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Business lobby: Finland should
rethink university education

Finnish employers’ lobby EK says Finland isn’t educating the workforce of the
future.
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Both Aalto University and business lobby EK say higher education should guide Finland toward its goal of
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carbon neutrality by 2035.

The Confederation of Finnish Industries (EK) says higher education in Finland should
increasinlgy train tomorrow's environmental problem solvers and fewer arts majors.

Finland has said it wants to be carbon neutral by 2035, which is why the country is in a hurry
to guide the economy towards this goal, according to EK director Riikka Heikinheimo, who
said she wants to overhaul higher education with this target in mind.

"Moving towards carbon neutrality affects all business areas," she said.

According to Heikinheimo, Finland risks not having enough interdisciplinary professionals.

Dreams and funding dilemmas

Institutes of higher education are in quadrennial funding talks with the Education Ministry
through Midsummer. These discussions will also outline degree programme goals.

"This is when the goals for the coming years are locked in," Heikinheimo explained.

Finland has an oversupply of social science and arts programmes, according to the business
lobby. Based on feedback from its members, the EK said it would like to see more students
pursue courses in production engineering, marketing analytics, artificial intelligence and
circular economies.

Aalto University president llkka Niemela said Finland should open up more spots at
universities for prospective students.

In 2019, some 100,000 applicants were turned away by Finnish universities, amid calls to
ease access to higher education. Finland is one of Europe's most highly selective countries
for university admissions

"It's a question of where to add study positions," Niemela said, adding that Aalto’s findings
show future education needs in line with those expressed by the EK.

He, however, didn’t see resources flowing from the arts into technical programmes.

Projections to increase graduates

The government’s '2030 education vision' sees 50 percent of each age group graduating from
higher education. This figure now stands at around 40 percent.

Higher education now gets a 2.8 billion-euro slice of the annual state budget, with 1.9 billion
euros earmarked for universities and 900 million going to the country’s network of universities
of applied sciences.

EK’s Heikinheimo said Finland needs 'tens of millions more' to make a difference. Niemel&
was on the same page, saying somewhat more could be achieved with current resources
through scaling and digitalisation, but only 'marginally".

SYL, the National Union of University Students, has meanwhile pointed out that additional
study places can't be added to existing programmes without more funding to maintain the
quality of education.

READ ALSO

Going green: What will Finland do when energy taxes dry up? 17.1.

Time out: What happened to Finland's education miracle? 16.1.

Finland wants to be carbon neutral by 2035. But how will it get there? 25.9.2019

University of Helsinki drops in international ranking 16.8.2019

All Points North #53: How equitable is Finland's higher education system, anyway? 10.5.2019

Education ministry, universities weigh admission rate increases 12.7.2019

n Share Print

S
Latest in: News

19:00  Can't tell your lilies from your daisies? There's an app for that

17:57  Business lobby: Finland should rethink university education

16:23  Dozens quarantined over likely exposure to coronavirus as school reopens

15:00 Demand for summer cottages skyrockets during crisis

13:05 Yle sources: Finnair to suspend some domestic services for up to one year

11:39  Finland better at protecting seniors from virus, says Swedish state
epidemiologist

16.5.  Poll: Young people want to extend restrictions on over-70s, seniors prefer to
use own discretion

16.5.  Finland stops paying for airport taxis

16.5.  First 25 refugee children from Greece to Finland in June

16.5.  Coronavirus hurting Finland's private childcare industry

VI[Z} UUTISET

Laheta palautetta  Yhteystiedot RSS-syoétteet

Muualla Yle.fi:ssa

Uutiset Areena TV-ohjelmatiedot
Urheilu Elava arkisto Yle TV1
Teksti-tv Yle TV2
News in English Pikku Kakkonen Yle Teema
Yle Fem

Blogit Abitreenit

Oppiminen

Vetamix

N
Headlines

News 19:00

Can't tell your lilies from
your daisies? There's an app
for that

Photos of plants and animals uploaded to the free app
helps advance research, teaching and environmental
monitoring.

News 17:57
Business lobby: Finland should rethink
university education

Finnish employers’ lobby EK says Finland isn’t educating
the workforce of the future.

News 16:23

Dozens quarantined over likely
exposure to coronavirus as school
reopens

After two contact school days, some classes in Porvoo
and Sipoo are back to distance learning.

News 15:00
Demand for summer cottages
skyrockets during crisis

About 100,000 people in Finland search for rental
cottages every week, according to online marketplace
Tori.fi.

News 10.3.

Coronavirus latest: Finnair freezes
domestic flights, dozens of pupils
quarantined after schools re-open,
Finland better at protecting seniors

This article brings you the latest updates on the novel
coronavirus pandemic in Finland.
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Niinistd warns of EU divisions over
coronavirus

Helsinki hospital outbreak led to
deaths on non-Covid wards

Stockpile boss suspected of crimes
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emails

Suicide in Finland up by nearly 15%
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Finland"

Nearly one in ten Helsinki region
children stay home from school

PM Marin: "Govt is not seeking herd
immunity"

Helsinki preparing for second wave
of Covid-19

VTT: Masks protect others, but not
user

Friday's papers: Support for easing
restrictions, exports suffer, few
travellers

Police seize "granny cottages" used
as cannabis farms

People smuggling ring uncovered at
Helsinki Airport

Majority against obligatory face
mask use in Finland, survey finds
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infection of patients on heart
disease wards

Car hire firms claim coronavirus
prompts long-term rental boom in
Helsinki

Flow Festival cancelled over
coronavirus

Kids head back to school across
Finland
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poll, Stockholm Finns' fears, and
mask advice
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President's summer summit
envisions post-pandemic Finland
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admissions to dam youth
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Why northern residents pushed
back against border closure

Nobel laureate says coronavirus
fears pose larger economic threat
than restrictions
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openings and support package

Dozens of staff diagnosed with
Covid-19 at Helsinki hospital since
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coronavirus, 'rebellion' in the north
and strange winter continues

Health officials concerned as traffic
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Winter returns to southern and
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