
Good morning / hyvää huomenta / god morgon / god 

morgen / bom dia / buenos días / günaydın / 早上好 / 

tere hommikus / buongiorno / おはようございます / 
goedemorgen / bonjour / guten morgen / доброе утро / 
ਸ਼ੁਭ ਸਵੇਰ بخیرصبح / الخیرصباح     / / शुभ प्रभात / dobro jutro / 

dobré ráno / kαλημέρα / dzień dobry / jó reggelt kívánok

/ สวสัดตีอนเชา้ טובבוקר / / subax wanaagsan / labrīt / 
labas rytas / დილა მშვიდობისა / സുപ്രഭാതം / 좋은아침
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THESIS PLAN ORIENTATION



Our programme

Date
Day 1

Aug 28, Mon
Day 2

Aug 29, Tue
Day 3

Aug 30, Wed
Day 4

Aug 31, Thu
Day 5

Sep 1, Fri

Type

Zoom 
session: 

Positioning & 
Writing

Independent 
studying 

+ tutoring 
option

Zoom 
session: 

Planning 1 & 
Working

Independent 
studying 

+ tutoring 
option

Zoom 
session: 

Experiences
& Planning 2

Content Basics Assignments Techniques Assignments Actions
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Ondřej Zajíc, CoID
Why should we measure design maturity? Design maturity from the perspective of in-house design 

leaders

“I HAVE DONE IT!” - Learning from (Recent) Graduates

Aura Latva-Somppi, CoDe
The workshoes and the chasm: The influence of gap in a creative material process

Savannah Vize, CS
The environmental citizen's playbook: A co-design enquiry into the playful potential of environmental 

action
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Research design
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REMINDER from Design Research
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Example of collecting ‘data’ (by Namkyu)

BACKGROUND:
Whenever I run, I take a photo.

What can we know from 
this?

“Namkyu runs Töölönlahti.”

“Namkyu takes a photo of Ooppera.”

"Namkyu takes a photo from the 
other side of Ooppera."

"The day when Namkyu ran was not 
cloudy."

"Based on the color of the trees, 
Namkyu runs during the summer."

...
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Example of collecting ‘data’ (by Namkyu)

BACKGROUND:
Whenever I run, I take a photo
to document Helsinki.

How can we improve
his method of collecting 
data?

since January 2014



Research Question

Representation of your frame: 
Context +  Scope

● Context: The discussion where your 
thesis makes a contribution

● Scope: What is in and what is out

*Note: Your research question is not fixed. 
It will evolve as you develop your thesis.

SCOPE

CONTEXT
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Evolution of Research Question (example of Namkyu)

1. What other things fashion designers can do rather than encouraging unnecessary consumption?
2. What other things fashion designers can do beyond image-making? (<< the notion of fashion)
3. How are fashion designers different from other designers? (<< the context of design)
4. What do fashion designers actually do? (<< design thinking)
5. How do fashion designers work/think? (<< design practice)
6. What are distinctive features of fashion design? (<< revision: context of design, design practice)
7. Why is fashion design under-studied? (<< social prejudices in design)
8. How can the social role of fashion designers be conceptualized? (<< designer's role)
9. How can the social role of fashion design profession be conceptualized? (<< profession)
10. How can the social role of the fashion design profession be conceptualized in the contemporary 

fashion system? (<< specific research context)
130



Design 
(Research) 
Methods

131

WHAT
HOW
WHY

to study

SCALAR THINKING
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Grocott 2022Layer 1 Layer 2

Why do research 

into / for / through
design?



Recap: Design Research..? Research Design!

● Each method yields its own type of data. Define your data!

● The research material in a thesis can be documents (e.g. interview transcriptions, notes, news, 
research articles, diaries, etc.), numerical data, photographs, plans, drawings, maps, audio and 
video recordings, tangible artefacts…

● You can collect your own primary data or use existing data, or both.

● Assess your data and other research material critically
(reliability, representativeness, possible biases)

● Remember confidentiality and ethical considerations when handling data.
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Reporting the Findings

● Rich Picture: Opening up the phenomenon you  are studying in its variety.

● Synthesis: Distillation of key findings / characteristics regarding your topic.

● Evidence: Showing how your data supports (or not) the research hypothesis.

● Argumentation: Convincing others and transmitting your message to them.

● Transparency: Recording / showing the process that led you to the results for others to evaluate.
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Expected Outcomes: Possible Formats

VISUAL

- Diagram
- Process description
- Drawings
- Images, photographs
- Scenarios
- Collage, mood boards
- Design concepts
- Detailed plans and drawings

TEXTUAL

- Descriptive academic text
- Discussion with your references/literature
- Quotes from the data
- Own insights and reflections
- Lists, guidelines, specifications
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Sociogram Exercise and Action Plan

View TPO MyCourses > Step 2: Orientation week programme > In-Class Assignments: Action Plan 

(including Sociogram)

1. Identify relevant actors in corresponding shapes

2. Identify relationships with corresponding lines

3. Complete a sociogram for your thesis

4. Examine how to improve your current relationships or/and what status of relationships to 

improve/change based on what grade you wish from the evaluation criteria (see ARTS MA Thesis Guide)

5. Create an action plan with steps of real actions to achieve the improvement/change

>> DL Wed 23:59 (6 September)
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Thesis Plan
Evaluation Sheet

Good to know some criteria..

137



Thesis Plan
Template

Suggestions for you.
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Requirements to Pass

- Submission of 4 pre-assignments in MyCourses (by Fri 18.8.)
- Participation in 6 contact teaching sessions this week (morning+afternoon of Mon, Wed & Fri)
- Doing 4 assignments in MyCourses:

- Submit a finished D-S-M-G-R exercise (By the end of Wednesday 30.8.)
- Submit a finished Fourfold exercise (By the end of Thursday 31.8.)
- Submit a summary of key points after watching a video lecture on Thesis Plan by Turkka Keinonen and 

listening a podcast by Director of your study program/major (By the end of Friday 1.9.)
- Submit a finished Action Plan, including Sociogram (by the end of Wednesday 6.9.)
*If needed, submit missing, failed or revised assignments (by the end of Friday 15.9.)
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Reminder: Thesis Plan Proposal

● First due agreed from the department level: 20 October, 2023!
● Exact date and the process to be checked with your study programme / major
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Thesis Plan Orientation

Goal is to be well prepared for MA thesis 
in the Department of Design.

Content: Practical info about 
how to create a compelling and 
actionable thesis plan, and how to 
manage your thesis process.



You are not alone.
- Department of Design
- Study Program/Major

142
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Search in MyCourses: "MA Thesis Portal"
*URL: https://mycourses.aalto.fi/course/view.php?id=26870

https://mycourses.aalto.fi/course/view.php?id=26870


Your Study Programme/Major: "MA Thesis Platform"
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!NOTE! You will be invited by your study programme/major. If not, please contact the director / study coordinator of your study programme.



Study Programme / Major Thesis Platform

● CoDe: Contact luis.vega@aalto.fi to know more

● CoID: https://mycourses.aalto.fi/course/view.php?id=30556

● CS: https://mycourses.aalto.fi/course/view.php?id=30560

● FaCT: https://mycourses.aalto.fi/course/view.php?id=30353

● IDBM: https://mycourses.aalto.fi/course/view.php?id=30309
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Course Feedback Survey
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