LC-1310 State-of-the-art review paper outline

Your name:
Your paper’s title (preliminary):
Replace the yellow examples with your own writing. Your text can be just bulleted points if you wish for now. You can also include full sentences if you prefer. 
I. INTRODUCTION

Move 1: Establish the territory (i.e the situation); start by trying to define a general picture of your research territory. 
Here you could describe the current situation, features and characteristics of that area of study, as well as why it is an important field and who has already been working in it.
“X is fundamental to …”
“X has a pivotal role in…”
“X is a major area of interest within the field of …”
“In recent years, there has been an increasing interest in …”

“The past decade has seen the rapid development of X in many …”
Move 2: Establish a niche / gap / problem / motivation for this paper: here you tell the reader why it is necessary to review this concept X. For instance, you can say that previous work is not complete, some areas still need further investigation and development, there is strong financial motivation in the industry to solve X, or that little research has been done in X altogether, etc. 
“A much debated question is whether …”
“One major issue in early X research concerned …”

“No previous study has investigated X.”
“The use of X has not been investigated.”
For a review paper, the gap can be simply something like:

“As the field of X is currently developing at an extremely rapid pace, it is important to establish an understanding of its current state of development.”
“Due to the various competing solutions for X, a review of these current solutions is considered as necessary…”
“The presentation technology X has several limitations, which need to be thoroughly reviewed in order to gain a better understanding of…”
Move 3: Occupy the niche (the solution); here you discuss how this current research helps to fill the gap stated in the earlier step. Mention the following in this step:

a) The main aim of the present research

“The purpose of this paper is to review recent research into the …”
b) Briefly describe how this aim will be achieved by giving overview of the paper’s structure
“The main issues addressed in this paper are: a), b) and c).”
“This paper first gives a brief overview of the recent history of X.”
“This paper has been divided into four parts. The first part deals with …”
Introductions tend to start with more general or proceed to a narrower or more specific focus.
II. MAIN BODY (change the heading to something more specific, you can also use subheadings in this section) 
The challenge with the state-of-the-art review paper is to organize the contents in a logical way and to select the proper contents. Often it is necessary to narrow down the scope of the review. There are many ways to organize a review paper: chronological, general to specific, major models / theories, prominent authors, contrasting schools of thought/ ideas, etc. Consider what organization works best for you.
First topic area: 
A. Subtopic one
a. Description 

b. Details
B. Subtopic two

a. Description 

b. Details

C. Subtopic three 

Second topic area
D. Subtopic one

a. Facts
b. Description 
E. Subtopic two

Third topic area
F. Subtopic one
G. Subtopic two 

H. Subtopic three 

III. CONCLUSION

Your conclusion should be brief and to the point. It should summarize the key info provided in this review paper, why such information is useful / necessary, point our possible weaknesses or gaps in the current knowledge and perhaps refer to future directions in this research area. Conclusions tend to go from specific to more general (wider scope).
Restate the aims: “The aim of the present research was to examine …”  

Summarize the main findings: “This study has identified …” 

Suggest implications for findings: “These findings suggest that in general …”

Acknowledge limitations: “A limitation of this study is that …”
Suggestions for more research: “Considerably more work will need to be done to determine …”
IV. REFERENCES:

Include at least three academic articles in your sources, list them in full form in the style of your choice. 
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