meneilladn monia valtakunnallisestikin merkittavia hankkeita. Tietoa omasta kaupun-
ginosasta tarvitaan myos kouluopetuksessa; kirjan totvotaankin kiinnostavan myos koululaisia.
Myos taalla pidempaan asuneet ovat toivoneet uutta Vuosaari-kirjaa. Kun sopivaa julkaisua ei
enaa ollut saatavilla, Vuosaari-Saitié ehdotti Vuosaari-Seuralle yhteistyota uuden Vuosaaresta

kertovan kirjan tuottamiseksi.

Vuosaari-Saatid paatti rahoittaa kirjoitustyon. Muihin kustannuksiin on saatu huomattavaa ta-
loudellista ja muuta tukea yrityksilta ja yhteisailta. llman tallaista yhteista osallistumista kirjasta
olisi tullut paljon suppeampi ja vaatimattomampi. Kittamme tukijoitamme.

Suuren kiitoksen ansaitsevat myos kaikki nykyiset ja entiset vuosaarelaiset, jotka ovat antaneet
korvauksetta valokuvia ja muuta materiaalia kirjaa varten. Vuosaarelaisten haastatteluista on
saatu kirjaan lisda paikallisvaria. Kiitokset kuuluvat myos kirjan tukiryhman jasenille. He ovat
osallistuneet kirjan sisallon suunnitteluun ja antaneet asiantuntevia neuvoja ja ohjeita.

Kirjan kirjoittajan Pertti Lammen tekstissa kerrotaan laajalti alueen historiasta, mutta erityista
painoa on pantu 1960-luvun jalkeen tapahtuneelle kehitykselle. Kigan ulkoasun on suunnitellut
Seppo Huunonen paamaaranaan visuaalisesti miellyttava ja lukemaan houkutteleva kotiseutu-
kirja. Jorma Koljonen on kasitellyt kirjan kuvat ja vastannut sivunvalmistuksesta. Kiitamme heita

hyvin tehdysta tyosta.

Kirjan toimituskunta on vastannut runsaan kuvamateriaalin hankkimisesta ja valinnasta, samoin
kuin tekstin viimeistelysta ja monista tarkistuskierroksista. Toimituskunnan jasenet ovat nahneet
paljon vaivaa ja kayttaneet runsaasti aikaa kirjahankkeen eri vaiheissa. llman heidan uhrautuvaa

tyopanostaan ja asiantuntemustaan kirjaa ei olisi saatu aikaan.

Vuosaaressa syyskuussa 2005

Matti Suomela Juha Helansuo
Vuosaari-Saatio Vuosaan-Seura
hallituksen puheenjohtaja puheenjchtaja
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