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Today’s timetable

• 9.15-10.15 Course content and aims, timetable and tasks

10.15-10.30 Coffee break

10.30-11.00 How to write from creative processes

11.00-11.45 Group discussion in breakout rooms





Pre steps for MA thesis

• Knowledge building in fashion and textiles; First touch to MA thesis 
process in FaCT

• Design Research; presents different methods in design research (practice-
based being one of those)

• Thesis plan orientation; start at the end of May, first course in second 
Master years, starts the MA thesis process

• Thesis plan presentations, 5 pages, accepting the plan, process starts 
(October)

• Good time to do the thesis during the second study year until the end 
of May

• Publish your MA thesis in repository aaltodoc.aalto.fi









Course content/Spring

A) Get to know earlier MA thesis works and different ways to do thesis 
in FaCT

B) Get to know some approaches for UCD and how to use it in design

C) How to position your interest in the landscape of design research



1.11 Introduction Course starts

Documenting and reflecting your creative 

process

Kirsi Niinimäki

Marium Durrani

8.11

Context building in a creative process

Leonardo Hidalgo

Documenting and writing from own creative 

process

Context building

Kirsi Niinimäki

15.11

Library

Information retrieval & referencing by Eila 

Rämö

22.11

Library

Image retrieval & referencing by Marika 

Sarvilahti

29.11

Practice-led approach

Practice-led approach:

Bilge Aktas

Leonardo Hidalgo



17.1

Practice-based

User-centered

Experimental knowledge making:

Emmi Pouta 

User centered information in the design process

Kirsi Niinimäki

24.1 Examples from MA thesis works-Reflection and 

discussion part 1

31.1 Examples from MA thesis works-Reflection and 

discussion part 2

7.2

Ethnography

Other ways: Ethnography and understanding the 

‘social’ in knowledge making

Design ethnography

Marium Durrani

14.2

Your own interest

Positioning your own interest in MA thesis

Kirsi Niinimäki



Tasks

• Pre-readings and active participations into sessions

• Group reflections

1) Reflective journal by the end of the year

2) Write a position text for your own interest by 21.2.


