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Topics that I’ll address

• What is Finnish Clean Energy Association
• What do we mean by “clean energy”
• What do we do and how do we do it
• Examples from the past and plans for the future
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About our association
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The Finnish Clean Energy Association is a NGO 
promoting use of distributed renewable energy

• The Finnish Clean Energy Association was founded in 2013
• We very founded as a result of Finnish Innovation Fund Sitra’s 

project
• A study showed, that people were interested in clean energy, but 

acquiring information or the actual services was difficult
• Renewable energy associations (heat pumps, biogas, wind, solar, 

small hydro) had small resources, so cooperation will increase 
impact

• Regulation and operating environment was based on centralized 
energy production and passive end users. Not suited for 
distributed renewable energy production. 

• Regulation needs big changes before is fosters new 
business and new services from clean energy

https://www.sitra.fi/aiheet/lahienergia/
https://www.sitra.fi/aiheet/lahienergia/
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Our goal is to make clean energy an integral part of 
Finnish energy system

• Our main goals are:
– clean energy is an important and integral part of Finnish energy 

system
– clean energy companies are profitable and growing. They provide 

more jobs and create potential for exports
– increase understanding of energy transition among our members

• The most important means in achieving the goals are:
– produce and distribute information about clean energy. Eg. 

available services/technologies, new regulation changes/required 
changes

– increase cooperation in energy domain
– lobbying

• Our focus is to help clean energy companies and energy end users 
(households, businesses, farms, public organizations etc.)
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Our members are renewable energy 
associations and a great variety of clean energy 
companies
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Our headquarters looks amazing and offers 
great facilities for different kind of events

in my dreams….
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But the reality is a bit different. Part of a room 
in my house. And we’ve 2 employees
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What is clean energy?
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Energy transition is the change from centralized 
fossil fuel energy production to distributed 
renewable energy
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Clean energy is: Wind power, solar power, heat 
pumps, geothermal heat, waste heat and 
increased energy efficiency

used in transport and 
buildings

produced and 
consumed on-site or 
nearby
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What do we do and how we do it
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It’s all about spreading reliable information 
about the possibilities of clean energy

• Our focus is on mitigating the climate change by promoting the use 
of renewable energy and increasing energy efficiency

• There’s a renewable energy solution for every use case of energy
• The playing field (eg. regulation) should be made enabling for the 

business and services.
• NB. Energy sector is very regulated! Specially production and 

distribution of electricity
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Investment and operation costs of renewable 
energy are lower than fossil fuels

Source:  IEA WEO 2021 Electricity generation technology costs
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Share of total energy consumption by energy 
source 2021 shows that renewable energy is 
the most important source in Finland
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We work to increase cooperation within the 
energy sector
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We spread information on our website - 
currently over 1 000 articles
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We have our social media channels, weekly and 
monthly newsletters for distribution
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We increase understanding by arranging events
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Important part of our activities is working with 
policy makers
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We participate in working groups which drafts 
new laws and regulations
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We write a lot of statements about drafts for 
new laws and regulations (86 since 2014)
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Question: How many years it 
takes to change laws and 
regulations so, that eg. solar 
power is feasible for apartment 
buildings?

It requires a lot of patience to lobby, mark my words…..
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Few steps required to enable distributed 
electricity production. And took 10 years!

2014: TAX EXEMPTION (INCOME TAX), WHEN 
SELLING EXCESS PRODUCTION TO GRID

2015: TAX EXEMPTION (ELECTRICITY TAX) UP 
TO 800 MWH/A

2017: NO BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED FOR 
STANDARD SOLAR PV INSTALLATION

2021 (SOME PARTS OF FINLAND)/2023 (ALL OF FINLAND): 
NET METERING AND APARTMENT BUILDING ARE ABLE TO 
INSTALL SOLAR PV USED BY ALL 

2013: COMMON PROCEDURE “TO TO CONNECT 
SMALL SCALE ELECTRICITY PRODUCTION TO GRID”
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And how did those changes affect solar PV in 
Finland 2008 - 2020: annual investments and 
cumulative capacity (MW)?
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Examples from the past and plans 
for the future
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What? When using batteries, you’ve to pay 
electricity tax twice! Not actually - after 1,5 year 
work
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Want to stand out? Produce an opera about 
energy politics!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48Ffmdndv54
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQ9_G344XXA
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We got a very positive response in media
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We created an award “Vuoden 
lähienergiaratkaisu” in 2017 - which started very 
well, but it lasted only for two years. You can’t win 
every time
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The world is not ready, just have to keep on 
grinding….

● EU’s Fit for 55 -directives
● Russian invasion to Ukraine -> replace all (Russian) fossil fuels by 

clean energy forms. Especially renewable energy
● Have to keep in mind: we haven’t found or identified all obstacles 

in the way of the energy transition. 

● Known knowns are easy, but we have to ready for 
unknowns and especially unknown unknowns
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Thank you

www.lahienergia.org
Join the Association
Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/lahienergia
Twitter @lahienergia

http://www.lahienergia.org/
http://www.lahienergia.org/yhdistys/liity-jaseneksi/
https://www.facebook.com/lahienergia
https://twitter.com/lahienergia

