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Editing Interview Transcripts

 No edits allowed? You can make corrections to mistakes made by your research participants.

 Managing the transcripts! 

 Labeling your transcribed interivews on your computing devices

 Create an overview table about the interview for each transcript in the beginning (other than a 

summary of  all research participants). Easy to grasp when you have many of  these.

 Backup backup backup (on your computer, external HD, cloud server, etc.)

 Printing them out may give you different perspective

 Code book?

 Presenting unedited interview transcripts that are relevent for certain findings.



IRDM Session 10
Interpreting Qualitative Data

Bachelor's Programme in Design



Qualitative Data Analysis

 'Connecting dots': Discovering relationships from the data to identify certain patterns or themes

 Investigator / researcher 'interprets' what the data conveys

 Data analysis?: A way to make the interpretation more reliable / transparent / trustworthy

 Coding: Labelling qualitative data to make the discovery easier (digital vs. manual)

 Way to explain how others may conclude the same finding(s) from the collected data

 Not all collected data are useful.

 Notes taken from the field often provide good starting points to make connections.

 Connecting finding(s) with previous research / literature strengthens your thesis.

 Visualizing rough connections can help you clarify / communicate the findings.

 Imagery data (e.g. photos taken, sketches, etc.) can support the textual data during the analysis.



A 'theme' as:

 A category identified by the analyst(s) through his/her/their data;

 that related to his/her/their research focus (and quite possibly to the research 

questions);

 that build on codes identified in transcripts and/or field notes; and

 that provides the researcher with the basis for a theoretical understanding of  

his/her/their data that can make a theoretical contribution to the literature relating 

to the research focus.

Bryman 2012, 580



Thematic Analysis and 
Content Analysis

Vaismoradi, Turunen & Bondas, 2013

See more method 

literature under:

MyCourses > 

Resources > 

Research Methods

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/nhs.12048


Analysis 

done via

Atlas.ti



Analysis 

done via

hands



Code Book
Data (Transcript and Field Note) Code

when I make a collection, I think there are certain pieces that go togethers. (Respondent 1, interview, February 3, 2016)

Because we are doing many things at the same time and quite big things and have to have big picture in mind all the time. So how this all different things are going into the same direction. (Respondent 5, 

interview, February 24, 2016)

I try to develop it to the other materials also that our sweater or sweatshirt, sweatpants would have the same feeling even though there are made in cotton. (Respondent 5, interview, February 24, 2016)

The bigger picture also seeing what is lacking. (Respondent 3, interview, February 23, 2016)

Very holistic. you need to keep developing the whole area of the picture all the time. You don't go into one area and finish that off and then move on to the next area. You just slowly develop it. [...] all the 

areas come into a view softly and gradually. (Respondent 9, interview, March 18, 2016)

Everything we thought about together; so it's package. (Respondent 10, interview, April 1, 2016)

You have to think very complete packet, everything through to make such successful brand. (Respondent 11, interview, April 6, 2016)

it’s kind of natural, because clothing is normally different pieces, what you are wearing, [...] you can have pants and shirt and jacket and scarf and hat and socks and so, like they are many items, in the, in 

one outfit already. And then we have to think about the collection and everything goes together and you can wear it, and then the collection looks good at the once. And I always think also that, how it 

looks in the, when when they are hanging in the sales moment, that I try to visualise how they will look in the rail. (Respondent 13, interview, April 8, 2016)

this idea of collection that complement to each other. (Respondent 18, interview, November 30, 2016)

We just think what's missing. what we need next in the next collection. (Respondent 15, interview, August 31, 2016)

we want to think of how to bring something new to the collection like how to build the collection in a sense that it works be st in the shop also building this wardrobe that has all the essential garments in 

it. (Respondent 16, interview, September 9, 2016)

-Whole Circle

-Package

-Bigger Picture

-Complete Look

You attach the entire code book when you submit your thesis manuscript. 

BUT you attach only a sample in appedix in your actual thesis to show how you did it to broader audiences.



Analysis presented 

through a radial chart



Other ways to visualize 

your findings?



Explaining your analysis
 Use the method literature to adopt the terms (show you know how to play the game).

 Describe how you actually did the analysis; so readers can follow and trust ('research ethics'!)



Interview Analysis Exercise

Individually: 20 mins

 Select two transcribed interview data (from assignment 10)

 Start labelling codes

 Find connections

 Write preliminary findings

In group: 10 mins

 Select one member to present the process.

 Present the process and check if  peers discover the same findings as the presenter

 If  not, discuss what factors may have affected different findings

 Discuss overall challenges from the analysis process, and ways to address them.



Assignment 11

 Write a report presenting preliminary findings of  your transcribed data from the interviews (from 
assignment 10) and a code book (check how your colleague did this in Aalto Doc. Ilona's thesis, Anh's 
thesis, Vera V's thesis).

 Use either content analysis or thematic analysis. Explain why you chose that method, and 
how you actually analyzed your data (transcribed interviews) step by step. The thesis is a self-standing / 
self-explanatory document. Most obvious things often need to be explained.

 Include a reflection on what you learn from the experience of  analyzing the data.

 Submit via MyCourses

 Due by 23:59, 27 Nov.

https://aaltodoc.aalto.fi/handle/123456789/115534
https://aaltodoc.aalto.fi/handle/123456789/115533
https://aaltodoc.aalto.fi/handle/123456789/117566


Click to add textStart Preparing for the Final!
- Optional individual tutorial with Namkyu (send an email!) -



Final: Preliminary Thesis Plan

Check the template! (MyCourses > Assignments > 12. Final: Preliminary 
Thesis Plan)
You will have time to ask questions about the template. So, review the template 
carefully and prepare for questions.

Format: Word Doc turned into PDF. No need to prepare for slides separately.

Each student has 10 minutes total (max 7 minutes to present, feedback for 
the rest). During the presentation, leave feedback 
on: www.presemo.aalto.fi/irdm

Presentation order (alphabetical order of first name within group):

- Morning (09:15-12:00): New Media (7) > IDBM (3) > CS (3)

- Afternoon (13:15-17:00): VCD (7) > CoID (6)

CONTENTS OF THE TEMPLATE

- WORKING TITLE

- ABSTRACT

- INTRODUCTION

- LITERATURE REVIEW

- METHODS

- TENTATIVE WORK PLAN

- REFERENCES

http://www.presemo.aalto.fi/irdm


Assignments 1-11= Preparation for Assignment 12

1. Summarized reflection from IRO, BA thesis guideline, Grading Matrix and MA option podcasts/Into pages

2. Preliminary research topic(s), reflection essay on Antti's blog post, and research question iterations

3. Reflection essay on one of  key articles, and a list of  5 extra articles from relevant research channel(s)

4. Annotated bibliography

5. Review of  research ethics, Turnitin report

6. Midterm: Thesis topic proposal

7. Thesis topic proposal revision

8. Artifact analysis (Step 1): Writing the description of  your artefact

9. Artifact analysis (Step 2): Pulling affordances / constrains

10. Interview report of  3 participants

11. Data analysis report

12. Final: Preliminary thesis plan, Turnitin report



Doing Research?
From the film "Cut (Corta)", 2012

Inquiry & Scope

Context(s)

Method(s)

Result

Implication(s)

KEY COMPONENTS

Gap identification & Research question(s)

Literature review

Data collection/analysis

(Preliminary) finding(s)

Contributions & Reflections

ACTUAL CONTENTS

"Formality"Academic writing Research ethics

in Design and Media



Evaluation Matrix for the Plan



Assignment 12

 Submit your preliminary thesis plan (.pdf  of  your word doc)

 Use the template

 You are submitting the file into Turnitin Originality Check

 Submit via MyCourses.

 Graded by Namkyu and Lily based on the Matrix.

 Due by 23:59, 4 Dec.



Click to add text
See you on 28 Nov (13:15-17:00)!

- Network Mapping -
Namkyu will be available for discussing issues with your thesis plan after the teaching session (max 1hr)




