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Care under 
capitalism: The crisis 

of “women’s work”
Helen Hester

Who cares? Helen Hester explores the integrated crisis of 
work, home, and community, exploring the feminisation of 
care in reproductive labour, paid and unpaid, as we enter 

the era of the care economy. 
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The Future of  Employment

“Work, under current conditions, is bad for you. 
A recent article by Chandola and Zhang found 
that low-paying or highly stressful jobs were as 
bad for people’s health as unemployment”

UK Economic Outlook
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beyond

International Journal of  Epidemiology  
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SOCIAL REPRODUCTION TODAY: THE CRISIS OF WAGED 
CARE WORK

Social Reproduction Theory: Remapping Class, Recentering Oppression
New York Times
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“If we once spoke of manufacturing 
powerhouses, we must now speak in terms 
of economies centralised around the 
reproduction of their workforces”

6

 
Quartz. 

Financial Times 
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“care under capitalism will remain under-
recognised, under-valued, and underpaid. 
Crucially, a care economy is not necessarily 
an economy that cares”

SOCIAL REPRODUCTION TODAY: THE CRISIS OF 
UNWAGED CARE WORK

9

Public and Family Finances Squeezes Extended Well into the 2020s by Grim Budget 
Forecast

 

 
Guardian 
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ADASS
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“While the integrated crisis that I am 
describing here is clearly a mass problem, 
it’s important to recognise that its effects are 
differentially distributed by race, gender, 
and class. It is poor women, many of them 
women of colour, who are bearing the brunt 
of these changes”

unpaid
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Progressive Review

“we must struggle to wrest reproductive 
labour away from the interests of the market 
by any means necessary. It is only in this 
way that we can work towards making care 
less exploitative”

Social Prosperity for the Future: A Proposal for Universal Basic Services

 
IPPR Progressive Review

 

Social Reproduction Theory: Remapping Class, Recentering Oppression
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Helen Hester is associate professor of  media and communication at 
the University of  West London, having previously served as lecturer 
in promotional cultures and senior lecturer in media at Middlesex 
University. Her research interests include technofeminism, sexuality 
studies, and theories of  social reproduction, and she is a member of  
the international feminist collective Laboria Cuboniks. 


