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Last week, we talked about Long-Term
Collective Change and megatrends.

Today's topic, Changing Values, is about how
mega-trend-size collective changes impact
the lives of individuals and small collectives,
such as families, as the values of the
communities are changing. In terms of
trends, this afternoon is about lifestyle trends.
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practices
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"Value" is difficult to define exhaustively. Let's
start by looking into the principles by which
people organise their lives and by defining "life"
as a set of practices that we do.

In literature, practices are described as
"Embodied, materially mediated arrays of
human activity centrally organised around
shared practical understanding." (Schatzki et
al. 2001)

Photo by Joshua Rawson-Harris on Unsplash
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Some examples of common practices.

The first one is a collection of practices by
which we keep home and ourselves physically
in order. How anyone does it is subjective, but
usually, there are some practices that people
"execute", such as washing clothes or dishes or
vacuuming, taking a shower, washing hair,
cleaning windows, changing bed linen, taking
care of backyard furniture and so forth.
(Paavilainen et al 2017)
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The second example is a collection of
practices that we do in order to make the
environment delightful. Again, how anyone
does it is subjective, and tastes differ, but
often, it can be recognised that people, for
example, organise their homes so that the
result is pleasing and refreshing.
(Paavilainen et al 2017)
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The final example is a collection of practices that we do in order to store stuff for others.
Middle-aged people do this a lot because they store stuff for their children, and many
people store things to be taken away for friends or recycling centres, etc., at some later
time. Sometimes, these things are stored for several years, even decades. In a sense, the
home is acting as a museum, in a similar manner that the real museum is about
resources for others.

This is only a small set of examples.

The practices that we "execute" in order to keep homes tidy and nice and store things
are subjective. Think about washing dishes or taking a shower. It is difficult to find two
people who do it in a perfectly similar manner. Nevertheless, we can recognise that
someone is washing dishes or taking a shower even if it looks very different from how
we ourselves do it. (Paavilainen et al 2017)

Our values are probably most powerfully concretised in our consumption: What we
decide to take into our lives, what we decide to reject and which consumption choices
are indifferent to us. In a more general sense, which practices we execute and how we
facilitate the practices.

So, to wrap this up, when our values change, our practices change, which often means
that consumption changes, too. And when the practices change a lot, or for some
critical part, the world changes. (Shove et al. 2012)
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So, now we have established that

1 Individuals have values, and the values are concretised in the practices
they do.

2 The values can change

In principle, the values change for two reasons:

The first is: an individual's or household's life situation changes. For
example,

People get children, pets, move eg country or countryside to city, move
in with others, marry, move out, divorce, someone dies, people change
workplace

All may cause changes in the values and practices.

(Hebrok 2014, Paavilainen 2017)

Photo by Josh Rakower on Unsplash
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The second reason is the surrounding culture, including megatrends, and the information space in general.

Again, anyone's "information space" is very subjective. We, concretely perceive our physical and immaterial
space differently. Someone who's an enthusiastic skateboarder sees the city in a different manner than
someone who's doing parkour. People with small kids see their environment differently from people who
are doing drugs, for example. Even our taste in brands impacts how we comprehend our surroundings. If
you never shop at Lidl, you may not even remember that there is one in your neighbourhood.

So, our sense of physical geography differs a lot, based on our practices and values, because they are sort
of a lens through which we perceive our surroundings. In a sense, we all have a framework in our minds
about how things are and with which we navigate.

The same goes with the immaterial environment, the immaterial culture surrounding us.

Last week, we talked a bit about a megatrend called "Casualisation". You raised good points. One thing that
I think was not mentioned is the way our rules about dress and clothing have relaxed. In the 1950s, we still
had several strict rules about what materials and colours people could use in different seasons, different
times of day and in different settings. A T-shirt was considered a piece of underwear. Until the end of the
1960s, fashion houses dictated what the well-doing upper classes of society should wear, the shape of
beautiful bodies and the style of fashionable hairdos.

Of course, there were eccentrics even then, people who did not follow common rules, but today, we seem
to have a lot more relaxed ideas about what anyone should wear in different settings. Given that online
meetings are so common, it is entirely possible to do the workday in pyjamas.

So, the culture surrounding us changes, and the ideas about what is appropriate manner and style to do
things ranging from work contracts to clothing.

Photo by Les Anderson on Unsplash
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Social media media is a powerful factor
these days. It inspires, reminds and
suggests new values and practices that we
might want to try and maybe internalise
into our lives.
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Media, in general, shows us lifestyles,
values and practices different from our own
lives.



@@export_scripts@@

@@export_scripts@@

One way to look into how values have changed is to look into how the things about which we are ashamed have
changed.

Some years ago, adults got into colouring books. It still seems to be going strong. Something that has been purely a
kid's occupation was suddenly offered to adults as a method to relax and release stress. Instead of being ashamed for
doing children's stuff, adults proudly published their beautifully coloured pictures.

As an example of more general change, only a few decades ago, especially in society's upper classes, educated
people were expected to know about fine arts and high culture. Being taken to exhibitions and ballet as a child was a
common and expected part of education.

Today, our general attitude towards what is considered a proper education has changed. Now that anyone has a
computer in their pocket, it makes no sense to ground education on guarded pieces of information. In place of class-
based bodies of restricted knowledge, we appear to have a principle that values the diversity of taste: a personality
that has the time and energy to be aware of different kinds of tastes and thought-styles.(Khan 2011)

The final example of shame shifts is how our attitude towards the human body has changed. Most clearly, this is
evident in how we talk about body weight.

Some years ago, Weight Watchers (Painonvartijat) interviewed members, former members and people they thought
should be members about their attitudes toward dieting. They heard that people no longer wanted to talk about
"dieting" and "weight loss." Instead, they wanted to become "healthy" so they could be "fit." They wanted to "eat
clean" so they could be "strong". "Dieting" was now considered tacky. It was anti-feminist. In other words, all bodies
should be accepted, and any inclination to change a body was proof of a lack of acceptance of it. Today, if we agree
with this and simplify a bit, it is shameful to desire weight loss because it means that one has not internalised the
principles and values of total acceptance of who you are, whereas only a couple of decades ago, even perfectly
normal bodies were seen as overweight and that as a sign of lost self-control. (The Weight Watcher study example is
based on a web article whose reference & link I have lost)
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Lifestyle describes the ways consumers
prioritise certain themes in their lives to the
extent that everything else is organised to
facilitate the lifestyle.

Example: Villages and small towns of
enthusiasts, for example, of the 1950s,
especially in USA.

Photo: unknown
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But lifestyle does not need to be all-
consuming. You don't have to be living in a
surfer town, wearing a salty hairdo, in order
to be recognised as someone having
surfing as your lifestyle.

Photo: Surfer Girl at Uluwatu, Bali,
Indonesia.Photo by Kristin Wilson on
Unsplash

https://www.travelingwithkristin.com
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Lifestyles can be studied by interviewing people to discover what
different kinds of things matter to them. For example, Danish sociologist
Henrik Vejlgaard interviewed a woman whose lifestyle turned out to be
surfing.

"The 32-year-old woman gets her identity from ten distinct identity
givers, but they are not equally important to her. Her identification with
California is not strong. She could easily live in another state -- as long as
she can surf. She is part of the peace movement and goes to different
rallies -- though she would not let this interfere with her surfing. She is
very happy with her work as a dentist, especially because it gives her time
and money to pursue her all-encompassing passion: surfing. Surfing is
her lifestyle, it is what dominates her life. She would like to go surfing
every day, but that is not always possible. When it is not, she will be
reading surfing magazines and chatting with surfer friends on the
internet. The destinations of her vacations will almost always be
determined by the possibility to surf and meet with other surfers."
(Vejlgaard 2010)



@@export_scripts@@

@@export_scripts@@

Lifestyle is a principle, a value that, as a
consumption choice, overpowers everything
else in your life. For example, one of Vejlgaard's
interviewees is a man, who enjoyed several
aspects of his life, but the only thing that really
mattered was his family and the happiness of
his kids and marriage. Everything else was, in
this respect, indifferent. He could work and live
and have vacations anywhere, provided that
the kids and wife were happy.

Photo by Nathan Dumlao on Unsplash
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Georg Simmel is a famous, although perhaps a bit
outdated fashion theorist. He recognised the so-
called trickle-down flow of fashions and styles in
society. (Simmel 1957)

But lifestyle does not have to do anything with
fashion or how one's household looks like. It is
simply a thing that we can recognise if there is some
consumption and practices that are prioritised over
everything else. If there is no prioritisation, we cannot
talk about lifestyle because consumption choices
are then driven not by values but by, for example,
financial situation or indifference.
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Then again, there are recognisable
changes in the lifestyles. In other words,
people start to prioritise new things.

One of the most famous forecasters talking
about lifestyle trends is Faith Popcorn.
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She became famous for being able to spot a new lifestyle trend
called "Cocooning", which is associated with the rising
importance of home and privacy in people's lives. Until that, the
workplace had a long history of being the place where identities
are created, maintained and played out, but in the 1980s, the
tide started to turn so that even common people began to pay
attention to the comforts and, for example, style of the home,
and staying home began to be appreciated practice. This
happened simultaneously with the invasion of ICTs into homes,
so there began to be more opportunities for media consumption
and, in general, plenty of things to do. Home cooking began to
receive media attention, and so forth. Life, in short, moved from
the public realm and public consumption inside the privacy of
the home. The Cocooning lifestyle trend is still going very
strong.
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But it is not, of course, the only one. Here is
a selection of lifestyle trends Faith Popcorn
published on her website a couple of years
ago.
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Lohas, Lifestyles of Health and
Sustainability, is an equally strong and
powerful lifestyle trend, and also several
decades old.

Photo: Unsplash+ with Getty Images
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New lifestyle trends can be studied. Here's an example from the
foresight course some years ago: a Halal lifestyle, which highlights,
for example, care of the environment and spiritual existence
becoming a norm.

To study lifestyle changes, examples of questions:

Which practice(s) have changed?

How have the practice(s) changed?

Why has the change of practices happened?

What kinds of risks does the change involve?

Who are the most powerful or vulnerable during/after the change?

What new joys and pleasures the change produced?

What kinds of new acts are valued and despised, and by whom?
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Finally, changes differ in terms of how easy it is to make the
change. Here are two of the most common visualisations.
Neither is directly about lifestyle changes or values, but
they make an important point that a change always involves
a sense of risk. It is a risk to change, but sometimes the risk
is relatively low, and sometimes it is high. This particular
visualisation is about the risks that a trendsetter, the
forerunner, takes. When the risk is low, anyone can be a
trendsetter, amongst the people who are first in their
community to make the change, but when the risk is high,
the forerunners, the early adopters, have to be such people
who can take the risk, that is, for example, they can stand
the risk of losing money or losing social appreciation.
(Rogers 1962; Vejlgaard 2013)



@@export_scripts@@

@@export_scripts@@

In this 2by2, there are two factors: whether the
risk is high or low and whether the thing is easy
to imitate or not, for example, expensive or very
rare or requires plenty of expert knowledge and
skills.

The idea here is that the easier something is to
imitate, the easier it is for the change to happen.
Thus, hairdos change pretty often, while a
change of sex is a rare thing and happens only
once or twice, if at all, during a lifetime.
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The last leg of the slides is about how to
construct the text so that the story one tells
is as clear and powerful as possible.
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Thanks, Tack,
Kiitos!
© heidi.paavilainen@aalto.fi 2023
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Tutoring on Friday afternoon

Photo by Tim Mossholder on Unsplash
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