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Introduction 
In arts, design and architecture humans are often involved in different aspects of our research 
work. We collect information about them, we represent them in our work, we use them in our 
studies, we collect data from such studies, we report the findings of such studies, and so on. 
Therefore, it is important to consider ethical issues related to the involvement of people in our 
research work. 

The aim of this panel session is not necessarily to answer any specific ethical questions doctoral 
candidates might have, but rather, to raise awareness of some of the ethical issues relevant to the 
kinds of research carried out in the fields of arts, design and architecture, so that when such 
issues arise within your specific research context, you can seek answers before conducting your 
work. 

Instructions for doctoral candidates 
You are kindly asked to consider the questions posed below, some of which you may find relevant 
to your own specific doctoral research. In the panel session, you will have the opportunity of 
raising any of these questions, or other ethical issues you may be facing in your research. 

Potential ethical questions 

− What do I need to do if I am conducting studies involving human participants?
− What do I need to do if my research includes art works or design outputs by others?
− Who has the rights to the use of creative output produced by participants in my studies?
− What can I publish if my research involved human participants?
− How do I ensure the anonymity of people involved in my research?
− Is there any potential harm, be it emotional, physical, psychological or otherwise, caused

by my research or reporting of it to those involved?
− How can I make sure my interpretation of what others do, say, create, etc. is as accurate as

possible objectively or subjectively?
− What is my personal relationship with others involved in my research?
− What do I need to do if my research involves deception, incentives, or other factors which

may affect participation of people in my research?
− What are some of the issues related to culture, gender, age, etc. that I need to consider?
− How do I seek the appropriate permissions for recording of data (personal or otherwise),

storage of data, access to data, analysis of data, reporting of data, etc?
− When can people involved in my research refuse permission for the use of their data?
− What are my legal rights if my research involves other people, their work, opinion, etc?
− Do I have a plan B if I am not able to carry out my original plan which involves others?
…add your own questions
−

− 
−
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