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Agenda

9.15 - 9.30 Last session
9.30 - 10.15 Design semiotics; meaning sustainability and

visual language of sustainablity
Break

10.30 – 11.15 In break-out groups and through sharing your
screen: What product/service did you choose?

11.25 – 11.45 Sharing of thoughts of the breakout rooms
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https://www.rauch.cc/sustainability/pet2pet/



Environmental sophistication vs design
sophistication?
“Look at the architecture of the last 15 years,”
architect James Wines complained in 2009. “It’s
been more flamboyant and more wasteful than
it’s ever been before. To build any of these
buildings by Frank Gehry [the architect famous
for sculptural structures of crumpled metal], it
takes . . . 60 to 80 percent more metal and steel
and construction than it would to enclose that
space in a normal way ... Mind-boggling waste.”
(SoG, 2-3)
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Hosey, Lance (2012).  The shape of green : aesthetics, ecology, and design. Washington DC: Island press.
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Smart?
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?

Sustainable?
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Iconic – likeliness, metaphors
Indexical –traces of manufacture
Symbolic – arbitrary, has to be learned
S.Vihma: Design reaches beyond proving affordable tools. Function and
meaning mix and mesh.
T. Keinonen: Design without aesthetics is simply bad engineering.
M. Jalas: Design makes the world round us understandable.

How does design speak?
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Futuro-house: WeeGee, Espoo
J-P Kärnä CC



Compactness
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Hosey, Lance (2012).  The shape of green : aesthetics, ecology, and design. Island press
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Behavioral nudge
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Appropriate use of technology?
Syntax error
Add-on sustainability
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https://www.aalto.fi/en/wood-program/kokoon-project-information
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recycling_codes

Signs of circular economy



Regenerative design
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Laura Santamaria. Critical discourse analysis of sustainability representations.
https://prezi.com/ezkvxajy3zvk/semiotic-analysis-of-sustainability-representations/



Socio-natures

‘(1) ecology pertains to relationships, not just things; (2) those
relationships are between the organisms themselves and
between the organisms and their environment; and (3) the
environment includes both the “natural” and “developed”
worlds. Ecology encompasses the total environment and all of
its associations. Ecological design, then, should work not just
to preserve the natural environment of wildlife and watersheds;
it should embrace the entire cultural environment as well’
(Hosey 2012, 21).
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Hosey, Lance (2012).  The shape of green: aesthetics, ecology, and design. Washington DC: Island press.



Breakout rooms

Present to others your product/service, preferably by sharing
your screen.

Try to group/order the items
• e.g. those working with either technological innovation or social

innovation, or closeness to nature

When together in the main room, each group gets to present (5min)
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For the next session

Addition reading: Ashby
Write your learning diary

29.4.2021
23


