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INTRODUCTION
Economists specialized in 
development have created 

innovative techniques

Randomized Controlled 
Trials (RCTs)

It has been 20 years since these 
early interventions were 

conducted, allowing researchers 
to begin to assess truly long-run 

impacts.



WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?
Long-run Impacts of Cash Transfers

Entrepreneurial grants

• Effects similarly mixed

• Assets gradually run down over 
time, generating little permanent 
impact.

• Programs that connect asset transfers 
with extensive training and 
support: Bandiera and Banerjee

Conditional Cash Transfers

• Experimental evidence on their long-term 
impacts remains limited

• Buchmann et al. (2018): program aimed at 
reducing child marriage in Bangladesh.

• Mode of delivery is important for outcomes

Unconditional cash transfers

• Evidence remains scarce

• Baird et al. (2016b): cash 
transfer program in Malawi. Delay in 
the timing of marriage, fertility, and 
HIV infection, effects fade out

Scholarship Programs

• Gains in educational attainment, benefits 
in the labour market

• Bettinger et al. (2018): the PACES 
voucher program in Colombia.

• Long follow-up periods may be necessary 
to confidently



WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?
Long-run Impacts of Child Health Interventions

Deworming

• Bleakley (2007) studied the successful 
eradication of hookworm disease from 
the American South

• Kenya Life Panel Survey (KLPS)

Cognitive Stimulation

• Jamaica experiment provides compelling 
evidence benefits of early childhood 
psychosocial stimulation in a low-income 
country.

• Efforts to scale up interventions have been 
less successful.

Nutritional Supplementation

• The earliest experimental evidence: INCAP 
experiment in rural Guatemala.

• evidence that childhood health and nutrition 
gains can have large returns in terms of 
adult labour productivity.

Perinatal Interventions

• Little attention from economics 
researchers to date

• Charpak et al. (2016), study the 20-
year impacts of a kangaroo mother care 
(KMC) intervention in Colombia



OPPORTUNITIES 
AND 

LIMITATIONS

• Long-term follow up studies on 
Cash Transfers and Child Health 
Interventions RCTs

• Focus on impact in living standards 
and economic productivity of 
individuals and households

• Screening: Studies needed to have 
been implemented before 2010 to 
allow for long term follow up, as 
well as a large enough sample size 
for them to be relevant.

• Results: The table shows effects of 
cash transfers "re-surface" in the 
long run even after a fadeout of 
short run impacts, potential 
opportunity for long term research



CHILD 
HEALTH INTERVENTIONS

• Focus on improving the overall health of a 
child from utero through adolescence. This 
includes Physical and Psychological health 
interventions as well as Pre-School development 
interventions

• Screening: 5 categories, nutrition, 
perinatal, sanitation, diseases and stimulation

• Results: The table shows two interventions 
that stand out, Vitamin A supplements and 
Mixed Supplementation studies. Vitamin 
A RCTs showed mortality reduction and 
overall positive impact in the short term. 
Mixed Supplementation RCTs showed positive 
impact on cognitive and motor development in 
children in the short run. Both these studies 
offer exciting long term research opportunities

• Limitation: Due to ethical reasons, medical 
staff decided to provide supplementation to 
children with more severe nutritional 
problems, removing the randomness from the 
trials



HOW CAN WE DO BETTER

• New data sources: These include sources like machine learning in computer 
science and earth sciences to measure poverty. However, they are similar to 
administrative data in the sense that they are very rare and may lack relevant 
information on some issues.

• How can we effectively assess 
long run impacts of an 
intervention that 
already happened and how can 
we improve the studying of long 
run impacts?

• Phase-in designs: 
Treatment groups 
receive the 
interventions first, 
then control groups 
receive the same 
interventions. This 
design guarantees 
similarity 
between both groups.

• Advantage: If measurements are taken frequently, Phase-in 
designs can be used to identify long-term treatment effects.

• Data: The most common data sources for the assessment of long run
impacts are follow-up surveys and existing administrative data. Surveys
are an excellent way of gathering relevant original data but are
very expensive to employ. Administrative data is very cost-effective
and extremely useful, however high-quality sources of it are very rare,
especially in developing countries, and they may lack specific
information needed to conduct the long-term assessments.



CONCLUSION
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