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Preparation

1) Who is attending?
2) What do I know about them?
3) Where is it? How do I get there?
4) Business cards and pen
5) What is the event format?
6) What is the dress code?
7) What is the timing?
8) Do I need to inform RSVP?
9) Small talk tidbits
10) SHOW UP EARLY



the room “layout”



look for “loners”



look for “open” groups



avoid “closed” groups



make your move



can you spot the openings?





So What Do 
You Do?



I am a Senior Lecturer in High Growth 
Entrepreneurship at Aalto University



I help individuals discover & nurture 
the entrepreneur within



remembering
names





JAMES





Peter
Kelly







namaste



raised eyebrow



dress 
the 
part





what can you 
talk with
strangers
about?





your home



your job



excursions



sports
hobbies
interests



current affairs



family



building rapport
is about being

interested
not interesting



ask

pertinent
questions





I know that 
you are 

seriously 
into wine

I looked you 
up on 

LinkedIn and 
Google

I know that 
your wife’s 

name is 
Tiina



ask

open ended
questions



ask any
professor

about their

research



working
the 
room



breaking ice with a LONER









breaking the ice with a GROUP



1)Alert to opportunity
2)Attuned to creating value not selling
3)Generous givers
4)Make the first move meeting new people
5)Interesting answer to ”what do you do”?
6)Remember names
7)Good listeners
8)Know importance of small talk
9)Ask for cards
10)Follow up as promised



So What Do 
You Do?
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