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Place attachment

« focal concept in the people-place research
 emotional bond between a person and a
particular geographical location



Giuliani & Feldman (1993):

rOO t e dne S S The most important challenge for

researchers in this area of inquiry is
to integrate different viewpoints

topoph i I ia and approaches.
place dependence

place attachment

urban identity sense of P lace

Hernandez et al. (2014):
Since the first works in the field, the
- - number of different conceptual
p I ace ] d entlty frameworks is indeed colossal.
Still today... insuccicient progress [has
been] achieved.



Two conceptualizations of place attachment

Place
Attachment

* Religious
» Historical

* Experience
* Realizations
* Milestones

Scannel, L. & Gifford, R. (2010)

Defining place attachment: A tripartite
organizing framework. Journal of Environmental
Psychology 30 (2010) 1-10.

* Memory
* Knowledge
= Schemas
* Meaning

Proximity-maintaining

#Reconstruction of place

Q

Life path,
emotion,
activity,

self-
identification

Gustafson, P.E.R. (2001)

Meanings of place: Everyday experience and
theoretical conceptualisations. Journal of
Environmental Psychology, 21(1), 5-16.



Crucial question?

PERSON

N

Place
attachment

PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT



~ PLEASE MARK ON THE MAP
THE PLACES OF YOUR

\ . EVERYDAY ENVIRONMENT

: WHERE YOU FEEL HAPPY

To mark the place, click on the grey field which says HAPPY PLACE.

ajasaari

Toolanlahti
For further instructions watch our video tutorial. Click -—-HERE--- and the video
will open in a new tab. You may close the tab after watching it.

WHEN YOU ARE FINISHED WITH THIS TASK, YOU CAN MOVE TO THE NEXT ONE
BY CLICKING ON THE RIGHT ARROW HERE BELOW.

HAPPY PLACE
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Tarraamalla kiinni
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Happy, places..

° ” Willa Elfvik and the surrounding
A ¢ nature, nearby areas and trails — There
we have walked around for years,
enjoyed with kids and animals, grieved
my fathers death, taken the therapy

children to recover”

”Our dog Winston is
happy here where
we walk”

”Such a nice area that
should be kept as it is.
Nice place for

jogging”
Koress, &

" ( "This location means the

whole Paloheina forests and
fields altogether. | excercise
here arounf the year (cross-
country ski, nordic walking,
practise orienteering) and |
always go home glad.”

“The center. People,
cafes, urban
atmosphere, old
buildings, parks.”




How many times a theme was
mentioned in the stories of happy
places

PERSONAL
PERSPECTIVES

744

PHYSICAL
ENVIRONMENT

Social life

Appearance
of the
environment

Functional
possibilities

Atmosphere




Physical environment in older adults’ happy places

The average amount (%) of land uses in the happy
places of older adults

Comercial

Institutional

Office

Residential

Sport & Recreation N

Transport

Water I

Green

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%



Urban park med vackra ajl ’ BB Helsinki is the city of sea.
blomrabatter och flera bankar - Sea has always been an
att sitta och se pa andra. . B important element for me.

As a fort

O WEET

the cent | - : | : \

when | like in the "countryside” by | ‘ uie |_||u| Kel Hluuc IS Ul or e
the border between Helsinki and g ond international atmosphere. It
Vantaa. Most often this visit means = B Is pleasant to walk around even
nowadays Espa surroundings but H//BN I if you are not going to buy
sometiems also Kallio. Gobase, IGN, Kadastor NI anythlng.

Mapmylndia, © OpenStreetMals
Mapmyindia, © OpenStreetMap co




Finally

Key blind spots in place attachment scholarship:

(1) Sensory or immediately perceived meanings are not taken into
account

(2) Little attention is paid to how place meanings are the joint product
of attributes of environmental features and the attributes of the
Individual

(3) The assumption that the relationship between place attachment and
behavior is linear and not constituted in dynamic relations among
mind, culture, and environment.

Raymond, C.M. & Kytta, M. (2017) Sense of place, fast and slow: The potential contributions of
affordance theory to sense of place. Frontiers in Psychology, Vol 8, Article 1674, 1-14.



SYSTEM 1 SYSTEM 2

Intuition & instinct Rational thinking

Unconscious Takes effort

Fast Slow
Associative Logical
Automatic pilot Lazy
Indecisive

Source: Daniel Kahneman



12.1.

19.1.

26.1.

2.2
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16.2.

23.2

What
happens?

Start of the
course

Lectures & group
work presentations

Lectures & group
work presentations

Teaching
mode

Online

Online

Online

Lecture & group
work

Hybrid

Lecture & group
work

Hybrid

Lecture &
group work

Hybrid

Final
session

Contents of
contact
session

Introduction

Perceived safety

Sense of
Community

Knowledge from
people in planning

Socially sustainable
and health
promoting

environment

Various
urban user
groups

Student's pre-
tasks
concerning
personally
meaningful
places

Child-friendly
environments

Restorative
environments

The preparation of
PPGIS data for
analysis

Activity space
modelling

Age-friendly
environ-
ments

Final
rehearsal?

Aesthetic
Experiences

Place Attachment

Various levels of
PPGIS data analysis

Urban walkability

Group work

Group work 1
starts

Group work 1
presentations

Group work 1
presentations

Online and onsite
PPGIS data analysis

Group work 2 starts

Residential
relocation and travel
behavior change

Group work 2

From city

streets to

suburban
woodlands

Group work 2

Final
presen-
tations

Individual
work




