
Checklist for an Introduction to a research paper

Keep it short

Apply a general to specific pattern 

Include five parts: background, unknown, purpose, approach, closing

Use language to signal the five parts ( see the academic phrasebank) 

Cite the key literature (not a complete literature review)

Eliminate overview sentences (that don’t contribute to the meaning)

Write for a range of disciplinary readers, not for examiners!

Check journal guidelines

Signal the importance of the topic

Use negative (standard) phraseology to signal the gap (the unknown)

1This material was produced by Diane Pilkinton-Pihko as part of an Aalto University Online Learning (A!OLE) project. 
It is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International.
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