




























Green building and the LDRs ■

g___p_articula kill: for example, those who thatch well. Such traditional building is 
usually not part of the formal money economy. It requires regular upkeep until it's 
left to go back to the earth. 

Urban self-built housing is characterized by a lack of availability to legal 
title for land. This leads to squatting on underused or marginal land. The extreme 
poverty of the inhabitants - at least for initial rural-to-urban migrants - leads to 
extensive use of found materials. The lack of land tenure keeps investment to a 
minimum, since it may be taken or destroyed at any time by the government or 
those who have some legal ownership of the land, and there is typically no utility 
or formal transport infrastructure, since the settlement is illegal. There is some 
specialization in the erection of such housing, because some trades (such as elec
trical, plumbing or masonry) require specialized knowledge for which inhabitants 
can trade or pay in cash. 

At the high end of the cost range are the buildings that the economically 
and politically advantaged build for their shelter or livelihood. This privileged sector 
has access to building materials and techniques that are not commonly available 
or are too costly for middle- and lower-income people to afford. This sector looks 
beyond national borders for models of what and how to build. This highest range 
of building includes large corporate and sometimes government office buildings, 
hotels and other large institutional structures (such as universities and hospitals) 
and residences for the country's political and economic elite. Here one finds glass
skinned corporate office buildings. In the main cities of the LDRs, this glass skin 
is often only that: a skin installed on the outside of the more common building 
materials of reinforced concrete and concrete block. It thus gives the appearance 
of the internationally recognizable lass box or tower that connotes modernity 
and wealth (see Figure 1 .9). 

Between these two economic extremes lies the majority of building projects 
erected within existing building cultures �-from-the colon I perioch-1Along 
with the Eur�pean colonizers came their buildings that housed their needs-admin
istrative buildings, schools, hospitals, warehouses, houses -which were built using 
techniques adapted from the colonizers' industrialized country of origin. These 
rectangular structures made extensive use of reinforced concrete, brick, stone, 
tile and then metal roofs, glass and dimensional lumber. Later they included elec
tricity and plumbing, as these technologies became available. Examples of build
ings from this middle tier are school buildings, local hospitals, clinics, warehouses, 
hotels, restaurants, small office and commercial buildings, and middle- to upper- / 
middle-class houses. 

The colonists and their subjects adapted these new building types and )
their construction to the specific developing-country context. These adaptations 
concerned the climate, available materials, building types and social and cultural 
forces at work in the colonial setting (see Figure 1.10). 

The limited construction budget for such mid-range building projects neces
sitated maximizing the use of available materials and techniques in order to be 
affordable for the client and maintainable over time. 
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