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Many foreign uni students
struggle to arrive in Finland as
term begins
Universities in Finland say international students can defer their studies by a
semester owing to the Covid-19 crisis.

Manushi Bashini, a student at Oulu University, said that having an extroverted personality has made it
difficult to adjust to remote learning.  Image: Paulus Markkula / Yle

Many international and exchange students are facing problems arriving in Finland as the
autumn semester begins.

Students with spots at Finnish universities coming from outside the EU have encountered
severe delays in accessing residence permits as the pandemic has shuttered many Finnish
consulates.

In some cases, students need to travel to another country to visit a Finnish consulate--
something also made more difficult now owing to travel restrictions between states. For Sri
Lankan students, the nearest Finnish consulate is in India, which is now home to one of the
fastest-growing coronavirus caseloads of any country.

Manushi Bashini began her international business studies at Oulu University (OU) last year
and has not been back to her home country of Sri Lanka since the crisis began. She told Yle
many Sri Lankan students with study places in Finland are unsure of what will happen to
them.

Universities offer flexibility

Far fewer international students will be on campus as the new term starts, according to
Saana Finni from Oulu University’s admissions office.

OU said it acknowledges the challenges facing foreign students and has responded by
extending deadlines for tuition fees and giving students more time to secure paperwork which
may have been held up due to the virus.

A legislative change this year also grants international students the possibility to report
themselves absent for the fall term. There are no figures available yet indicating how many
students will choose to defer their studies because of the pandemic.

Mai Truong will soon enter her second year at Oulu University, where she is working towards
a degree in educational technology.

She told Yle that not being surrounded by teachers and students has made it challenging to
stay motivated during distance learning.

University years are usually a socially active time in young people's lives, but get-togethers
have now mostly gone online.

Dennis Neumann is a German exchange student who recently arrived in Oulu to study
computer science. For him, arriving in Finland was relatively easy, saying he was now mainly
concerned with the social aspect of the prevailing situation.

"I hope coronavirus doesn’t dampen the mood of my exchange," Neumann said.

Distance learning at OU is scheduled to continue through October.

Sources Yle
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tested.
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coronavirus pandemic in Finland.

Our picks

News  2.9.

Defunct 'no foreigner'
clauses can scupper
apartment purchases for
non-Finns

News  27.8.

APN Podcast: Could
Finland be a global
Covid haven?

News  20.8.

APN podcast: Can
Finland still afford to
fight climate change?

News  20.8.

"Nobody talks about
these things" Skin
lighteners find a niche

News  20.8.

Risk factor? Skin
lightening products fly
under the radar in
Finland

News  13.8.

APN Podcast: Back to
school and hobbies as
Finland finally rolls out
mask guidelines

3.9.

3.9.

3.9.

3.9.

3.9.

3.9.

3.9.

3.9.

3.9.

3.9.

3.9.

2.9.

2.9.

2.9.

2.9.

2.9.

2.9.

2.9.

2.9.

2.9.

2.9.

1.9.

1.9.

1.9.

1.9.

1.9.

1.9.

1.9.

31.8.

31.8.

31.8.

31.8.

31.8.

31.8.

31.8.

31.8.

31.8.

30.8.

30.8.

29.8.

29.8.

29.8.

28.8.

28.8.

28.8.

28.8.

28.8.

28.8.

28.8.

28.8.

Latest

Pushback from Lapland over
negative Covid test requirement

Finland adopts 3-phase action plan
to slow Covid spread

Government earmarks €60m in
pandemic relief for low-income
groups

300 Helsinki University medical
students exposed to coronavirus

Migri cracks down on illegal online
sales of residence permit
appointments

Finnish hockey team Jokerit skips
controversial trip to Minsk

Business lobby calls for
government action to save tourism
industry

Port of Turku begins corona testing,
passengers from Sweden to be
sent to health checkpoints

Iraqi businessman suspected of
human trafficking, forced labour

Thursday's papers: Income support
row, manual labour wages and
smuggling fiasco

Yle poll: SDP support slips, Finns
and NCP battle for second place

President Niinistö calls for "clarity"
over Navalny poisoning

Three-year prison sentence in
human trafficking case

Jokerit supporters to boycott home
games in opposition to Belarus trip

PM Marin meets forest industry
leaders after mill closure

Fewer accidents but more domestic
incidents during corona spring

Education Minister Li Andersson
announces pregnancy

Potential Covid exposures in
Uusimaa climb to 4,000 in three
weeks

Coronavirus jabs to be voluntary in
Finland

Wednesday's papers: Recycle
overflow, drug abuse and shooting
geese

Defunct 'no foreigner' clauses can
scupper apartment purchases for
non-Finns

Rare Amur leopard cats breeding at
Helsinki zoo

HUS struggles to cut Covid test
result delays amid capacity boost

Jyväskylä confirms 19 Covid cases,
nearly 400 quarantined

Turku terror hero gets conditional
22-month sentence for fraud,
forgery, fundraising

Swedish brothers go on trial for
police shootings, face 13 attempted
murder charges

Coronavirus app downloads quickly
reach 1 million

Tuesday's papers: More medical
students, coronavirus warnings and
mail-order alcohol

Helsinki couples seeking
counselling wait up to 8 months for
appointments

Many foreign uni students struggle
to arrive in Finland as term begins

Jokerit head to Minsk for series
opener amid political crisis in
Belarus

Union "shocked" as Lapland's
biggest tourism group starts
redundancy talks with 2k jobs at
risk

HSL proposes ending free rides for
pram pushers 

Value of exports plunged in June,
trade deficit up 170-fold

It's here: Finland's coronavirus
tracing app

Helsinki’s open-air dining terrace on
Senate Square attracts 400,000,
may reappear in 2021

Monday's papers: Class conflict,
masks and poor families

No infection clusters linked to
summer festivals

Small town on Russian border
combats coronavirus spread

Foreign Minister Haavisto meets
Belarus opposition leader in Vilnius

Finland celebrates graduates,
nature and summer's end on a
muted note

Marin: "We’re living through
Finland’s worst postwar crisis"

PM Marin, ministers meet laid-off
factory workers

Helsinki divorce filings fall by 50%
over summer

Finnish BBC symphony conductor
embroiled in British political storm

Women in Finland more educated
than men, but still do brunt of
housework

Corona crisis hit Finnish economy
harder than forecast

Finland's national parks may see
expansion following surge in visitors

Funding secured for coronavirus
airport dogs

Friday's papers: Childless by
choice, taxes and foreign aid impact

UutisetAvaa alavalikko Urheilu SääAvaa alavalikko Tuoreimmat A A

Sign up for our newsletter ⟩

Uutiset Areena Urheilu Valikko Hae Kirjaudu

https://svenska.yle.fi/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/
https://yle.fi/aihe/artikkeli/2015/12/17/tuotamme-esteettomia-palveluja
http://vastuullistajournalismia.fi/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://yle.fi/uutiset/11519294
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://yle.fi/uutiset/11519294
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/coronavirus_latest_turku_to_test_at_ferry_port_300_medical_students_exposed_finland_to_review_handling_of_crisis/11249610
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/finlands_new_foreign_students_face_tough_choices_with_pandemic_disrupting_study_plans/11436595
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/no_jobs_aid_or_hope_foreign_students_face_uncertain_future_in_finland/11391657
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/pushback_from_lapland_over_negative_covid_test_requirement/11526647
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/finland_adopts_3-phase_action_plan_to_slow_covid_spread/11526351
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/government_earmarks_60m_in_pandemic_relief_for_low-income_groups/11526101
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/300_helsinki_university_medical_students_exposed_to_coronavirus/11525872
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/coronavirus_latest_turku_to_test_at_ferry_port_300_medical_students_exposed_finland_to_review_handling_of_crisis/11249610
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/defunct_no_foreigner_clauses_can_scupper_apartment_purchases_for_non-finns/11519184
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/apn_podcast_could_finland_be_a_global_covid_haven/11514327
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/apn_podcast_can_finland_still_afford_to_fight_climate_change/11503388
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/nobody_talks_about_these_things_skin_lighteners_find_a_niche/11500806
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/risk_factor_skin_lightening_products_fly_under_the_radar_in_finland/11501830
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/apn_podcast_back_to_school_and_hobbies_as_finland_finally_rolls_out_mask_guidelines/11492078
https://yle.fi/uutiset/
https://yle.fi/urheilu/
https://yle.fi/saa/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/tuoreimmat/
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/many_foreign_uni_students_struggle_to_arrive_in_finland_as_term_begins/11519294#
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/many_foreign_uni_students_struggle_to_arrive_in_finland_as_term_begins/11519294#
https://yle.fi/uutiset/osasto/news/sign_up_for_the_weekly_all_points_north_email_by_yle_news/11413988
https://yle.fi/

