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Otaniemi landscape 1950

Manor history, agriculture, fields, meadows, forests, tree alleys…

Photo: City of Espoo



Otaniemi landscape 2022

Campus architecture, urban life, multidisciplinary collaboration, natural environment, 

parks…  

Photo: Google Maps



Aalto University campus in 
Otaniemi is a large area,
it could contain six districts. 

Otaniemi area = 

Kruununhaka

+ Kluuvi

+ Kaartinkaupunki

+ Punavuori

+ Kamppi

+ Eira

Aalto University campus is big

Photo: Google Maps



Aalto University campus is green

SLA, 2018



“Campus of the forest”



Aalto University has the cultural 

heritage of modernist architecture

Photo: Tuomas Uusiheimo / Aalto University



Architecture masterpieces  +  lush forest nature

What makes Otaniemi a unique campus?

SLA, 2018



Aalto campus landscape 2022

A-konsultit / Tietoa Oy



Aalto campus landscape 2035

A-konsultit / Tietoa Oy



SLA, 2018

Conceptual landscape plan for Otaniemi

Bridging nature and sustainable urbanity



Campus vision

City of growth

SLA, 2018



Otaniemi today

SLA, 2018



Future plans

SLA, 2018



Solution

SLA, 2018



Why is campus nature important?

SLA, 2018



Grown environment analysis

Characteristics

SLA, 2018



Landscape design

SLA, 2018



Sustainable landscape principles

Added value through nature

SLA, 2018



SLA, 2018

Biodiversity principles

Varied campus nature strengthens Otaniemi’s resilience



Natural capital survey (2019)

Nature supports wellbeing and enhances the economic value

Natural capital mapping of Aalto University’s campus by Ramboll Finland Oy. Description 

of the Otaniemi´s natural capital and ecosystem services (2019), partial extracts.

https://www.aalto.fi/sites/g/files/flghsv161/files/2020-

03/Aallon_kampuksen_luontopa%CC%88a%CC%88omakartoitus_0.pdf



Examples of campus outdoor areas 

Photo: Mikko Raskinen



Campus parks = common living rooms

Places for meetings, thoughts and recreation + flood control

Photo: Mikko Raskinen



Manor history

Historic linden tree alleys tell the story of before campus

Photo: Aalto University



Laajalahti nature reserve

Nature preservation area next to campus

Photo: Mikko Raskinen



Otaniemi coastline

Green belt of the campus

Photo: Matti Ahlgren



Outdoor learning premises

Sustainable, radical creativity, practical biodiversity

Test Site / Creative Sustainability Master's Programme (Ossinlampi)



Urban gardening

Local food production and community gardening

Ossinlampi gardening, photo: Mikko Raskinen 



Trees as landmarks

Places for meetings and gatherings + local biodiversity

Photo: Mikko Raskinen 



Future landscape

projects

Aalto Works 

park

Ossinlampi & 

surroundings (park)

Main 

Street

Rakentajan-

aukio

square

Amphi

theatre 

square Dipoli

Outdoor

areas

Alvar Aalto 

Park

Otaniemi-

Loop

Otaniemi-

Loop

• Ampfitheatre square

• Dipoli outdoor areas

• Outdoor design guidelines

(report)

• Alvar Aalto park

• Outdoor art locations

• Ossinlampi & surroundings (park)

• Aalto Works park

• Otaniemi-Loop

(indicative location)

• Rakentajanaukio square

• Main Street



Image: Masu Planning Oy 

Ampfitheatre square

Project completed autumn 2022



Image: Aalto-yliopiston arkisto

Ampfitheatre square

Landscape in the 1970s
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Ampfitheatre square

Landscape in 2019



Image: Mikko Raskinen / Aalto University

Ampfitheatre square

Landscape in 2022



Image: Aapo Pihkala

Ampfitheatre square

Landscape in 2019 (after metro)



Image: Aapo Pihkala

Ampfitheatre square

Landscape in 2022



Image: Aapo Pihkala / ACRE

Ampfitheatre square

The green areas include a decaying artwork of local trees. 

Decaying wood is important for fungi, insects and forest birds.



Image: Milla Uusitalo / ACRE

Participatory budjeting 2021

Students voted garden benches as the winner



Image: Parkly Oy 

Participatory budjeting 2021

Pollinator-friendly plants and herbs were planted together with students



Thank you!

Photo: Suomen ilmakuva Oy / Aalto University

Aapo Pihkala, Project Manager, Sustainability and Landscape, ACRE


