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MUO-E0023 Thesis Plan Orientation 3
cr

WELCOME!



@@export_scripts@@

Who's talking?

heidi.paavilainen@aalto.fi

Väre, room O201

Languages: 

!"

Supervising: COID,
advising: ARTS, AALTO



@@export_scripts@@

THESIS
PROCESS
In the Department of Design
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QUIZ!
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1) How many credits is the
MA thesis? How much time
does it mean?

2) What is the length of a
thesis text?

3) What is the length, and
what are the qualities of a
good thesis plan proposal?

4) What are the components
of a good thesis plan
proposal?

5) What is the use of the
thesis plan proposal in the
thesis process?

6) What is the name of the
university? And school?

7) What is the name of your
MA programme? And Major
(if you have one)?

8) What happens after this
TPO week?
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Thesis Plan Proposal

Approval for topic–

Playground for ideas–

Process guide–

Application training–

Problem solver:–
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The most common
problems:

Poor awareness of context–

Poor research question–

Poor choice of research methods–
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USEFULNESS
OF THE
THESIS
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Size of the Thesis

30 credits–

About 810 hours of working–

About 22 weeks of 5x8h working weeks = 108 days–

About 3 full courses–

About half a year of full-time work = 4,5 months–
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The text

25-70 pages of text–

Between 50 000 - 140

000 characters

(including spaces)

–

All of these are good:

Long text + small or

no production

–

Demanding

production + short

text

–

Text and production

are balanced

–
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Thesis contributes to the
design field

Every good thesis brings forward

aspects and issues previously not

pointed out

–



@@export_scripts@@



@@export_scripts@@



@@export_scripts@@



@@export_scripts@@



@@export_scripts@@



@@export_scripts@@

Thesis contributes to the design
field

Every good thesis brings forward aspects and

issues previously not pointed out

–

A good thesis participates in the accumulation

of design knowledge and understanding

–
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INNOVATIVENESS
OF THE THESIS
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Thesis Plan Proposal: IN GENERAL

3-6 pages–

Sharp, to the point–

Clear, well-structured–

Grounded, reasoned, framed, contextualised–

On a topic worth investing time–

On a topic relevant to the field of design–

With framing that makes the plan doable–
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Thesis Plan Proposal: IDENTIFIERS

Working title–

Language of the thesis (EN, FI or SV)–

Your name and study major or programme–

Supervisor (if known)–

Advisor(s) (if known)–
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Thesis Plan Proposal: SUBSTANCE

Typically, the longest part of the proposal

Framing and research design are talked about on Friday!

Motivations and justifications for the topic–

Outline of previous research (= summary of literature)–

Academic and artistic research goals–

Outline of production (if any)–

Methodological choices. How are goals achieved?–
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Thesis Plan Proposal:
PRACTICALITIES

Financing plan, if needed–

Ethical considerations, if needed–

Possible risks which would make the topic too

difficult or prevent you from completing the thesis

on time

–
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Supervisors and
advisors

Supervisor (valvoja) looks

over your thesis process

and approves advisor(s)

–

Advisor (ohjaaja) works

with you. Supervisors

would be delighted if you

could suggest someone!

–
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