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First space dedicated to electronic  
practices in Fine Art Academy. 

2013…



Electric energy in the 
arts

Painting, sculpture, printmaking, dancing…

Energy from within the body.


FORM



Electric energy in the 
arts
Electricity is


Energy from outside the body.


FORMFORM



Frankenstein, first human machine 

brought to life by electricity !?

Following Tambora volcano eruption, Mary Shelley 
wrote Frankenstein during the year without summer, as 

entertainment with Lord Byron.



Futurist manifesto, 
Marinetti,1909. 

Soviet + Electricity 
Lenin, 1920. 

Marcel Duchamp, 
Electricity at large,1914. 



Quinn Latimer 
documenta12, 2017. 

Relation capital / artwork. 



Gregoire Rousseau

“Electric energy in the arts, 


Knowledge happens together”, 2018.

www.rousseau.fi , www.rabrab.fi

http://www.rousseau.fi
http://www.rabrab.fi


Electric energy discovered from Nature.

Human  
/ 

Machine 



How to situate own 
art practice within a 

theoretical and 
academic framework? 



February-March 2020
the difficult time to keep doing what we do





First online platform, March 2020 14



=> Commons is not only 
about gardening together, 
but a form of organisation 

in the making within a 
contested space.



=> Open source stream 
-OBS settings 
-Ice cast2 server 
-Web browser
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First audio server:

ffmpeg   -i perceval.mkv -f webm -cluster_size_limit 2M -cluster_time_limit 5100 \ 
-content_type video/WebM   -c:a libvorbis -b:a 96K   -c:v libvpx -b:v 50000 \ 
-crf 30 -g 150 -deadline realtime -cpu-used 3  \ 
icecast://video1:n3kSpl7Wzm@streamer.nettitila.fi:8000/video1  

Ffmpeg command line for transcode:



audio-video streams

Live coding

Collaborative



Peer practices:
https://stationofcommons.org/peers

Audio stream for Swgbbo virtual world. 



Situated tutorials: 
practical approach to 
reach theoretical dev.
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What System Actually? 
Organised by Kassel University.



Designed a not-zoom only 
platform



Video Peer to Peer  
0=>2.34

Video Peer to Peer  
7.46=> 12.30

Gregoire Rousseau, Aiwen Yin and Juan Gomez

Peer-forming the commons 



Comming Community   
Manifesta13, Nov 2020.

H.F.B.K, Paris, Marseille.



Comming Commons  

Comming Community   
Manifesta13, Nov 2020.



Reflects and acts on: 
✳ Peer-to-Peer possibilities, Fediverse and decentralized 
networks.  
✳ Open Source media broadcasting applications. 
✳ Technofeminist praxis and the practice of “Doing It 
Together” 
✳ Shadow libraries and knowledge as digital resource. 
✳ Digital space as a contested space in discussion with 
architects, designers and educators.



Digital Commoning Practices
Oksasenkatu11 gallery, march 2021.

How digital practices 
manifest in the physical 

space?



Digital Commoning Practices
Oksasenkatu11 gallery, march 2021.



Digital Commoning Practices
Oksasenkatu11 gallery, march 2021.





The “Lumbung Radio” working group started meeting in 
August 2021 to think together how to produce an unique 
audiophonic experience originating from lumbung/d15 
ecosystem. 
 
✳ Bring together trans-local radios and audio practices. 
✳ Build on existing practices and acknowledges 
individualities 
✳ Produce an audiophonic common space, operating in no 
specific time zone.







CONTRIBUTORS







Sound as Commons 
Economy 
Digital Commoning 
Practice 
Shared ressources 
Infrastructure 
Lumbung 
Inter-local 
Infrastructure 
Server - Client 
paradoxes 

Radio as form of 
Collectivity 
Acknowledgement 
Care as commoning 
Scoring 
Emancipating 
technologies 
Synchronising 
Intentions 
Decentralizing 
Aesthetics 
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✳ Maintain the network of contributors 
through workshops and pedagogical 
approaches 
✳ Lumbung Assembly Online Meeting



✳ Experimenting with collective use of technologies as 
prompt to further research on Commoning practices 

✳ Experiments on how radio practices can find form in the 
physical space 

✳ Research on radio practices a form of collective 
organisation 

✳ Build technological agency



✳Research on Online radio as form of collective 
organisation. 

✳How a critical and activist, socially engaged 
practice can find form in term of art-based 
research? and produce new knowledge? 

✳How can radical technology inform radical 
education?



✳Research on Online radio as form of collective 
organisation. 

=>History of radio in 70s and the 80s / Free radio  
=> What is a contemporary organisation within the 
digital condition? 
=> Concept of Para-structure 



✳How a critical and activist practice can find form 
in term of art-based research? 

=> Research on critical theory; anti-racist and anti-
fascist  
=>Form of cyber feminist collective? 
=> How can radical technology converge with 
activist practice? What are the conditions? 
What space does it produce? 
=> How artistic based research relate to socially 
engaged practices? 



✳How can radical technology inform radical 
education? 

=> the history of radical technology 
=> the position of the collective within this history 
=> How to imagine radical eduction within 
contemporary paradigm?



✳ Experimenting with collective use of technologies as 
prompt to further research on Commoning practices 

✳ Experiments on how radio practices can find form in the 
physical space 

✳ Research on radio practices a form of collective 
organisation 

✳ Build technological agency



✳Define the question within, the focus, this little 
thing, contradiction that would need more time.  
✳Read related articles and books 
✳Understand how they connect(or not) with your 

practice and research. 
✳Produce the work to articulate concepts, ideas 

and practices 
✳Imagine new settings, situation, space to 

produce new knowledge 
✳Take risk, think twice, and write about it so that 

you are content with it.



✳ 



✳ 

Thanks for your time!

If  further questions/ thesis supervisor, please contact me gregoire.rousseau@aalto.fi

mailto:gregoire.rousseau@aalto.fi

