
Writing an effective title: 

What you need to know
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This slide set from the video is intended to support your learning after 

watching the video. Note that the slides don’t contain all the explanations 

in the accompanying video.
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An effective title

Ca M A S

Memorable

Short but 

descriptive

(10-12 words)

Catchy

Stands out

Attracts readers

Accurate

Reflects your work

Predicts contents

Searchable

Optimize for 

search engines



Ca

Implement the criteria

Catchy

Craft a hook
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6Pixabay: Man image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke; fish and worm images by Clker-Free-Vector-Images; hook photo by Danny de Bruyne;

; 

A collection of keywords, 

play on words, or clues 

about the content
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Craft a hook



77

Unraveling 

the mysteries

Craft a hook

Pixabay: Man image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke; fish and worm images by Clker-Free-Vector-Images; hook photo by Danny de Bruyne;

; 
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Craft a hook

Unraveling the mysteries of  

Microwave Chemistry Using Silicon 

Carbide Reactor Technology

Pixabay: Man image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke; fish and worm images by Clker-Free-Vector-Images; hook photo by Danny de Bruyne; Title reference: See title 1 film credits 

; 
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Lithium Hydrazinidoborane: A 

Polymorphic Material with Potential 

for Chemical Hydrogen Storage

Pixabay: Man image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke; fish and worm images by Clker-Free-Vector-Images; hook photo by Danny de Bruyne; Title reference: See title 2 film credits 

; 

Craft a hook
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Craft a hook

Self-driving cars:  

A feasible utopia?



1111

Craft a hook

What kind of hook would 

work for your title?
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Implement the criteria

Catchy

Craft a hook
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M

Memorable

Make it memorable
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Trends in digital surveillance show legal abuses of  

metadata of  2000 men and women aged 40 to 50 in the

USA from 2013-2018 rise from 13 to 47%

Digital surveillance: 

Legal abuses of  

journalists’ metadata

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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How? 

Pay attention to syntax!

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke



15

1.  Colon (:)

2.  Question form

3.  Nominalizing

4.  Standard abbreviations

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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Why the colon?

- Two clear parts

- Different patterns

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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Digital surveillance: Legal abuses of  journalists’ metadata

Make it memorable

Redefining the laws on digital surveillance: A case study

Smartphones as tracking devices: The defeat of  privacy

Reviewing cellulose nanomaterials: Structure, properties, 

and nanocomposites

Subject: Conclusion

Subject: Three big nouns

Subject: Type of research

Subject: Aspect
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2. Question form

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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Question? Aspect, …

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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Question? Aspect, …

Subject: Question?

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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Question? Subject

Subject: Question?

Question?

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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How reliable is online assessment?

A self-report study of  dishonest  

behaviors

Make it memorable
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Microwave chemistry: A potential 

for inorganic nanomaterials 

synthesis?

Make it memorable
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Is it more effective to test or assess 

students?

Make it memorable
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3. Nominalize

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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3. Nominalize: VERB + ing + NOUN structure 

Title reference: See title 3 film credits

Make it memorable

c
To visualize

To animate

Visualizing

Animating

Noun

Noun Phrase
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(without a colon)

Visualizing and Animating Large-scale 

Spatiotemporal Data with ELBAR Explorer

3. Nominalize: VERB + ing + NOUN structure 

Title reference: See title 3 film credits

Make it memorable

(with a colon)

Reviewing cellulose nanomaterials: structure, 

properties, and nanocomposites

c
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4. Standard abbreviations

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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Avoid non-standard

abbreviations

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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Make it memorable

ASD: XL systems slow 

flexible product development

Avoid non-standard

abbreviations
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Avoid alphabet soup!

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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Make it memorable

STPA improves AS FOS

regarding HP maritime conditions

Avoid alphabet soup!
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Would a novice reader in 

my field understand my 

abbreviated title?

Make it memorable

Pixabay image by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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Make it memorable

What have you used?

- Colon (:)

- Question form

- Nominalizing

- Standard abbreviations
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Implement the criteria

Catchy

Craft a hook
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M

Memorable

Make it memorable

A

Accurate

Be accurate



Predict the contents

• Include key terms

• Target a key message

Be accurate
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Key message type

Indicate the controlling question

Example

Disruption in train traffic: How to 

predict the effects of  weather?

Be accurate
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Key message type

Indicate the controlling question

Just state the findings

Example

Disruption in train traffic: How to 

predict the effects of  weather?

Ruthenium Trichloride is the Most 

Efficient Catalyst for C-H Activation 

with 2,4-Disubstituted Aryl Alcohols

Be accurate
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Key message type

Indicate the controlling question

Just state the findings

Announce the thesis

Example

Disruption in train traffic: How to 

predict the effects of  weather?

Ruthenium Trichloride is the Most 

Efficient Catalyst for C-H Activation 

with 2,4-Disubstituted Aryl Alcohols

Down with digital tracking devices

Be accurate
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What is the key message 

of  my journal article?

Be accurate
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What is the key message of  

my journal article?

What key terms to include?

Be accurate



Ca

Implement the criteria

Catchy

Craft a hook
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M

Memorable

Make it memorable

A

Accurate

Be accurate

S

Searchable

Find it easily
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Optimize

Image: CC-by-0

your title for search engines!

Find it easily
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Optimize

Image: CC-by-0

What keywords are useful in 

online databases?

Find it easily
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Optimize

Image: CC-by-0

What keywords are useful in 

online databases?

What keywords are readers likely 

to search for? 

Find it easily



Checklist

Ca M A S

Has a 

hook?

Short but 

descriptive?

Excludes

non-standard

abbreviations?

Predicts 

contents?

Includes 

key terms?

Has a key

message?

Searchable?

Title 1 X X

Title 2

Title 3
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Thank you!

Special thanks: This video material was produced by Diane Pilkinton-Pihko as part of an Aalto 

University Online Learning (A!OLE) project. It is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-

NonCommercial  4.0 International
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3D white male standing with pointer and book by Peggy and Marco Lachmann-Anke
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