Excerptsfrom:

ExperienceandNature,1925,21929*

JohnDewey!
Contents
0 Preface 1
. T ™ )
[2_Existence as Precarious and as Stable 3
I3 Nature, Endsand Histories 5
4 Nature, Means and Knowledge 7
—— | . 15
l6__Nature, Mind and the Subject 13
[z_Nature, Life and Body-Mind 14
I8__Existence, |deas and Consciousness| 15
19__Experience, Natureand Arf{ 20
. | i 20
0 Preface

p. Vv .... Theoffice of physicalsciencds to discover thosepropertiesandrelationsof
thingsin virtue of which they arecapableof beingusedasinstrumentalitiesphysical
sciencanakesclaimto disclosenotthe innernatureof thingsbut only those
connection®f thingswith oneanotherthatdetermineoutcomesandhencecanbe
usedasmeans.Theintrinsic natureof eventsis revealedin experienceasthe
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immediatelyfelt qualitiesof things. Theintimatecoordinationandevenfusion of
thesequalitieswith theregularitiesthatform the objectsof knowledge,in the proper
sensenf thework "knowledge; characterizesitelligently directedexperienceas
distinctfrom merecasualnduncritical experience.....

p. Vi .... Thatcharacteof everydayexperiencewhich hasbeenmost
systematicallygnoredby philosophyis the extentto whichit is saturatedvith the
resultsof socialintercourseandcommunicationBecausehis factorhasbeendenied,
meaninghave eitherbeendeniedall objectie validity, or have beentreatedas
miraculousextra-naturalintrusions.If, however, languagefor example,is recognized
astheinstrumenf socialcooperatiorandmutualparticipation continuityis
establishedbetweematuralevents(animalsound,cries,etc.) andthe origin and
developmentof meaningsMind is seento bea function of socialinteractionsandto
bea genuinecharactepf naturaleventswhentheseattainthe stageof widestandmost
compl« interactionwith oneanother Ability to respondo meaningsandto employ
them,insteadof reactingmerelyto physicalcontactsmakeshe differencebetween
manandotheranimals;it is theagenyg for elevatingmaninto therealmof whatis
usuallycalledtheidealandspiritual. In otherwords,the socialparticipationaffected
by communicationthroughlanguageandothertools, is the naturalisticlink which
doesaway with the oftenallegednecessityof dividing the objectsof experiencento
two worlds,onephysicalandoneideal.

p. viii ... Themeaningghatform mind becomeconsciousnessyr ideas,
impressionsetc.,whensomethingwithin the meaningsor in their application
becomeslubious,andthemeaningin questiommeedseconstruction.

p.ix .... Philosophythen,is a generalizedheoryof criticism. Its ultimate
valuefor life-experienceis thatit continuouslyprovidesinstrumentdor the criticism
of thosevalues— whetherof beliefs,institutions,actionsor products- thatarefound
in all aspect®f experience.

1 Experience and Philosophic Method

p.la

Thetitle of this volume,ExperienceandNature,is intendedto signify thatthe
philosophyherepresentednay betermedeitherempiricalnaturalismor naturalistic ~ empirical
empiricism,or, .. naturalistichumanism. naturalism

p.2a

In the naturalscienceshereis a union of experienceandnature..., theinquirer
mustuseempiricalmethodif hisfindingsareto be treatedasgenuinelyscientific. The
investigatorassumegsa matterof coursethatexperiencegontrolledin specifiable
ways,is theavenuethatleadsto thefactsandlaws of nature.He useseasorand
calculationfreely; he couldnot getalongwithoutthem.But he seedo it thatventures
of thistheoreticakortstartfrom andterminatein directly experiencedsubject-matter
Theorymayintervenein along courseof reasoningmary portionsof which are
remotefrom whatis directly experiencedBut thevine of pendantheoryis attached
atboth endsto the pillars of obsened subject-matterAnd this experiencednaterialis
the samefor the scientificmanandthe manin the street.Thelatter cannotfollow the
interveningreasoningvithout specialpreparationBut stars,rocks,trees,and
creepinghingsarethe samematerialof experiencefor both.
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p.4a

.... ltis notexperiencewhichis experiencedput nature— stonesplants,
animals diseasedhyealth,temperatureglectricity, andsoon. Thingsinteractingin
certainwaysareexperiencethey arewhatis experiencedLinked in certainother
wayswith anothematuralobject—thehumanorganism- they arehow thingsare
experiencechswell. Experiencahusreacheslown into nature it hasdepth.It also
hasbreadthandto anindefinitely elasticextent. It stretchesThatstretchconstitutes
inference.

p. 1.... Dialecticaldifficulties,perpleities dueto definitionsgivento the

conceptghatenterinto the discussionmayberaised.... Thevery existenceof science

is evidencethatexperiencds suchanoccurrencehatit penetratemto natureand
expandswithoutlimit throughit. .... in the caseof naturalsciencewe habituallytreat
experienceasstarting-pointandasmethodfor dealingwith nature andasthe goalin
which natureis disclosedor whatit is.

p. 2.... If experienceactuallypresentsestheticandmoraltraits,thenthese
traitsmay alsobe supposedo reachdown into nature,andto testify to somethinghat
belongsto natureastruly asdoesthe mechanicastructureattributedto it in physical
science.To rule outthatpossibilityby somegenerakeasonings to forgetthatthe
very meaningandpurportof empiricalmethodis thatthingsareto be studiedon their
own accountsoasto find outwhatis revealedwhenthey areexperienced Thetraits
possesselly thesubject-mattersf experienceareasgenuineasthe characteristicef
sunandelectron.They arefound, experiencedandarenotto beshoved out of being
by sometrick of logic. ....

Thescientificinquirertalksandwritesaboutparticularobseredeventsand
gualities,aboutspecificcalculationsandreasoningsHe makesno allusionto
experiencepnewould probablyhave to searchalong time throughreportsof special
researchei orderto find theword. Thereasoris thateverythingdesignatedy the
word"experience”is soadequatelyncorporatednto scientificproceduresnd
subject-mattethatto mentionexperiencevould beonly to duplicatein agenerakerm
whatis alreadycoveredin definiteterms.

p. 23[cf. (Rorty, 1982),p. 82]

Thatthe physiologicalorganismwith its structurewhetherin manor in the
loweranimals,is concernedvith makingadaptationsindusesof materialin the
interestof maintenancef thelife-processcannotbe denied.The brainandnenous
systemareprimarily organsof action-undegoing;biologically it canbeasserted
without contravzentionthat primary experienceds of a correspondingype. Hence,
unlessthereis breachof historicandnaturalcontinuity, cognitive experiencemust
originatewithin thatof a noncognitve sort.

2 Existence asPrecariousand as Stable

p. 44

.... Throughsciencewe have securech degreeof power of predictionandof
control;throughtools, machineryandanaccompaying techniquewve have madethe
world moreconformableo our needsa moresecureabode We have heapedip

noallusionto
experience

maintenancef
thelife-process,

science .. power
of predictionand
control
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richesandmeansf comfortbetweeroursehesandtherisksof theworld. We have
professionalize@musemenasanagenyg of escapandforgetfulnessBut whenall is
saidanddone thefundamentallyhazardougharacteof theworld is not seriously
modified,muchlesseliminated.

p. 49

.... Kantassignsll thatis manifoldandchaoticto onerealm,thatof senseand
all thatis uniform andregularto thatof reason.

p.53-4

...In briefestformula’reality” becomesavhatwe wish existenceto be,afterwe  reality”
have analyzedts defectsanddecideduponwhatwould remove them; reality” is
whatexistencewould beif our reasonablyustified preferencesveresocompletely
establishedsto exhaustanddefineits entirebeingandtherebyrendersearchand
struggleunnecessaryWhatis left over, (andsincetrouble,struggleconflict,anderror
still empirically exist, somethings left over) beingexcludedby definitionfrom full
realityis assignedo agradeor orderof beingwhichis assertedo be metaphysically
inferior; anordervariouslycalledapppearancé]usion, mortalmind, or themerely
empirical,againswwhatreally andtruly is. Thenthe problemof metaphysicalters: the problemof
insteadof beinga detectionanddescriptionof the generictraits of existence it metaphysics
becomesnendeaor to adjustor reconcileto eachothertwo separateealmsof being.

Empirically we have just whatwe startedwith: the mixture of the precariousand
problematiowith theassuredaindcomplete.

p. 66

.... Thoughtlike Being,hastwo forms,onereal; the otherphenomenallt is
compelledo takeon reflective form, it involvesdoubt,inquiry andhypothesis,
becausdt setsoutfrom a subject-matteconditionedby sensea factwhich proves
thatthought,intellect,is not purein man,but restrictedoy ananimalorganismthatis
but onepartlinked with otherparts,of nature.

p. 67.... A philosophywhich acceptghedenotatve or empiricalmethods
acceptsatfull valuethefactthatreflective thinking transformsconfusion,ambiguity
anddiscrepang into illumination, definitenessindconsisteng. But it alsopointsto
the contextual situationin which thinking occurs.And it notesthatthe startingpointis  theactually
the actuallyproblematic, andthatthe problematicphaseresidesn someactualand problematic
specifiablesituation. situation

It notesthatthe meansof convertingthe dubiousinto theassuredandthe
incompleteinto the determinateis useof assurecgndestablishedhings,which are
justasempiricalandasindicative of the natureof experiencedhingsasis the
uncertain.It thusnotesthatthinkingis no differentin kind from the useof natural
materialsandenegies,sayfire andtools,to refine,re-order andshapeothernatural
material,sayore.....Thoughtandreasorarenot specificpowers. They consistof the  Thoughtand
proceduresntentionallyemployedn the applicationto eachotherof the reasonarenot
unsatisfactorilyconfusedandindeterminateon onesideandthe regularandstableon ~ SPecificpowers.
theother Generalizingrom suchobsenations,empiricalphilosophypercevesthat
thinking is a continuougprocesf temporalre-omganizationwithin oneandthe same
world of experienceadhings,not a jump from thelatterworld into oneof objects
constitutedoncefor all by thought....
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p. 68 Idealismfails to takeinto accounthe specifiedor concretecharacteof Idealism
the uncertainsituationin which thoughtoccurs;it fails to notetheempirically
concretenatureof the subject-matteracts,andtoolsby which determinatiorand
consisteng arereachedit fails to notethatthe conclusve eventualobjectshaving the
latter propertiesaarethemselesasmary asthesituationsdealtwith.

p. 74

Nothingbut unfamiliarity standsn theway of thinking of bothmind andmatter bothmind and
asdifferentcharacter®f naturalevents,in which matterexpressesheir sequential ":f‘“eff:iffe;e”t
. . . . . . . character®
order, andm'md the orderof theirmeaningsn theirlogical connectionand maturalevents
dependencies.

3 Nature, Endsand Histories

p.78

Evenphilosophersvho have concevedthatpleasurds the solemotive of man
andtheattainmenbf happinessis wholeaim, have givena curiouslysobey drab,
accounpf theworking of pleasureandthe searctfor happinessConsidetthe
utilitarianshow they toiled, spunandwove, but who never sav manarrayedn joy as
thelilies of thefield. Happinessvasto thema matterof calculationandeffort, of
industryguidedby mathematicabook-keepingThe history of manshavs however
thatmantakeshis enjoymenineat,andatasshortrangeaspossible. enjoymenneat

Directappropriationgndsatisfactionsvereprior to arything but the most
elementanandexigentprudencejust asthe usefulartsprecededhe sciencesThe
bodyis deckedbeforeit is clothed.While homesarestill hovels,templesandpalaces
areembellishedLuxuriesprevail over necessitiesxceptwhennecessitiesanbe
festally celebratedMen makea gameof their fishingandhunting,andturnto the
periodicanddisciplinarylaborof agricultureonly wheninferiors,womenandslaves,
cannotbe hadto dothework. Usefullaboris, whene&er possible transformedy
ceremoniabndritual accompanimentsubordinatedo art thatyieldsimmediate
enjoymentotherwiseit is attendedo underthe compulsionof circumstanceluring
abbreriatedsurrendersf leisure.

p. 80

For manis morepreoccupiedvith enhancindife thanwith bareliving; sothata
senseof living whenit attenddaborandutility is borrovednotintrinsic, having been
generatedn thoseperiodsof relief whenactvity wasdramatic.

To saythesethingsis only to saythatmanis naturallymoreinterestedn
consummationghanheis in preparationsandthatconsummationkave firstto behit  consummations,
uponspontaneouslgndaccidentally... beforethey canbe objectsof foresight, preparations
inventionandindustry .... Theextensionsandtransformation®f existencegenerated
in imaginationmay comeatlastto attendwork soasto makeit significantand
agreeable..Labor, throughits structureandorder, lendsplay its patternandplot; play
thenreturnstheloanwith interestto work, in giving it a senseof beginning, sequence
andclimax.

p.82....
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Modernpsychiatryaswell asanthropologyhave demonstratethe enormous
role of symbolismin humanexperience Theword symbolismhowever, is aproduct  symbolism
of reflectionupondirectphenomenanot a descriptionof whathappensvhen
so-calledsymbolsarepotent.For thefeaturewhich characterizesymbolismis
preciselythatthe thing which laterreflectioncallsa symbolis nota symbol,but a
directvehicle,a concreteembodimentavital incarnation..... Symbolismin this sense
dominatesiotonly all earlyartandcult but socialorganizationaswell. Rites,
designspatternsareall chagedwith a significancevhich we may call mystic,but
whichis immediateanddirectto thosewho have andcelebratehem.Be the origin of
thetotemwhatit may, it is notacold, intellectualsign of a socialorganizationjt is
thatorganizatiormadepresentndvisible, a centerof emotionallychagedbehaior.
.... Suchsymbolsarenotindicative or intellectualsigns;they arecondensed
substitute®of actualthingsandevents,which embodyactualthingswith moredirect
andenhancedmportthando thethingsthemseleswith their distractionsjmposition,
andirrelevancies Meaningsareintellectuallydistortedanddepressedyut
immediatelythey areheightenedaindconcentrated.

p. 83 Jespersenpeakof the origin of languagen similar terms.He saysthat Jespersen
mary linguistic philosopher@&ppeato "imagine our primitive ancestorsfter their
own imageasseriousandwell meaningmen,endavedwith alarge shareof common
sense... They leave you with theimpressiorthatthesefirst framersof speectwere
sedatecitizenswith a stronginterestin the purelybusinesandmatterof factaspects
of life.” But Jespersefindsthatthe prosaicsideof early culturewascapableonly "of
calling forth shortmonosyllabidnterjectionsthey arethe mostimmutableportionsof
languageandremainnow at essentialljthe samestandpointisthousand®f years
ago’ He concludeghatthe”genesisof languages found.... in the poeticsideof life;
the sourceof speechis not gloomyseriousnessut merry play andyouthful hilarity.”
And no onewould dery, | supposehatliteratureratherthanbusinessandsciencehas
developedandfixedour presentinguistic resources.

It would be difficult to find a fact moresignificantof thetraits of nature more
instructive for a naturalisticmetaphysic®f existence thanthis cleavageof thethings
of humanexperiencanto actualbut hardobjects,andenjoyedbut imaginedobjects.

p. 83-84

Onemightthink thatphilosophers.. might have directedtheir attentionto this
directphaseof experiencejn which objectsarenot amatterof sensationsdeas,
beliefsor knowledge but aresomethinghadandenjoyed...the"self-evident” things
of philosophersrereconditeandtechnical.

The othermostself-evidentthingin experiences usefullaborandits coercive usefullaborand
necessityAs directappreciatre enjoymeniexhibits thingsin their consummatory its coercive
phase)abormanifestshingsin their connection®f thingswith oneanotherin necessity
efficiengy, productity, furthering,hindering,generatingdestroying.Fromthe
standpoinbf enjoymentathing is whatit directly doesfor us. Fromthatof labora
thing is whatit will doto otherthings—the only wayin whichatool or anobstacle
canbedefined.Extraordinaryandsubtlereasoniave beenassignedor beliefinthe  principleof
principle of causationLaborandthe useof toolsseemhowever, to bea sufficient causation
empiricalreasonindeed o bethe only empiricaleventsthatcanbe specifically useof tools
pointedto in this connection.... Thefirst thinkerwho proclaimedhatevery eventis
effect of somethingandcauseof somethingelse thatevery particularexistenceis
both conditionedandcondition,merelyputinto wordsthe procedureof theworkman,
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convertingamodeof practiceinto aformula.

p. 86.... Thingsin theirimmediay areunknovn andunknowvable,notbecause
they areremoteor behindsomeimpenetrableseil of sensatiorof ideas but because
knowledgehasno concernwith them.For knowledgeis a memorandunof conditions  useof tools
of theirappearancesoncernedthatis, with sequencegoeistencesrelations.
Immediatethingsmay be pointedto by words,but not describedr defined.
Descriptionwhenit occursis but a partof a circuitousmethodof pointingor Description
denoting;index to a startingpoint.... To theempiricalthinker, immediateenjoyment
andsuffering arethe conclusve exhibition andevidencethatnaturehasits finalitiesas
well asits relationships.

.... Withoutabasisin qualitative events,the characteristisubject-matteof
knowledgewould bealgebraioghostsrelationsthatdo notrelate.To disposeof things  algebraigghosts
in which relationsterminateby calling themelementsis to discoursewithin a
relationalandlogical schemeOnly if elementsaremorethanjustelementsn a
whole,only if the have somethingqualitatively their own, canarelationalsystenbe
preventedfrom completecollapse.

p. 96-97

If experiencedhingsarevalid evidence thennaturein having qualitieswithin
itself haswhatin theliteral sensemustbe calledends terminals.arrestsenclosures.

p. 97.... to asserthatnatureis characterizethy ends the mostconspicuousf
whichis thelife of mind, seemdike engagingn aneulogistic,ratherthanan
empiricalaccountof nature.Somethingnuchmoreneutralthanary suchimplication
is, however, meant..... It is acommonplacehatno thing lastsforever. ....

Thegenuinamplicationsof naturalendsmay be broughtout by considering
beaginningsinsteadof endings.To insistthatnatureis anaffair of beginningsis to beginnings
asserthatthereis no onesingleandall-at-oncebaginning of everything...... It does
notimply thatevery baginning marksanadwanceor improvement. .. Clearlythefact
andideaof begginningis neutral,not eulogistic;temporal ,not absolute And since
wherever onething bagins somethingelseends whatis true of beginningsis true of
endings.

4 Nature, Meansand Knowledge

p. 121

The exactingconditionsimposedby nature thathave to be obseredin order
thatwork becarriedthroughto successarethe sourceof all notingandrecordingof
natures doings.They supplythedisciplinethatchastengxuberantfang into respect
for the operationof events,andthateffect subjectionof thoughtto a pertinentorderof
spaceandtime. While leisureis the motherof dramasportandliterary spell-binding,
necessitys the motherof invention,discovery andconsecutie reflection....Spears,
sharesgins, traps,utensils basketandwebsmay have their poteny enhancedy
adherenceo ceremoniabdesign but the designis never acompletesubstitutefor
conformityto the efficaciousresistanceandadaptation®f naturalmaterials.

Acumen,shravdnessjnventivenessaccumulatiorandtransmissiorof information information
...thingsassigns
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areproductsof the necessityunderwhich manlaborsto turn away from absorptionin
directhaving andenjoying,soasto considetthingsin their active connectionss
meansandassigns..... Everythingis doneto bedeckutilities, instrumentalitieswith
reminderf consummatorgventssoasto lessertheir burden,but usefulartsin
returnsupplyceremoniahrtswith their materials appliancesandpatterns.

... By its naturetechnologyis concernedvith thingsandactsin their
instrumentalitiesnotin theirimmediaciesObjectsandeventsfigurein work notas
fulfillments, realizationsput in behalfof otherthingsof which they aremeansand
predictive signs.....

p.123

A tool denotesa perceptiorandacknavledgmentof sequentiabondsin nature. tool

p.124

Thesocialdivisioninto alaboringclassanda leisureclass betweerindustry socialdivision
andestheticcontemplationbecamea metaphysicatlivision into thingswhich are metaphysical

meremeansandthingswhich areends.Meansaremenial,subservientslavish; and division
endsliberal andfinal; thingsasmeandestify to inherentdefect,to dependencevhile
endstestify to independenéndintrinsically self-suficing being.Hencetheformercan

never beknown in themselesbut only in their subordinatiorio objectsthatarefinal,

while thelattercanbe known in andthroughthemselesby self-enclosedeasonThus
theidentificationof knowledgewith estheticcontemplatiorandthe exclusionfrom

scienceof trial, work, manipulatiorandadministratiorof things,comesfull circle.

p. 125
....If Greekthinkersdid notachieve sciencethey achievedtheideaof science.  Greekthinkers
This accomplishmentvasbeyondthereachof artistandartisan.For no matterhow .- notscience,

but arealmof

solid the contentof their own obsenationsandbeliefsaboutnaturalevents,that eternaforms

contentwasbounddown to occasion®f origin anduse.Therelationsthey recognized
wereof local areadn time andplace.Subject-matteunderwent certaindistortion
whenit waslifted out of this context, andplacedin arealmof eternalforms. But the
ideaof knowledgewastherebyliberated andthe schemeof logical relationships
amongexistencesheld up asanideal of inquiry. Thinkingwasuncoveredasan
enterprisehaving its own objectsandproceduresandthe discovery of thoughtas
methodof methodsn all artsaddeda new dimensiorto all subsequergxperience.lt
would beanacademignatterto try to balancehe credititemsdueto thediscovery of
thoughtandof logic asa freeenterpriseagainsthe debitconsequencegsultingfrom
the hardandfastseparatiorof theinstrumentabndfinal.

p. 126

.... The Sophistgaughtthatmancouldlargely controlthefortunesof life by the Sophists
masteryof thearts.No onehasexceededPlatoin avarenes®f presentlls. But since
they aredueto ignoranceandopinion,they areremediableheholds,by adequate

knowledge.Philosophyshouldterminatein anart of socialcontrol. Plato:
Philosophyas
p. 127 socialcontrol

This period...did notendure... Yettheepisode .. manifestsanothemway
opento manin themidstof anuncertainjncompleteandprecariousiniverse....
Throughinstrumentahrts,artsof controlbasedn studyof nature objectswhich are
fulfilling andgood,maybe multiplied andrenderedsecure This roadafteralmosttwo
millenniaof obscuratioranddesertionwasrefoundandretakenijts rediscawery marks
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whatwe call themodernera. Consideratiorof the significanceof scienceasa
resourcén aworld of mixed uncertaintyperil, andof uniformity, stability, furnishes
uswith the themeof this chapterof experience.

p.128

.... Thedistinctively intellectualattitudewhich marksscientificinquiry was
generatedn efforts at controlling personsandthingssothatconsequencesssues,
outcomeavould be morestableandassured.... In respondingo thingsnotin their
immediatequalitiesaredimmed,while thosefeatureswvhich aresigns,indicesof
somethingelse,aredistinguishedA thingis moresignificantlywhatit makespossible
thanwhatit immediatelyis. Thevery conceptiorof cognitive meaningjntellectual
significancejs thatthingsin theirimmediag aresubordinatedo whatthey portend
andgive evidenceof. An intellectualsigndenoteghatathingis nottaken
immediatelybut is referredto somethinghatmaycomein consequencef it.
Intellectualmeaningsnaythemselesbeappropriatedenjoyedandappreciatedbut
the charactenf intellectualmeanings instrumental.

p.128-129

Thefirst gropingstepsn definingspatialandtemporalqualities,in
transformingpurelyimmediatequalitiesof local thingsinto genericrelationships,
weretakenthroughthe arts. Thefinger, thefoot, the unit of walking wereusedto
measurespacemeasurementsf weightoriginatedin theartsof commercial
exchangeandmanufactureGeometrybeginning asagriculturalart, further Geometry
emancipatedpacerom beingalocalizedquality of immediateextensity But the
radically differentwaysof conceving geometryfoundin ancientandin modern
sciencds evidenceof the slownessof the procesf emancipatiorof even
geometricaformsfrom director esthetidraits. In Greekastronomytheintrinsic
qualitiesof figuresalwaysdominatedheir instrumentakignificancen inquiry; they
wereformsto which phenomendadto conforminsteadof meansof indirect
measurementsdardlytill our own day did spatialrelationsgetemancipatedrom
estheticandmoralqualities,andbecomewholly intellectualandrelational,abstracted
from immediatequalifications andtherebygeneralizedo their limit.

.... In principlethe step[of recognitionof thingsin their intellectualor
instrumentaphasejs takenwheneer objectsaresoreducedrom their statusof objectsreduced
completeobjectsasto betreatedassignsor indicationsof otherobjects..... tosigns
Abstractionis not a psychologicalncident;it is afollowing to its logical conclusion
of interestin thosephase®f naturalexistencewhich aredependablandfruitful signs
of otherthings;which aremeanf predictionby formulationin termsimplying other
terms..... Genuinesciencds impossibleaslong asthe objectesteemedor its own
intrinsic qualitiesis takenasthe objectof knowledge.Its completenessts immanent
meaningdefeatsts useasindicatingandimplying.

p. 131

Thenetresultof the new scientificmethodwasconceptiorof natureasa natureasa
mathematical-mechanicabject. If modernphilosophyreflectingthetendenciesf mathematical-
the new scienceabolishedinal causesrom nature jt wasbecaus&oncerrwith mechanical

L . . . object.
qualitative ends... blockedinquiry, discorery andcontrol,andendedin barren
dialecticaldisputesaboutdefinitionsandclassifications.

p. 132



exerptsfrom John.Dewey: ExperienceandNature 1925,21929 10

.... Dependablenaterialwith which to know wasfoundin a differentrealmof
being;in spatialrelations positions massesmathematicallydefined,andin motionas
changeof spacehaving directionandvelocity.... The only world which definesand
descriesandexplainswasaworld of masse$n motion,arrangedn a systenof
Cartesiarcoordinates.

p. 133

Modernscienceepresentsa generalizedecognitionandadoptionof thepoint ~ Modernscience
of view of the usefularts,for it proceeddy employmenof a similar operative
technigueof manipulatiorandreduction.Physicalsciencenvould beimpossible
withoutthe appliancegindprocedure®f separatiorandcombinationf the
industrialarts.

p. 144

Preoccupatiomith elementarynitsis asmarkedin logic, biology, and
psychologyasin physicsandchemistry Sometimest seemgo have resultedn
takingmerelydialecticalentitiesfor actualunitary elementsput thatis not logically
necessarySuchanoutcomesignifiesonly thattheright unitswerenotfound. Serious
objectionholdswhentheinstrumentatharacteof the elementss forgotten;andthey
aretreatedasindependentultimate;whenthey aretreatedasmetaphysicafinalities,
insolubleepistemologicaproblemsresult. Whatever aredesignatedselements,
whetherogical, mathematicalphysicalor mental,dependespeciallyuponthe
existenceof immediate gualitatively integral objects.Searchfor elementsstartswith
suchempiricalobjectsalreadypossessedsensorydata,whetherthey aredesignated
psychicor physical,arethusnot startingpoints;they arethe productsof analysis.
Denialof the primaryreality of immediateempiricalobjectslogically terminatesn an
abrogatiorof thereality of elementsfor sensorydata,or sensaandsensibilia, arethe
residuaof analysisof theseprimarythings. Moreover every stepof analysisdepends
uponcontinualreferencao theseempiricalobjects.

p. 150

Whentheappliance®f atechnologythathadgrown moredeliberatevere
adoptedn inquiry, andthelens,pendulummagneticneedle)ever wereusedastools  lens,pendulum,
of knowing, andtheir functionsweretreatedasmodelsto follow in interpreting magneticneedle,
physicalphenomenascienceceasedo beidentifiedwith appreciatie contemplation :f"erf"‘smo's"f
. . . . . . . nowing
of nobleandidealobjects,..., becameanaffair of time andhistoryintelligently
managed.

p. 151

...mary criticstakean”instrumental”’theoryof knowledgeto signify thatthe
valueof knowing is instrumentato theknower. Thisis a matterwhichis asit maybe
in particularcases but certainlyin mary caseghe pursuitof sciencds sport,carried  pursuitof science
on, like othersportsfor its own satisfaction But "instrumentalism’is atheorynot assport
aboutpersonabispositionandsatisfactiorin knowing, but aboutthe properobjectsof
sciencewhatis "proper” beingdefinedin termsof physics..... the pursuitof
knowledgeis oftenanimmediatelydelightful event; its attainedproductspossess
esthetiaqualitiesof proportion,order andsymmetry But thesequalitiesdo not mark
off or definethe characteristi@andappropriateobjectsof science.

p. 152
.... In ancientsciencehe essenc®ef sciencavasdemonstrationthelife blood
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of modernscienceis discovery. ....

.... Whenthe objectsof knowledgearetakento befinal, perfect,complete,
metaphysicafulfillments of nature propermethodsconsistsn definitionand
classificationjearningcloseswith demonstratiomf therationalnecessityof
definitionsandclassifications... Discovery wasmerelythe perceptiorthatsome
particularmaterialhithertounclassifiedby thelearnercameundera universalform
alreadyknown. Theuniversalis alreadyknown becausegivento thought; andthe
particularis alreadyknown, becauseivento perception learningmerelybrings
thesetwo givenformsinto connectionsothatwhatis "discovered”is the
subsumptiorof particularunderits universal.

p. 158

.... idealism,while it hashadanintimationof the constructvely instrumental
office of intelligence hasmistranslatedhe discovery. ... it took re-constitutiorto be
constitution; re-constructiorio be construction...[it] hadno way of notingthat
thoughtis intermediarybetweersomeempiricalobjectsandothers... A corversionof
actualimmediateobjectsinto better, into moresecureandsignificant,objectswas
treatedasa movementfrom merelyapparenandphenomenaBeingto thetruly Real.
In short,idealismis guilty of neglectthatthoughtandknowledgearehistories.

p.159....

Thistheory explicitly aboutthoughtasa conditionof sciencejs actuallya
theoryaboutnature.lt involvesattributionto natureof threedefiningcharacteristics.
In thefirst place,it is implied thatsomenaturaleventsareendingswhetherenjoyedor
obnoxiouswhich occur apartfrom reflective choiceandart, only casually without
control. In thesecondplace,it impliesthatevents,beingeventsandnotrigid and
lumpy substancesreongoingandhenceassuchunfinishedjncomplete,
indeterminateConsequentlyhey possesa possibility of beingsomanagedand
steeredhatendsmaybecomdulfillments not justterminal,conclusionsotjust
closings.Suspensejoubt,hypothesesxperimentwith alternatvesareexponentsof
this phaseof nature.In thethird place,regulationof ongoingandincomplete

processem behalfof selectedconsequencegnpliesthatthereareordersof sequence

andcoeistenceinvolved; theseordersor relationswhenascertainedreintellectual
meanswhich enableusto useeventsasconcretemeansof directingthe courseof
affairsto forecastconclusions.

p. 160....

Theserelationsin themselesarehypotheticalandwhenisolatedfrom
applicationaresubject-matteof mathematics... Hencethe ultimate objectsof
scienceareguided processesf change.

p. 162

... Prejudiceagainsthe abstractassomethingemoteandtechnical,is often
irrational ; but thereis sensén the corviction thatin theabstracthereis something
lackingwhich shouldberecorered. The seriousobjectto "applied” sciencdiesin
limitation of theapplication asto privateprofit andclassadwantage.

p. 163

.... Thereis superstitiouswe reflectedn the currentestimateof sciencelf we
couldfree ourselhesfrom a somevhatabjectemotion,it would be clearenoughthat
whatmakesary propositionscientificis its powerto yield understandingnsight,

definitionand
classification;

rationalnecessity

idealism

thoughtand
knowledgeare
histories

Prejudiceagainst
theabstract

superstitiousawe
of science
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intellectualat-homenessn connectiorwith ary existentialstateof affairs, by filling
eventswith coherenandtestedmeanings.

Asidefrom mathematicsall knowledgeis historic;chemistry geology
physiology aswell asanthropologyandthosehumaneventsto which, arrogantly we
usuallyrestrictthetitle of history. Only assciencds seento befulfilled andbrought
to itself in intelligentmanagementf historicalprocesse their continuity canman
be ernvisagedaswithin nature andnotasa supernaturagxtrapolation.Justbecause
natureis whatit is, historyis capableof beingmoretruly known — understood,
intellectuallyrealized— thanaremathematicahndphysicalobjects.Do whatwe can,
therealwaysremainssomethingeconditeandremotein thelatter, until they are
restoredn the courseof affairs from whichthey have beensequestratediVhile the
humanizingof sciencecontributesto thelife of humanity it is evenmorerequiredin
behalfof sciencejn orderthatit maybeintelligible, simpleandclear;in orderthatit
may have thatcorrespondenceith reality which true knowledgeclaimsfor itself.

16Nov96

5 Nature, Communication and Meaning

p. 166

Of all affairs,communicatioris the mostwonderful. Thatthingsshouldbeable
to passfrom the planeof externalpushingandpulling to thatof revealingthemseles
to man,andtherebyto themseles;andthatthefruit of communicatiorshouldbe
participation sharing,is awonderby the sideof which transsubstantiatiopales.

Whencommunicatioroccurs all naturaleventsaresubjectto reconsideration
andrevision ; they arereadaptedo meettherequirement®f corversationwhetherit
be public discourseor thatpreliminarydiscoursaermedthinking. Eventsturninto
objects thingswith ameaning.

p. 167

.... Wherecommunicatiorexists, thingsin acquiringmeaningtherebyacquire
representavies,surrogatessignsandimplicates which areinfinitely moreamenable
to managementnorepermanenandmoreaccommodatinghaneventsin their first
estate.

In view of thesencrementsandtransformationsit is not surprisingthat
meaningsunderthe nameof formsandessenced)ave oftenbeenhailedasmodesof
Beingbeyondandabove spatialandtemporalexistence... nor thatthoughtastheir
possessiohasbeentreatedasa non-naturakpiritual enegy, disjoinedfrom all thatis
empirical. Yetthereis a naturalbridgethatjoins the gapbetweerexistenceand
essencenamelycommunicationlanguagediscourse.

[cf. G.H. Mead,HabermasTKH]
p. 168

... while they have discoursedofluently aboutmary topics[philosophersgven
... professe@mpiricists]have discoursedittle aboutdiscoursétself.

knowledgeis
historic

humanizingof
science

fruit of
communication
... participation

things,meaning,
signs,implicates
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Logoshasbeencorrectlyidentifiedwith mind; but logosandhencemind was
conceved supernaturallyLogic wastherebysupposedo have its basisin whatis
beyondhumanconductandrelationshipsandin consequencthe separatiorof the
physicalandtherational,theactualandtheideal, recevedits traditionalformulation.

p.171

.... Thingsconformednaturallyandexactly to partsof speech...

Theresultingtheoryof substancegssentiapropertiesaccidentahjualitiesand
relations,andtheidentificationof Being (by meansf the copula”is”) with thetenses
of theverb, (sothatthe highestBeingwas,is how, andever shallbe...) controlledthe
whole schemeof physicsandmetaphysicsywhich formedthe philosophictradition of
Europe.It wasa naturalconsequencef theinsightthatthings,meaningsandwords
correspond.

p. 172Theinsightwaspenertedby the notionthatthe correspondencef things
andmeaningss prior to discourseandsocialintercourse.

Thus... thegreatessinglediscovery of man... becameéhe sourceof anartificial
physicsof nature thebasisof a science philosophyandtheologyin whichthe
universewasanincarnategrammaticabrderconstructedifterthe modelof discourse.

Themoderndiscovery of innerexperiencepf arealmof purely personakvents
thatarealwaysattheindividual'scommand.. is alsoa greatandliberatingdiscovery.
It impliesa new worth andsenseof dignity in humanindividuality.... It is the
counterparbf whatdistinguishesnodernsciencegxperimental hypotheticalalogic
of discovery ...

p.173

.... Failureto recognizehatthis world of innerexperiencds dependentipon
anextensionof languagewhichis asocialproductandoperationed to the
subjectvistic, solipsisticandegotistic strainin modernthought..... modernthinkers
composedatureafterthe modelof personakoliloquizing.

6 Nature, Mind and the Subject

p. 208

Personalityselfhood,subjectvity areeventualfunctionsthatemege with
complly organizednteractionsprganicandsocial. Personalndividuality hasits
basisandconditionsin simplerevents.

p.219

...thewholehistory of scienceartandmoralsprovesthatthe mind thatappears mindin
in individualsis notassuchindividual mind. Theformeris in itself a systemof belief, individualsnot
recognitionsandignorancespf acceptanceandrejections of expectanciesnd individualmind
appraisal®f meaningsvhich have beeninstitutedundertheinfluenceof customand
tradition.

.... Webringto thesimplestobsenationa complex apparatusf habits,of
acceptedneaningsandtechniquesOtherwiseobsenationis the blankestof stares,
andthe naturalobjectis ataletold by anidiot, full only of soundandfury.

p. 222
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.... Letusadmitthe caseof the conserative; if we oncestartthinking noone
canguaranteavherewe shallcomeout, exceptthatmary objects,endsand
institutionsaresurelydoomed.Every thinkerputssomeportionof anapparently
stableworld in peril andno onecanwholly predictwhatwill emegein its place.

p. 225-6

.... Compteseveraltimesrecursto theideathat... madnessnarksanexcessof ~ Compte
subjectvism.... thatmadnes$asto be construechistoricallyandsociologically
Underprimitive conditionsall thelargerideasaboutnaturearereveriesconstructedn
theinterestof emotions.Myths werefancies but they werenotinsanitiesbecause myths
they weretheonly reply to the challengeof naturewhich existing instrumentalities
permitted.Assertionof similarideastodayis insanity becausevailableintellectual
resourcesndagenciesnakepossibleandrequireradically differentadjustments....

Inability to employthe method=of forming andcheckingbeliefswhich areavailable
atagiventime, whateser bethe sourceof thatinability, constitutesa disorientation.

p.230
.... Theroadto freedomby escapénto theinnerlife is nomoderndiscovery;it  escape

wastakenby savages by theoppressedyy children,long beforeit wasformulatedin
philosophicaromanticism.

7 Nature, Lifeand Body-Mind

p. 255

.... Organizationis anempiricaltrait of someevents,no matterhow speculatie organization
anddubioustheoriesaboutit maybe.... Organizatioris socharacteristiof the nature
of someeventsin their sequentialinkagesthatno theoryaboutit canbe as
speculatie or absurdasthosewhichignoreor dery its genuinesexistence.

p. 258
... 'mind” is anaddedpropertyassumedy afeelingcreaturewhenit reaches  "mind” isan
thatorganizednteractionwith otherliving creaturesvhichis language, addedproperty

communicationThenthe qualitiesof feelingbecomesignificantof objective
differencesn externalthingsandof episodepastandto come.This stateof thingsin
which qualitatively differentfeelingsarenot just hadbut aresignificantof objective
differencesis mind. Feelingsareno longerjust felt. They have andthey makesense:
recordandprophesy

Thatis to say differencesn qualities(feelings)of actswhenemployedas
indicationsof actsperformedandto be performedandassignsof their consequences,
meansomething.

p.278

... traditionaltheorieshave separatedife from nature mind from organiclife,
andtherebycreatednysteries Restorehe connectionandthe problemof how a mysteries
mind canknow anexternalworld or evenknow thatthereis suchathing, is like the
problemof how ananimaleatsthingsexternalto itself....



exerptsfrom John.Dewey: ExperienceandNature 1925,21929 15

A creaturggeneratedn a conjunctive union,dependentiponothers... for
perpetuatiorof its being,andcarryingin its own structurethe organsandmarksof its
intimateconnectionwith otherswill know othercreaturesf it knowsitself.

p. 285

... body-mindsimply designatesvhatactuallytakesplacewhenaliving bodyis
implicatedin situationsof discoursecommunicatiorandparticipation.

8 Existence, |deas and Consciousness

p.299

.... Meaningsdo not comeinto beingwithout languageandlanguageémplies
two selesinvolvedin aconjointor sharedundertaking Thuswhile its direct
mechanisnis foundin the vocalizingandauditoryapparatuseshis mechanisnis in
alliancewith generabrganicbehaior..... This alliancesuppliedanguagewith the
immediatequalitative "feel” thatmarksoff signsimmediatelyfrom oneanothetin
existence.

Thesameconsiderationslefinethe "subconsciousdf humanthinking. Apart
from languagefrom imputedandinferredmeaningwe continuallyengagen an
immensemultitude of immediateorganicselectionsrejectionswelcomings,
expulsions,appropriationswithdrawals, shrinkings expansionselationsand
dejectionsattackswardingsoff, of the mostminute,vibratingly delicatenature.We
arenot awareof the qualitiesof mary or mostof theseacts;we do not objectively
distinguishandidentify them. Yetthey exist asfeelingqualities,andhave an
enormoudlirective effect on our behaior. If for example,certainsensoryqualitiesof
which we arenot cognitively awareceasdo exist, we cannotstandor controlour
postureandmovements.in athoroughlynormalorganism these’feelings” have an
efficieng/ of operationwhichit is impossiblefor thoughtto match.Evenour most
highly intellectualizedperationglependuponthemasa "fringe” by whichto guide
ourinferentialmovements.They give usour senseof rightnessandwrongnessof
whatto selectandemphasizendfollow up,andwhatto drop...

[Husserl,Habermas’Lebenswelt”;Searle:"Background”]
p. 300

.... Formulateddiscoursas mainly but a selectedstatemenof whatwe wishto
retainamongall theseincipientstarts following upsandbreakingoff.... The
"reasoning”persoris onewho makeshis "intuitions” morearticulatemore
deliverablein speechasexplicit sequencef initial premisesjointures,and
conclusions.

p. 300-1

.... Thesubconsciousf a civilized adultreflectsall the habitshe hasacquired,;
thatis to say all theorganicmodificationshe hasundegone....It is mostreliablein
justthoseactiities with respecto whichit is leastspokenof, andleastreliablewith
respecto thosethingswhereit is fashionablemostto laudit.... It is suresto bewrong
in connectiorwith intimatemattersof self-regulationin health,morals,socialaffairs—
in matteramostcloselyconnectedvith basicneedsandrelationshipsWhereits useis
popularlyrecommended is mostdangerousTo usefeelingswhich arenot the

meanings,
language

subconscious

formulated
discourse
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expressiorof arectitudeof organicaction,rectitudethatin civilized or artificial
conditionsis acquiredonly by takingthought( taking thoughtis radicallydifferentto
just”thinking”), is to actlike ananimalwithout having the structuraffacilities of
animallife. It hasthefascinatiorof all easysurrendeto fatality andmaybe eulogized
asareturnto nature spontaneityor to the quasi-dvine. It hasthe charmof lazy and
comfortableescapdrom responsibility;we die, but we die, like animals,uponthe
field, defeatechndmay hapdisheartenedyut without knowing it.

In apracticalsensehereis the heartof the mind-bodyproblem.Activities

which develop,appropriateandenjoymeaningdearthe sameactualizingrelationto
psycho-physicahffairs thatthelatterbearto physicalcharacters.

p. 303

While onthe psycho-physicalevel, consciousnesdenoteghetotality of consciousness
actualizedmmediatequalitative differencesor "feelings; it denotesupontheplane
of mind, actualizedapprehensionsf meaningsthatis, ideas.Thereis thusan meaningsideas

obviousdifferencebetweermind andconsciousnessneaningandanidea. Mind
denoteghewhole systemof meaningsasthey areembodiedn theworkingsof

organiclife; consciousness a beingwith languagelenotesawarenes®r perception

of meaningsit is the perceptiorof actualevents,whetherpast,contemporarypr

future,in theirmeaningsthe having of actualideas.Thegreatempartof mindis only

implicit in ary consciousactor state;thefield of mind — of operatve meanings- is
enormouslywider thanthatof consciousnesdind is contextual andpersistent;
consciousness focal andtransitive. Mind is, soto speakstructural,substantiala
constanbackgroundindforeground;perceptve consciousness processaseriesof  perceptve
heresandnows. Mind is a constantuminosity; consciousnesstermittent,aseriesof ~ consciousness
flashedof varyingintensities.Consciousness, asit were,theoccasionainterception Pro¢®*
of messagesontinuallytransmittedmechanicateceving device selectsa few of the
vibrationswith whichtheair is filled andrenderghemaudible.

p. 304 The natureof awarenes®f meaningsannotbe corveyedin speechAs
with otherimmediatequalitative existencesyordscanonly hint, point; theindication
succeedingvhenit evokesanactualexperienceof thethingin question.Suchwords
asappareny, conspicuousneseutstandingnessjvidnessclearnessincluding of
coursetheir oppositevague dim, confusedmay assisthe evocation.To denotethe
characteristicef mind athoroughlydifferentsetof nameanustbe used:
organizationprder coherenceTherelationof mind to consciousnessiay be partially
suggestedby sayingthatwhile mind asa systemof meaningss subjectto
disoganizationdisequilibration perturbationthereis no sensen referringto a
particularstateof avarenesén its immediag aseitherorganizedor disturbed.An
ideais justwhatit is whenit occurs.... Emotionalconditionsdo notoccuras
emotionsjntrinsically definedassuch;they occuras”tertiary” qualitiesof objects.

p. 305
... meaningsxistentially occurringareideas. ideas
p. 306

.... Indeedthe useof suchwordsascontet andbackgroundfringe, etc.,
suggestsomethingoo external.... Thelargersstemof meaningsuffuses,
interpenetrates;olorswhatis now andhereuppermostit givesthemsensefeeling,
asdistinctfrom signification.
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p. 307

It is impossibleto tell whatimmediateconsciousness — not becauséhereis
somemysteryin or behindit, but for the samereasorthatwe cannottell justwhat
sweetor redimmediatelyis: it is somethinghad,notcommunicatedndknown. But
words,asmeanf directingaction,may evokea situationin which thethingin
questionis hadin someparticularlyilluminating way.

p.308

.... Consciousnesgnidea,is thatphaseof a systemof meaningswhich ata
giventime is undegoingre-direction transitive transformation...Consciousness
themeaningof eventsin courseof remaking;its "cause”is only thefactthatthis is
oneof thewaysin which naturegoeson.

Thereis a counterpartealistdoctrine,accordingto which consciousness like
theeye runningover afield of ready-makebjects,or alight whichilluminatesnow
thisandnow thatportionof a givenfield.... It postulateseventhoughonly implicitly,
apreestablishetlarmoty of theknower andthingsknown, passingover thefactthat
suchharmoly is alwaysanattainedoutcomeof prior inferencesandinvestigations.....

p. 309

It is hardto believe thatsuchan amiableandoptimisticview of the natureof
mind couldhave obtainedcurreng, hadit not beenfor atheologyaccordingio which
Godis perfectmind andmanis createdn theimageof his makerEvenso, however, it
couldhardlyhave persistedvhensciencalisplacedheology hadnotscience
provideda numberof caseswvhich satisfytherequirementf thetheory andthereby
givenit akind of empiricalcontentandbasis.Thatis, the developmentof science
doespresenia) therise of cognitionalinterestto a point of prestige and(b) it
supplieseventuallymary casesf valid cognitive perceptions.

p.310

.... Thenwhentheexistenceof error, mistake dreamshallucinationsetc. is
recognizedthesethingsaretreatedasdeviationsandexceptionsfrom the normal....

... empiricalfactsindicatethatnot errorbut truth is the exception,thething to
beaccountedor, andthattheattainmenof truth is the outcomeof the developmentof
comple andelaboratenethodsf searchingmethodghatwhile congeniato some
menin somerespectsin mary respectgo againsthe humangrain,sothatthey are
adoptedonly afterlong disciplinein a schoolof hardknocks....Empirically ... the
characteristi¢hing aboutperceptionsn their naturalestateapartfrom subjectionto
anartof knowing, is theirirrelevanceto bothtruth anderror;they exist for the most
partin anotherdimensionwhosenaturemaybesuggestethy referencdo
imagination fangy, reverie, affection,love andhate,desire happinesandmisery
Thisfact, morethatthe errorproblem,provestheartificial characteof the spectatar
search-lightnotionof consciousness.

p. 314

.... In completelyintegratedfunctionthereis no roomfor distinctionbetween
thingssignifying andthingssignified....Thereadieraresponsetheless
consciousnesspeaningthinking it permits;divisionintroducesamentalconfusion but
also,in needfor redirection,opportunityfor obsenation,recollection anticipation.

theology

error, mistake,
dreams,
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Thereis thenanempiricaltruth in the commonoppositionbetweertheoryand  theoryand
practice betweerthe contemplatie, reflectve typeandthe executve type....a practice
contrastetweertwo modesof practice.Oneis the... act-firstandthink-afterwards
mode,to which eventsmayyield asthey give wayto ary strongforce. Theother
modeis wary, obsenant,sensitive to slight hintsandintimations....

p.318

.... Objectsarepreciselywhatwe areawareof. For objectsareeventswith Objectsare
meaningstables themilky way ... electronsghostscentaurs.. andall theinfinitely ~ Preciselywhat
multifarioussubject-matteof discoursedesignabldy commonnounsyverbsandtheir e areawareof
qualifiers.

p.319

... thepresenthesissticksto the common-sensbkelief thatuniversalsyelations,
meaningsareof andaboutexistencesnot their exhaustive ingredients. Thesame
existentialeventsarecapableof aninfinite numberof meanings...Thus... "paper”is
"somethingto bewritten upon”... somethingo startafire with; somethindike snaw...
propertyin thelegal sense Thereis no concevableuniverseof discourseén whichthe
thing may notfigure having in eachits own characteristieneaning.

p. 326

.... Philosophyhasonly to state to makeexplicit, the differencebetween
eventswhich arechallengego thoughtandeventswhich have metthe challengeand
hencepossessneaning.t hasonly to notethatbareoccurrenceén theway of having,
being,or undegoingis the provocationandinvitation to thought— seekingandfinding
unapparentonnectionssothatthinking terminateavhenan objectis present
namely whenachallengingeventis endavedwith stablemeaningghrough
relationshipto somethingextrinsic but connected.

... sensationgrebut oneclassof meanings. sensationarebut
p. 327 oneclassof

meanings
.... Sensaretheclassof irreduciblemeaningswvhich areemployedn
verifying andcorrectingothermeanings....Recognitionjdentifiedanddistinguished
meaningjs anindispensableonditionof effective experiencelt is a prerequisitef
successfupractise....

p. 329

.... Acquaintanceés empirically distinguishedrom knowing abouta thing,and  Acquaintance
from knowing thatathing is thusandso....it involvesajudgmentasto whatthe
objectof acquaintancil doin connectiorwith otherevents....

To beacquaintedvith arything is to have thekind of expectang of its
consequenceasghich constitutesanimmediatereadiness$o act,anadequate
preparatonadjustmento whatever thething in questiormaydo. To know aboutit is
to have akind of knowledgewhich doesnot passinto directresponseintil some
furthertermhasbeensupplied.

p. 330

To asserthatknowledgeis classificatioris to asserin effectthatkind, knowledgeis
classification
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characterhasoverlaidandover riddenbareoccurrencendexistence...These
featurescharacterkind, sort,universal likenessfall within the universeof meaning.
Hencethe theorieswhich makethemconstitutive of knowledgeacknavledgethat
having meaningss a prerequisitdor knowing.

p. 336

... astimulusis notan objectof perceptionfor stimulusis correlatve to
responseandis undeterminedxceptasrespons@ccurs...we areawareof the
stimuli only in termsof our responséo themandof theconsequenceas thisresponse.

p. 338

... theword "perception"may belimited to designatewarenes®f objects "perception”
contemporaneoushffectingthebodily organs... sensory-perceptuaheaningsare
specificallydiscriminatedobjectsof awarenessthediscriminationtakesplacein the
courseof inquiry into causatre conditionsandconsequenceshe ultimateneedfor
theinquiry is foundin the necessityof discoveringwhatis to be done,or of
developingaresponseuitablyadaptedo therequirement®f a situation.

p. 339-40

...theintrospectve doctrine... asin the Cartesian-Spinozistiogical realismin
which self-evidengy, clearnessadequay, or truth, areimputedto someconceptual
meaningor ideas;or ... themoreusualform of assigningo thingsappearingn the
field of consciousnessitrinsic propertiesvhich may be readoff by directinspection
.... Isthelastdesperatstandandfortressof the classicdoctrinethatknowledgeis
immediategrasp,ntuition, ervisagementpossession.,

p. 342

...the objectsof revery-consciousnessrejust asmuchcasesf perceved
meaningr ideasof eventsasarethoseof sensoryperceptuatonsciousnes©nly —
they arenotasgoodobjectswith respecto directionof subsequentonduct,including
the conductof knowledge.

p. 345-6

... theworkinglogic of humanaction;thefirst, theway of objective
transformationis the methodof actionin theartsandsciencesthesecondpf action  themethodof

thatis fanciful, "wish-fulfilling, ” romantic,myth-making. actionvs.
romantic
Theimmenselifferencebetweerthetwo modesof actionhashadto belearned. myth-making

Thereis no original andintrinsic differencen therespectre modesof consciousness

accompaying thetwo kindsof acts.In somemattersthelessonis readilyandquickly
learned.Suchmattersconstitutethe objectsof usualevery-daysense-perceptiothe

objectsof common-senseCertainorganicintegrationshave to occurif life is to

continue... Meaningsandideasconnectedvith theseorganic-enironmental meaningsnd
adjustmentsiresubstantiallysoundasfar asadjustmentsiresucccessfullynade... or ~ ideassoundasfar
life cease Suchgrossideasasaworld of thingsandpersonsxternalto our personal Zf‘fﬁdﬁilﬂigﬁuy
wishesandfancies... aresorecurrentlyandemphaticallytaughtthatthey arenever made
sincerelydoubted... They thusform akind of privilegeddomain,which, althoughan

islandin a seaof ideaswheregroundis notreadilytouched hasbeentakento form
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theoriginal andinherentconstitutionof consciousnessn consequence. aspecious
realistictheorywhich takestheislandfor a solid andcompletecontinent.

p. 347

Graduallythe techniguanvolvedin makingordinaryorganic-erironmental
adjustmentss discovered,andbecomegapableof extensionto casesvherefang had
previously reigned.A largerandlargerfield of ideasbecomesusceptiblef analytic
objective referencewith the promiseof approximatevalidity. The secrebf this
techniqudiesin controlof thewaysin which the organismparticipatesn the course
of events.In the caseof simpleneedsandsimpleernvironments gxisting organic
structuregracticallyenforcecorrectparticipationitheresultis so-calledinstinctive
action. Within this range modificationsundegoneby the organismform in the main
effective habits.But organicpreparatiorfor variedsituationhaving mary factorsand effective habits.
wide-reachingconsequences not soeasilyattained Effective participationhere
dependsipontheuseof extra-organicconditions which supplemenstructural
agenciespnamely toolsandotherpersonspy meanf languagespokenandrecorded.
Thusthe ultimatebuttressof the soundnessf all but the simplestideasconsistdn the
cumulative objective appliancesandartsof the community notin anything foundin
"consciousnessitself or within the organism.

9 Experience, Natureand Art

p. 254

10 Experience, Valueand Criticism

p. 394-439
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