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ART & /IN ECOLOGY
Human-Non Human Interconnections in Art, Visual Culture & Everyday Life. 

Site specific theory in practice in Vuosaari two-period module Jan-April 2021

Political Ecologies of & in Space Monsters, Ghosts, 
Spirits

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Vuosaari,+Helsinki/@60.214273,25.111263,8287m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x46920f0fe62c0d1d:0x2600b5523c1905f1!8m2!3d60.2096687!4d25.1360282


Political Ecologies of & in Space Part 4
Monsters, Ghosts, Spirits

Monsters,Ghosts,



Monsters
Otherwise known as hybrids, chimeras, invasives & unruly things out of 
place 

Purity and Danger
An Analysis of 
Concepts of 
Pollution and Taboo
By Mary Douglas
1966

Rat politics in Kallahti

file:///search%3fauthor=Mary%20Douglas


Apitchatpong Weerasethakul Tropical Malady 2004





The Monstrous feminine Barbara Creed
and Southeast Asian Sisters

Above left Maria Menado, Pontianak Trilogy B.N. Rao https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontianak_(film) Cathay Keris 1950’s

Above right: It’s Easier to Raise Cattle. Amanda Nell Eu 2017
Below left: Vinegar Baths Iamanda Nell Eu 2020 (Penanggalan)

Below right Tiger Stripes By Amanda Nell Eu 2021 



Tita Salina, 1001st Island—The Most Sustainable Island in Archipelago, Photo: Irwan Ahmett. 2015. 



Ghosts,
memory, extinctions, absent presences, mourning 
(Fossil fuels are the ghosts of trees)

Shimmer= More than human 
assemblage as a method; as a way 
forward

How can grief work be an active,  
productive ferment;  co-existing with 
activism & even outrage: 

Neither a mere submission to the 
prevailing order of things
Nor an aesthetic extraction 
Nor an embalm/entombment/ 
Nor a museumization of things that 
have been lost 



Irwan Ahmet & Tita Salina:  Staying with the trouble & practices of care: Engagements between humans, ecologies, landscapes, 
things in Fukushima

Okuma, Fukushima



“This cleaning act is a collective project by five artists who 
visited a nursing home in the city of Okuma, Fukushima. 
Hastily abandoned after the earthquake and subsequent 
radiation leaks, in every room the wall clocks were 
stopped, the whole frozen in time.

Together the artists cleaned one room and restored 
everything to just as it was before. It is unlikely that 
anyone will see it, as it may be thousands of years before 
the danger of the radiation passes. At the time the project 
was made, the house had witnessed 1,103 sunsets since 
the disaster happened.”

Irwan Ahmet Tita Salina 2016
Irwan Ahmett & TitaSalina Video of Okuma Old 

People’s Home cleanup expedition 
https://youtu.be/p3geCLcCnkI



Irwan Ahmett & Tita Salina Mediation between contaminated earth and the sea



Mediation between contaminated earth and the sea



Irwan Ahmett & Tita Salina Mediation between contaminated earth and the sea



Irwan Ahmett & Tita Salina Mediation between contaminated earth and the sea

Fukushima 10 year  anniversary

https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-
paper/v36/n03/richard-lloyd-
parry/ghosts-of-the-tsunami
Vol. 36 No. 3 · 6 February 2014
Ghosts of the Tsunami
Richard Lloyd Parry

https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v36/n03/richard-lloyd-parry/ghosts-of-the-tsunami
https://www.lrb.co.uk/the-paper/v36/n03
https://www.lrb.co.uk/contributors/richard-lloyd-parry


Irwan Ahmett & Tita Salina, Sending Haze NTU CCA Singapore 2017 

Ghosts of a forest



Absent presences, Avian Web Re-wild



Railtrack Songmaps 
Cinematographer and photographer 
Kee Ya Ting in action

Absent presences, Avian Web Re-wild
Featuring cinematographer Kee Ya Ting





Conceptualized by Lucy Davis, together with: Sound Designer, Zai Tang; 
Cinematographer & Editor, Kee Ya Ting.
Editor, Daniel Hui & Design Studio Crop Singapore.
Funded by a Singapore Art Museum commission
& National Arts Council of Singapore DPG grant

Project page http://migrantecologies.org/Like-Shadows-Through-Leaves

{if your bait can sing 
the wild one will 
come}
Like Shadows Through 
Leaves,
by The Migrant 
Ecologies Project
World Premiere  May 
2021 
International 
competition 
Oberhausen ISF 
Festival

http://migrantecologies.org/Like-Shadows-Through-Leaves?fbclid=IwAR3h2_h93lM38IurRViI58L2MJR4UUWkqVObWpHbo0II0_QJuV3ShY9ni_w


Spirits & Spirit Ecologies



http://mayadadol.info/index.php/project/animistic-apparatus/

http://mayadadol.info/index.php/project/animistic-apparatus--bfmaf/

May Adadol Ingawanij’s Animistic Apparatus

http://mayadadol.info/index.php/project/animistic-apparatus/


This is not about belief
You don’t have to personally  
believe in spirits to see them 
as actants



Both found in Antennae 
Uncontainable Natures
#54
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https://compostingfeminisms.files.word
press.com/2019/08/shimmer-150.pdf

https://vimeo.com/97758080

Homework reading/listening

https://compostingfeminisms.files.wordpress.com/2019/08/shimmer-150.pdf
https://vimeo.com/97758080

