
Design for De-
Growth: 
viable futures?
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triple crisis+ Covid
black lives matter
populism 
racist attacks
authoritarianism
suprematicism
fundamentalism
information monopolies
mental health
space junk
loss of commons
lumpy geography
species loss
migration
ageing
etc. etc.















Design for Decline: 
some current 
examples
managed decline - shrinking cities 

benign neglect - urban ecology 

brand retirement - end-of-life products

energy descent - transition towns

steady state - de-growth economics

post-neoliberal objects - undoing path dependency



http://www.oecd.org/finance/private-pensions/survey-
large-pension-funds.htm



http://www.oecd.org/finance/private-pensions/survey-
large-pension-funds.htm



http://www.economicshelp.org/wp-
content/uploads/2013/09/Percentage_of_the_World_Population_
Over_65_-_1950-2050.png



https://www.indigopreciousmetals.com/news/its-the-debt-stupid/



Chronically uneven spatial 
development, institutional 
polymorphism, and a landscape 
littered with policy failures, 
oppositional pushbacks, and 
stuttering forms of malregulation
are all consequently par for 
neoliberalism’s zigzagging 
course. (Peck 2013: 140)







• deregulation of markets 
and privileging of market 
forces, free of state 
intervention;

• privatisation of state-
owned enterprises;

• foregrounding of financial
interests over others;

• emphasis on competivitity
and on individual, 
entrepreneurial practices.
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the neoliberal challenge was 
to invent instruments and 

mechanisms which made the 
philosophy [of liberalism] 

secure



buy this book
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1. neoliberal objects
2. financialisation
3. intensities
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7wGsc
Fxs6RY











other 
worlds



“spaces of the amateur” represent “hidden
‘zones’” of interaction outside the
masculine systems of capitalist culture and 
enable new sources of value production; 
precisely in the “diminution as ‘only’ 
affective and sentimental is where new
figures and possibilities arise” (2011: 234–
5, 240, 252) 

Bratich, Jack Z. and Heidi M. Brush. 2011. 
“Fabricating Activism: Craft-Work, Popular
Culture, Gender.” Utopian Studies, 22(2): 233–
60. 

resisting economic value



“new, net political, household practice of 
craft promotion and dialogue” that is an 
“updated approach to the traditional
handicrafts”; “connective rather than
collective,” it is the “networks, protocols, 
techniques and attitudes” 

von Busch, Otto. 2010. “Exploring Net Political Craft: From Collective
to Connective.” Craft Research, 1(1): 113–24. 

a new economics of small-scale
collaborative craft endeavors













Lilac, Leeds



La Borda, Barcelona



La Borda, Barcelona



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tA_vOE
YnayM

Sindicat: evading eviction in one of 
Europe's most densely populated cities

Elephants in the room: a community fights 
a mental health crisis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocd_E-
9YiUs



Another calculation:

• Design activism:                    0 %
• Bi-products of my design activist practice 
(e.g. talks and workshops + artist grants):     10 %

• Activism (e.g. Flexwerker, Gode Penge):       0 %
• Design work (e.g. webpage design):         5 %
• Money jobs (e.g. board work in FAOD and RUC)  85 % 
 

Johanne Arup, 
Copenhagen
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Team tides and sustaining dynamics
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The everyday life of transitions

Design activism as problem caring — Design for social change, Aalto University 9—11.2020



Reflections on design and activism
 
● (Design) activism as ‘short lived’ moments of dissensus,
● *as* problem caring - sustained efforts necessary to fulfill the broadly assumed 

intention of design activism; altering the social order in which it operates.
● Diverse sustaining strategies of design activism

○ Be part of a sustaining collective/organisation, pooling resources and more
○ Volunteer and sustain yourself in a regular (design) job/others
○ Volunteer and work in other projects that pay off time within the same 

organisation
○ Third party funded
○ Work within social & solidarity economy and other subversive ones
○ Paid activist work?
○ Renewed meaning, healthy practices, sustaining closer and larger context.. 

The everyday life of transitions

Design activism as problem caring — Design for social change, Aalto University 9—11.2020
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economy historical features contemporary features design  

infra 

material life – mundane, 
slow 
immediate production and 
consumption rather than 
exchange 

non-monetary  
 
 

social  
social innovation  
leveraging underused assets 
social and cultural capital 

market 
commerce 
innovation 
exchange 

commerce 
innovation 
exchange 

commercial  
commerce 
innovation 
exchange 

 
supra 

long-distance trade and 
speculation 
exchange under aegis of the 
state 

state guarantor of 
monopolies  
privileging of financialization  
low taxation/austerity 

competition 
monopolies 

 
 
 

foundational economy
point value



”While we blame
others for the
continuing failure
of the thirty year
experiment, the
political
reponsibility for 
ending that
experiment and 
starting another
one is collectively
ours. 

Our hope is that
we can work on 
new experiments
together”



”There has never been
a more opportune time
to develop the design 
concepts for a resilient
post-growth society.”



Design for Decline
managed decline - shrinking cities - what kind of 
specialists would manage these? what would they need 
to know?

benign neglect - urban ecology - what would it look like?

brand retirement - getting us gently off high carbon-
impact practices or objects

energy descent - transition - designing COP27 - how else 
would it work?

steady state - de-growth economics - design a 
curriculum for this. What would be taught?

post-neoliberal objects - undoing ‘growth’, helping us 
have other values 


