
DATA ANALYSIS 1/2
CODING (WITH SOFTWARE!)



1. A brief reprimer on qualitative analysis
2. Coding
3. Workign with Atlas.ti!

AGENDA



1. CATEGORIZATION putting (your) labels on data
2. ABSTRACTION linking categories into higher-order constructs
3. COMPARISON how categories and constructs vary e.g. across

interviews
4. DIMENSIONALIZATION the range and ”boundary conditions” of a 

construct
5. INTEGRATION Linking the constructs and dimensions, creating ”the

conditions of the context”
6. ITERATION Revising categories and constructs as you move between

datasets
7. REFUTATION Finding negative cases to ensure construct validity

SPIGGLE (1994): PROCESS OF QUAL. ANALYSIS



BASIC ANALYTICAL PROCEDURE

Codes

Sub-themes

Higher-order 
theme Home

Family 

Parenting Caring

Household 
budget

Grocery
shopping



BASIC ANALYTICAL PROCEDURE

Codes

Sub-themes

Higher-order 
theme Home

Family 

Parenting Caring

Household 
budget

Grocery
shopping



CODING



CODING

• Coding is about “reducing data into meaningful segments and 
assignment names for the segments” (Cresswell 2007, p. 148)
• Codes are meaningful concepts or names that are applied to all 

instances of  similar content in a piece of  data

• Codes are heterogeneous (a word can host multiple codes), but codes 
should always be useful and productive

• Coding is a personal and creative process; don’t try to find the “right codes”









BRIEF DETOUR: ANALYSIS VS. 
INTERPRETATION

ANALYSIS
• Systematic investigation of the 

data
• Analysis trims and crystalizes

the text
• Reveals on the explicit 

meanings of  the data
• Coding and categorization; 

making the data more 
manageable

INTERPRETATION
• Developing explanations from

the data
• Interpretation expands the text
• Reveals the implicit meanings 

of  the data
• Contextualizing the data and 

tying it to theory; creating a 
story



OPEN/EMERGENT CODING

Coding the data “as is”; identifying 
data sections that are similar
Pro: most potential for truly novel 
discoveries
Con: ”coder bias” and risks 
“reinventing the wheel”

AXIAL CODING

Developing the results of  open coding 
further
Exploring their relationships between 
codes 

SELECTIVE CODING

Testing emerging ideas
Finding boundary conditions and 
negative cases

THEORY-BASED/A-PRIORI 
CODING 

Working with theoretical constructs to 
code the data
Pro: gives a proven theory for 
interpretation
Con: may stifle imagination for 
surprising discoveries



OPEN CODING: THINGS TO LOOK FOR….

Metaphors and analogies
Any “emic stuff ”

Slang and language clearly tied to 
context

Repetition
Strong emotions
Narrativity and connections

”Then… Then… And after…”
May reveal processes

Axiological statements
“You should”… “It’s wrong…” It’s 
cool when…” 

Actions and practices
What people “actually do”
Struggles in getting what you want

Motivations
People
Contradictions



IMPORTANT!

Analysis, interpretation, and theorizing are essentially personal
Qualitative research is not about finding THE story but A story

“Qualitative inquiry depends, at every stage, on the skills training, insights, and 
capabilities of  the inquirer… Qualitative analysis ultimately depends on the 
analytical intellect and style of  the analyst” 
(Patton 2004, 436) 

Your argument must but be “interesting” (Davis 1971), but rigor 
comes from transparent and systematic analysis that lets the 
“data speaks for itself” (more on this later!)



UNDERCODING
Going for “too 
abstract too early” 
at the expense of  
missing out on 
details

OVERCODING
Getting lost in the 
details and losing a 
sense of  the whole

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Sed sit amet ligula vehicula,
hendrerit dui sit amet, ornare arcu. Fusce libero leo, commodo vitae nunc ac, convallis
elementum lacus. Fusce feugiat sollicitudin turpis, vitae scelerisque tortor pellentesque
vel. Phasellus aliquet tortor at arcu mattis, ac facilisis leo placerat. Sed tristique cursus
augue at venenatis. Mauris mollis posuere velit non rutrum. Nulla varius rhoncus
sagittis. Aenean id molestie lacus, sed cursus ante. Nunc gravida fringilla massa, id
condimentum diam hendrerit vel. Pellentesque vitae sodales libero, in elementum nisl.
Sed mattis, eros at imperdiet sodales, augue erat efficitur nunc, in volutpat neque libero
quis mauris. Ut et gravida urna. Nunc ultrices mauris massa, ut ullamcorper elit
facilisis in. Aliquam erat volutpat. Cras dapibus ante nulla. Nunc luctus mauris magna,
eu tincidunt odio elementum blandit.

Nullam sapien risus, lacinia at viverra sed, pharetra molestie sapien. Aliquam suscipit
tincidunt est, pharetra bibendum enim. Fusce ut bibendum nunc. Ut iaculis sit amet
nisl at consectetur. Pellentesque nec risus vel mauris vulputate tempus non ut tellus.
Phasellus finibus enim sit amet ultricies aliquet. Donec pharetra augue et fermentum
fermentum. Proin tempor feugiat est, eu ultricies metus rutrum eu. Donec dignissim
tortor sit amet pellentesque vulputate. Aliquam finibus in justo id porttitor. Sed viverra,
mauris sed maximus tincidunt, risus dolor auctor sapien, nec faucibus arcu sem a enim.
Sed vitae magna mattis lectus maximus pellentesque. Suspendisse sit amet dictum
nulla, consectetur convallis mi. Etiam interdum tempor porttitor. Sed non nulla
vestibulum, lobortis lorem pulvinar, cursus ligula. Curabitur vitae blandit leo.





Now, Atlas.ti!


