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Thesis process division 
10 + 10 + 10 credits
• The students gain study credits during their thesis work
• The credits accumulate more evenly (KPI 55+)
• The thesis is completed in three parts so the students, LES, 

professors and programme heads can see the progress of the 
work

• Approving the first two parts gives the students confirmation 
that they are going to the right direction

• The three parts are based on the master’s thesis assessment 
matrix



Master’s thesis three parts

10 10 10
Thesis plan and theoretical 
framework
- Thesis plan

- Artistic / scientific goals

- Conceptual framework OR 
Artistic component 

- Marked Pass / fail
- Supervisor approves

Methodology, production 
and preliminary results
- Discussion of the topic

- Interpretation

- Artistic component OR 
conceptual framework

- Marked Pass / fail
- Supervisor approves

Final version of the thesis
- Finalizing the thesis, 

conclusions

- Description and analysis of 
the process

- Reflection

- Overall impression

- Grade 1–5 on the whole 
work

- Thesis Committee decides

30



Evaluation criteria 
Choice of topic and of the artistic and/or 
scientific goals for thesis
Relevance of the topic for the field
Definition of topic
Setting of artistic and/or scientific goals for 
thesis
Command of topic and use of sources

The topic has significance for the field.
The definition of the scope is clear and supports 
the discussion of the topic.
The student has set scientific and/or artistic goals 
for the thesis and justifies them.
The thesis demonstrates the student’s command of 
the topic and its context or theoretical framework 
as well as of the previous research.
The sources used in the thesis are essential for the 
topic and the use of sources demonstrate good 
command of the subject area. Sources have been 
evaluated.
Good command of citing and referencing 
techniques.

Discussion of the topic, conclusions and interpretation
Choice of methods and techniques
Ability for analytical and research-oriented work
Ability to draw conclusions and think independently
Conceptualisation of the topic and linking it to a broader 
context.
Evaluation of thesis reliability
Quality of the artistic component
Idea and execution of the production component
Artistic thinking or design vision
Understanding the broader context of the work Documentation 
of the production

The choice of methods or techniques supports the discussion of the topic.
The student has good command of the methods.
or techniques selected.
The student demonstrates ability for analytical and research-oriented 
work.
The student draws justified conclusions or, in an artistic work, 
demonstrates independent thinking in relation to the topic discussed. The 
student understands the broader context of the thesis.
The student analyses the reliability of the key aspects of the thesis.
The execution of the production component supports the idea of the work.
The student demonstrates ability for artistic thinking or design vision.
The production has been sufficiently documented. The production can be 
assessed based on the documentation

10 10

Evaluation 
according 
to thesis 
evaluation 
criteria 
and 
evaluation 
procedure  

10

=
30



https://into.aalto.fi/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=329664

https://into.aalto.fi/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=329664


https://into.aalto.fi/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=329664&preview=/32966
4/35623687/Aalto%20ARTS%20Maisteriopinn%C3%A4yteohje%202020%20
FI.pdf











maisema-arkkitehtuuri
MAISTERIOPINNOT

PÄÄAINE ‘AIHEALUEET’
• MAISEMAN SUUNNITTELU JA RAKENTAMINEN (msr)

maiseman suunnittelu ja rakentaminen – prof. Jyrki Sinkkilä
computational methodologies in landscape architecture and urbanism – prof. Pia Fricker

• MAISEMAN SUUNNITTELU JA HOITO (msh)
maisema ja yhteiskunta – prof. Ranja Hautamäki
landscape and ecology – prof. NN (rekrytointi käynnistynee syksyllä)

• YHDYSKUNTA JA –KAUPUNKISUUNNITTELU (ykks)
yhdyskunta- ja seutusuunnittelu – prof. Kimmo Lapintie
kaupunkisuunnittelu – prof. Karin Krokfors
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