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Today’s agenda

Scope and purpose for the thesis and the seminar

Practicalities and organization

Assignment 1

Assignment 2



design
(activity, outcome

or skill)

context
(societal phenomenon

or organizational domain)

research
("theoretical" and empirical

knowledge)



Course content
- Students prepare a bachelor thesis on a subject suitable for their major

throughout the course.
- Students are supported in their thesis work through seminars and 

meetings (e.g. supervisor, advisor, language teacher)
- The seminars and meetings are grounded in the work of the students and 

structured to support them:
- to refine and define the scope of their thesis
- to acquire, analyze and structure the material for their thesis
- to present their work in accordance with established principles for 

academic writing and communication.
- Workload: 10 ECTS ≈ 27 hours x 10



What do you have in the end of the course?



What do you have in the end of the course?

Bachelor of Arts Thesis



What do you have in the end of the course?



What do you have in the end of the course?



Assessment & grading
The Bachelor thesis is assessed and graded according to the grading matrix. 

The manuscript for the bachelor thesis must be uploaded for review prior to 
the presentation to the corresponding folder in the Assignment section on MyCourses

no later than the 21st of April.



THESIS

GRADING

MATRIX



How to get the manuscript ready?
Students must complete the following assignments in preparation for the seminar:

(1) Thesis plan revision (Due: 19th of January)
(2) Example thesis analysis (Due: 26th of January)
(3) Data overview (Due 23rd of February)
(4) 80% draft delivered (Due 28th of March)

+
(1) For the supervision meeting prepare an Agenda (what will be discussed). Example: 

(A) what I have done, (B) what I will do next, (C) where do I need help.
(2) Have materials ready for the language sessions.
(3) Act as an opponent for another student.
(4) 80% minimum participation to the seminar sessions.



Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7

23.2 Presentation 3:
Data Overview26. 1 Presentation 2:

Example Thesis Analysis

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7

Period III

Period IV

12.1 Course introduction

19.1 Presentation 1:
Thesis Plan Revision

2.2 Advisory Meeting

9.2 Academic Writing

21.4 Final Manuscript 
Submission

Advisory meeting

28.3 Presentation 4: 
80% Draft

Advisory meeting

Writing Clinic Tutorial



Schedule



Teaching team

Supervisors (Responsible Teachers)
• Namkyu Chun (DAM / DoD)
• Oscar Person (DoD)
• Teemu Leinonen (DAM)

Advisors (Doctoral Researchers)
• Tania Chumaira (DAM)
• Rebecca Jeong (DoD)
• Emilija Veselova (DoD)

+ Language Centre: Malachy Halpin



Maturity test
- Students with Finnish upper secondary school diploma

- LC7108 Kirjoita asiantuntevati (for Finnish-speaking students)
- TBC (for Swedish-speaking students)

- Students with international upper secondary school diploma
- Completion of language sessions during the seminar
- Evaluation of thesis abstract



Why ‘systematic’?
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Analytical
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Intuitive
Thinking

100% Reliability 100% Validity



BREAK



Assignment 1

Revised thesis plan 
Due: 19th of January



Assignment 1

Revised thesis plan
Due: 19th of January

Based on the feedback received from IRDM Final and your further thinking over the holidays, you may have 
revised your thesis plan.
Submit the revised version and prepare to present what changes you have made, and why.
In particular, consider the following:
• Focus and relevance: Is the scope of your thesis sufficiently clear, defined and interesting both 

practically and academically?
• Feasibility: Can you actually carry out the plan according the schedule, workload, availability of 

potential research participants and so forth?
During the seminar, we will review and discuss your changes. Thus, be ready to prepare for presenting your 
revisions in 2-3 minutes. If you have decided to not make any changes, justify why.
Name your file: LastName_FirstName_Assignment1
Format your file as PDF.
Upload the PDF to MyCourses before 9:00 o’clock on the 19th of January.



Assignment 2

Example thesis analysis 
Due: 26th of January



Title page

Acknowledgement / Preface

Introduction

Literature Review

Method / Research Approach

Results / Findings

Conclusions & Discussion
- Practical (design) implications
- Limitations & suggestions for future research

Design / Production

References

Appendices

Is the production informed by the research or is the 
production informing (supporting) the research?What do you derive (conclude) from the 

results and production in relation to what 
has been said earlier in literature?



Scope, Focus & 
Contribution Transparency Honesty

& Reflection

Clarity & Style

Formalities



Scope, Focus & Contribution
Is the purpose (and value) of the thesis clear?

Introduction

q Is the broader practical/societal/industrial/cultural significance of the thesis topic introduced?

q Is the theoretical (academic) framing of the thesis - in terms of where concepts and ideas come from and where the thesis is intended to contribute -
described?

q Is the scope and focus of the thesis – both in terms of what and how things are studied and produced – clear?

q Are the questions of inquiry (i.e., research questions) for and/or what is produced throughout the thesis clear and justified?. Is the academic and/or 
practical relevance of the research questions and/or what people potentially could do with the production explained?

q Are the key concepts an ideas for the thesis appropriately introduced and defined? Are the terms used clear?

Literature review

q Is the purpose of the literature review within the overall thesis clear? Is it clear how what is reviewed informs/impacts what is reported later?

q Is the scope (and boarders) of the literature review – including how and why sources were located, selected and reviewed– explained?

q Is the literature review clearly structured? Does the discussions within and across different sections follow logically upon each other?

q Are the key findings/conclusion from the literature review clear?

Conclusions/Discussion

q Are the results of the thesis – and how they relate to the questions of inquiry from the introduction – explained? Is it clear how the results potentially are 
similar and/or different to what has been said earlier?

q Is the practical relevance of research results and productions clear? Is it clear what people potentially could do with the results of what was studied 
and/or produced?



Transparency (& repeatability)
Is the origin of conclusion and decisions clear and, in learning from the process, can 

a reader follow what has been done and do something similar?

Method / Research Approach
q Is the overall approach for data collection and analysis clearly explained and justified? Is it clear why the author 

sets out to collect and analyze material in a particular way?
q Is the procedure and material used for data collection – e.g. how people are recruited and interviewed–

explained and justified?
q Is the scope (amount) of the data that is analyzed clear (at different stages of the process)? For example, is the 

number of hours of interviews or pages of transcripts that are studied stated?
q Is the procedures for data preparation and analysis explained and justified? Is it possible to follow how the 

author draws conclusions from their data? 

Results
q Is it clear how the findings are derived from the raw data? For example, are findings from interviews 

exemplified through quotes? 

Production
q Is the scope of the production and how it informs (and/or relates) to the research explained and justified? For 

example, is it clear how research findings informs what is designed?



Honesty & reflection
Does the manuscript accurately capture the process, and reasoning behind it? 

Results/Findings
q Are findings presented in a way that is seem credible? Totally conclusive findings are for instance 

very rare and qualitative research is accordingly often partly assessed in terms of how findings 
seem to capture the context and diversity of what is studied. 

Production
q Is the ownership of ideas and how things are produced explained?

Discussion
q Are the limitations of the thesis appropriately acknowledged? For example, are the limitations of 

how data was collected and analyzed and/or what was produced throughout the process 
discussed? A clear reflection on a limitation typically (a) pinpoints and demarcates its impact on 
the results/outcomes, (b) introduces the reasoning for why it emerged (and why it potentially was 
deemed appropriate at a given point in time) and (c) gives advice on how it potentially could be 
addressed (‘avoided’) in future studies/projects.



Clear and appropriate style
Is the thesis easy to read and follow?

q Is the structure for the thesis – including what is discussed in each 
chapter and section) clear? 

q Is the text easy to read and without errors?
q Does the text adhere to the rules and conventions for academic 

writing? E.g. is it sufficiently formally written?



Formalities & Expectations
Does the thesis include the basics?

qIs the scope of the thesis reflected in the title? A thesis title should ideally generate 
attention while also clearly indicating the scope and content of the work to help people 
assess its relevance.

qDoes the abstract appropriately summarize (i) the scope and purpose of the thesis, (ii) the 
approach taken and (iii) the key findings and what was produced?

qAre the people that supported the work appropriately thanked and credited in the 
Acknowledgment/Preface?

qDoes the table of content list all chapters and sub-headings?
qDoes all figures and tables have explanatory captions and referenced in the text? As a basic 

rule of thumb, it should be possible to understand what is displayed in a figure or table by 
only reading the caption.

qAre citations made consistently (e.g. following one specific style, such as APA)?
q Is the material in the appendices clear and appropriately cleaned-up and curated?



Assignment 2

Example thesis analysis 
Due: 26th of January

• Select a BA thesis among the given examples (see ‘BA Thesis Examples’ in MyCourses).
• Through MyCourses, notify the others in your supervisory group about what you will review.
• Review the thesis and make a general assessment of its quality and analyze it according to the 5 aspects 

discussed in the introductory seminar:
• Scope, Focus & Contribution
• Transparency
• Honesty & Reflection
• Clarity & Style
• Formalities

• Summarize your conclusions and analysis as a slide deck for a presentation and be ready to present it in 3-4 
minutes. Beyond the analysis of the above-mentioned aspects, remember to introduce the scope of the thesis 
and why you chose it (relation to your thesis topic).

• Name your file: LastName_FirstName_Assignment2
• Format your file as PDF.
• Upload the PDF to the Assignment folder on MyCourses before 9:00 o’clock on the 26th of January.



SUPERVISOR
/ ADVISOR
ASSIGNMENT



Final words

- Familiarize yourself with the seminar schedule, thesis template 
and grading matrix. 

- Revise your thesis plan (Assignment 1)
- Focus & relevance
- Feasibility

- Select a thesis to review/present (Assignment 2)

- How is the recruitment of interviewees going?



Questions?
Post them on MyCourses

(others might have the same one…)


