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http://www.hel.fi/hel2/ksv/
julkaisut/aos_2013‐4.pdf

http://www.hel.fi/hel2/ksv/
julkaisut/aos_2016‐2.pdf

VISTRA I

VISTRA II

Maria Jaakkola
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Vision for the future – VISTRA I

Maria Jaakkola, Manager of Urban Space and Networks



Nature
values

Cultural
heritage

Maria Jaakkola 16.5.2018



Ecological and cultural
values overlaid, 
from national, regional
and city  records

Maria Jaakkola, Manager of Urban Space and Networks
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Vision for the future – VISTRA I

Maria Jaakkola, Manager of Urban Space and Networks



Länsipuisto/
West Park

Keskuspuisto/Central Park

Helsinkipuisto/
Helsinki Park

Viikki-Kivikko park

Itä-Helsingin kulttuuripuisto
Eastern City Culture Park

Vuosaaren vihersormi
Vuosaari Green Finger

BLUE PALM

GREEN FINGERS

Maria Jaakkola Excerpt from VISTRA



Blue Palm

Maria Jaakkola, Manager of Urban Space and Networks



”Green Lines” – east-west green corridors, including streetscape

Excerpt from VISTRA



Proposed green and recreational
network – Open Space Plan 
(VISTRA II)

areas
connectors

seascape

VISTRA II
Maria Jaakkola
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Vision for the future – VISTRA I

Maria Jaakkola, Manager of Urban Space and Networks
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Master Plan theme map: 
Urban Nature

• Work in progress aims for equal interpretation of theme
map in Urban planning

• Master Plan calls for paying attention to Urban nature
networks as part of Green and recreational network



Work continues – Ecological
networks
• Ecological networks in relation to land use planning
• Connection typologies
• Identifying the most valuable areas through GIS 

analysis (and selected field trips)

• Forest network 2018 - 2020 
https://www.hel.fi/static/liitteet/kaupunkiymparisto/julkaisut/julkaisut/julkaisu-05-
19.pdf (in Finnish)

• Meadow network 2020 -

• Blue network 2021 ->
• Small water systems (pienvedet)
• Stormwater / run-off rainwater systems



Ecological connections - Typologies
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Forest network: 
Main connections to local connections

Meadow network: 
Core meadow areas to step stone meadowsExcerpt from Metsä- ja puustoinen verkosto, Niittyverkosto esiselvitys
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DRAFT: Forest network, existing



• Protected by virtue of EU 
Nature directive and 
Finnish Law on 
environmental protection

• Helsingin liito-
oravakartoitus 2018
https://www.hel.fi/static/liitteet/kaupunkiy
mparisto/julkaisut/julkaisut/julkaisu-27-
18.pdf
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Flying squirrel (Preromys volans)
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Meadow
network
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• Anni-Mari Anttola 
Master’s thesis
2017
https://aaltodoc.aalto.fi/handle/
123456789/29460

• Cultural landscapes
• Cultural and ecological values
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Blue network: existing GIS-data
- to be continued
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Vision for the future – VISTRA I

Maria Jaakkola, Manager of Urban Space and Networks



• Residential 
areas and parks 
representing 
certain decade 
and planning 
style  

• Historical 
layers visible in 
the landscape

Maria Hyövälti | City of Helsinki 28

Cultural landscape
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Goals and ideas:
Coastal 
manors and 
villas as 
public 
attractions,
allotment 
gardens,
coastal 
route with 
services, 
bridges and 
jetties…



Cultural landscape and manor houses of Helsinki, 
Dissertation of prof. Ranja Hautamäki:

33https://aaltodoc.aalto.fi/handle/123456789/19504
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Kuvat: Maria Hyövält



Measuring accessibility of green areas in Helsinki

Pilot project

Urban space and networks unit
Working group + Sitowise
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Helsinki Open 
Space Plan, 
VISTRA –
Recreational  
and social 
values in urban 
green spaces

By foot

By bike

By public
transit

Focus on SOCIOTOPES –
Social use value of space!

Excerpt from VISTRA



Project goals
• Visualize accessibility and use pressure of green and 

recreational areas on a city scale – “a measuring tool”
• Use data and categories which are relevant for planners

Analyses can be used in planning to…
• Ensure sufficient green area network in new areas
• Visualize the needs of ever-denser urban areas
• Prioritize e.g. park projects and to support programming them
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Green Space Typologies
Measuring accessibility of green areas in Helsinki, Pilot project

Green Areas

• Local green areas 
(Lähiviheralueet)

• All green areas

• Neighbourhood parks 
(Kaupunginosapuistot)

• Defined in the Helsinki 
Open Space Plan 

• Regional Parks         
(Laajat viheralueet)

• Green Fingers of Helsinki, 
or parks along the seaside

Services at recreation 
areas

• Local services
• E.g. play areas and fields

• Neighbourhood services
• E.g. playgrounds and sport 

areas

• Regional services
• E.g. sports parks and 

allotment cultivation
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Distances on 
route network (max)

LOCAL

300 m

NEIGHBOURHOOD

800 m

REGIONAL 

2 km

Maria Hyövälti | City of Helsinki



Methods – green areas and parks
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Next steps?
• Include more qualitative aspects to define green area 

typologies and the measured accessibility
• attractiveness, unique areas, special parks or services at 

recreational areas, points of interest, nature or urban…
• Patterns how people travel and use green areas in reality
• Health effects of urban nature and parks
• Take into account age groups (children/elderly people)
• Biking and public transport
• Effects of seasons (winter/summer)

Issues relevant for strategic planning of green areas? 
Classification, experiential quality…
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Urban space and networks unit:

Riikka Äärelä, Landscape architect
riikka.aarela@hel.fi


