TU-L0000 Research Methods in Industrial Engineering and Management 
Essay instructions, Autumn 2021.

The deadline for the essay is December 22st 2021 at 9pm. 

Please submit the completed assignment via MyCourses in pdf format.


After attending all the sessions, please take a moment to reflect on the key issues you have learned during the course and how they are of most use to your dissertation project. 

In this essay, we expect you to provide your own viewpoints; you should argument and reflect on issues informed by literature, not just summarize what is said in the lectures or articles. However, finding, reading, understanding and referencing texts are key competencies for a researcher. There are no ‘complete’ and ‘definite’ answers to these questions, but this does not mean that you can write your opinions without grounding them in existing body of knowledge. Take special care to refer to the course sessions and course readings when appropriate.

All students should answer the question in part I, and ONE of the two options in part II.

Part I (20 points)
Please read the following five publications about theory construction and consider your favorite book chapter (or the one that most closely resembles the kind of theory you want to develop or contribute to) in Great Minds of Management. Answer these questions:
1a. Please use the theory detailed in the book chapter illustrate the key ideas and recommendations of the five articles.
1b. Can you summarize three take-aways from these readings (book chapter and the following five articles) for your thesis research that help you make a theoretical contribution?

1. Sutton, R.I. & Staw, B.M., 1995. What theory is not. Administrative Science Quarterly, 40(3), pp.371–384. 
2. Weick, K.E., 1995. What theory is not, theorizing is. Administrative Science Quarterly, 40(3), pp.385–390. 
3. DiMaggio, P.J., 1995. Comments on “What theory is not.” Administrative Science Quarterly, 40(3), pp.391–397. 
4. Ketokivi, M., Mantere, S. 2010. Two strategies for inductive reasoning in organizational research. Academy of Management Review, 35(2): 315-333.
5. Ketokivi, M., Mantere, S., & Cornelissen, J. (2017). Reasoning by analogy and the progress of theory. Academy of Management Review, 42(4).


Your answer should be between 3 and 4 pages in length (9000 – 12000 characters).


Part II (20 points)

Option 1 (If you have a fairly good knowledge of what your thesis is about)

There are a number of choices to be made regarding methodology and research design. Describe the phenomenon you are interested in studying and elaborate any two specific methodological approaches you could use in your dissertation research. Compare and contrast the two approaches, including their particular strengths and weaknesses. Potential research methods include:
· Quantitative: experiments, survey research, archival data
· Analytical: mathematical models, simulation studies
· Qualitative: ethnography, discourse analysis, comparative case studies, inductive single case studies

You do not have to limit yourself to the methodologies covered in the course sessions. You should search for additional sources of information, at least 3-4 high quality journal articles strongly related to the methods and, if possible, your own research topic or phenomenon of interest.  

Your answer should be between 3 and 4 pages in length (9000 – 12000 characters). 


--- OR ---


Option 2 (If you do not already know what topic you will do your thesis on)
Please reflect on the key issues you have learnt during the whole course and compose a reflective overview as an essay-type answer. The essay ought to summarize the key learning points (three to five) that you can take forward from this course to ensure successful completion of your dissertation, relating the points to the chapters in “Great minds in management” book. Please give your essay a meaningful title. 

Your answer should be between 3 and 4 pages in length (9000 – 12000 characters). 

2

