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Apple, Cupertino, California (CNN, May 2012)
https://edition.cnn.com/2012/05/22/tech/innovation/new-apple-campus/index.html

Foxconn, China (New York Times, September 10, 2012)
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/11/technology/foxconn-said-to-use-forced-student-labor-
to-make-iphones.html

“Designed by Apple in California, Assembled in China”

https://edition.cnn.com/2012/05/22/tech/innovation/new-apple-campus/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/11/technology/foxconn-said-to-use-forced-student-labor-to-make-iphones.html
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https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2012/may/23/apple-designer-jonathan-ive-knighthood
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http://patft.uspto.gov/netacgi/nph-Parser?Sect1=PTO1&Sect2=HITOFF&d=PALL&p=1&u=%2Fnetahtml%2FPTO%2Fsrchnum.htm&r=1&f=G&l=50&s1=7479949.PN.&OS=PN/7479949&RS=PN/7479949


Apple Supplier Responsibility 2019

200 suppliers 824 locations

China 380
Japan 132
US 65
Taiwan 58
Korea 41
Vietnam 20
Philippines 19
Malaysia 17
Singapore 16
Thailand 16
India 9
Germany 9
Austria 5
Indonesia 5 

Brazil 4
Mexico 4
France 4
Netherlands 4
UK 4
Belgium 3
Czech Rep. 3
Israel 1
Cambodia 1
Costa Rica 1
Italy 1
Malta 1
Norway 1 



Expert Design

Sole Authorship

Professionals with design training 
and specialist knowledge

“For a century, designers have seen 
themselves and have been seen as 
sole incumbents and managers in 
the design field.” (Manzini)

(Papanek, 1971; Manzini, 2015) 

Diffuse Design

Distributed Authorship

Anyone who undertakes open-
ended problem solving and 
implementation of a solution (daily 
practice for almost everyone)

“all men are designers”, “design is 
basic to all human activity”
(Papanek)



http://globe.cid.harvard.edu/?mode=productspace3D&id=PA#



https://www.theguardian.com/global-
development/2020/oct/08/worlds-
garment-workers-face-ruin-as-fashion-
brands-refuse-to-pay-16bn



The collapsed Rana Plaza factory complex in Bangladesh, 2013. Photograph: Anadolu Agency/Getty
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/nov/30/the-guardian-view-of-ultracheap-clothes-costly-to-society



https://www.fashionrevolution.org
https://www.instagram.com/fash_rev

Fashion Revolution

https://www.fashionrevolution.org/


https://open.sourcemap.com/maps/59f39e71efc1ebbd737f8a09

Traceability, transparency,
corporate social responsibility,
socially responsible public procurement

https://open.sourcemap.com/maps/59f39e71efc1ebbd737f8a09


Geographies of Responsibility

Social and political responsibilities are tied to spatial identities.
- Massey (2004) 

• What is the designer’s geography of responsibility? 
• To where and to whom does the designer’s responsibilty extend?



Geissdoerfer et al., 2020. The Circular Economy Concept. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circular_economy#/media/File:The_Circular_Economy_concept.png



“social sustainability is concerned 
with the human wellbeing and 
flourishing of societies now and in 
the future” 
- Corsini and Moultrie (2021)  in their article on D4SS (design for 
social sustainability)

Social Sustainability

Economy

Society

Environment



McGuinn et al., 2020

Goals, frameworks, policy



The European Pillar of 
Social Rights Action Plan, 2021

Goals, frameworks, policy



In the Textile and Apparel Industries



In the Textile and Apparel Industries



Design for Social Sustainability (D4SS)

“D4SS seeks out socially sustainable design practices, and also positions 
design as a means by which social sustainability might be achieved”

-Corsini & Moultrie (2021) 



Designers can work
toward social sustainability…



…through empathy and
collaboration between
designers and makers
with impact on design,
pattern and working
conditions

Nelson Silva and
Arminda Romeiro  
Mellow Walk
Designed and made
In Toronto, Canada 



Helen Kerr and team with design prototypes, 
Gourmet Settings. “Here We Are Now. Brochure.” 
www.gourmetsettings.com/gourmetsettings/
content/pdfs/gs_herewearenow.pdf.

Gourmet Settings Flatware in production, 2009. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYk1HAVz7V0.

…through research and
sourcing raw material
suppliers and factories,
and collaborating
with factory owners
and workers

Gourmet Settings
Designed in Canada
Made in Vietnam
and China 



…through 
understanding and 
selecting suppliers,
emphasizing 
traceability, 
transparency,
corporate social 
responsibility,
socially responsible 
public procurement



Thao Vu www.kilomet109.com

Kilomet109, Vietnam

As discussed by Rimi Khan, 
RMIT, Vietnam
Cultural sustainability and mobility in 
post-Covid fashion enterprise
RGS conference, 2021

…through alternative 
systems of production,
emphasizing cultural 
sustainability

Kilomet109 Phiêu runway show, 2017
ELLE Vietnam, photographer Sebastian 
Graetz. https://www.kilomet109.com/elle-fashion-
runway-hcmc/



Dead White Man Clothes
https://deadwhitemansclothes.org
instagram @theorispresent

…through activism,
research,
and making visible
the invisible



Conclusion – what’s your geography of 
responsibility?

Kiitos!


