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TYPOLOGIES
Form to Use



Many although 

not all, 

building forms 

are 

rectilinear 

and seem to be 

a combination 

of various 

modular blocks

The forms of 

the buildings 

in relation to 

each other 

generate 

interesting 

in-between 

spaces.  

TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY
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TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY

Designed by Alvar Aalto in 

1966, the Nanotalo building 

represents the more 

rectilinear buildings which 

make up a large portion of 

the site. 

● relatively modest height

● instead, span XY 

direction 

● material relates to form 

● regular lines 

● clean shape
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TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY

Designed by Reima Pietilä and 

Raili Paatelainen also 

completed in 1966, the Dipoli 

building represents an 

entirely different typology, 

both material and form are 

more natural. 

● dynamic and radically 

expressive

● form is irregular

● undulating facade 

indicates change

● multiple materials

Aalto University



SCALE + POSITION
Building Relationships



TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY

Kävellen Kampuksella/ Aalto University



TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY

Aalto University



TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY

Buildings on site are of 

modest height but span large 

areas

Positions of the buildings 

relate to human-scale 

accessibility and to the forms 

of other buildings. In-between 

space becomes as critical as 

the structures themselves

 



MATERIALITY
Textures on the Site

Tuomas Uusheimo / Aalto University



TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY

The prevalence of red brick on site 

comes from Alvar Aalto’s ‘red brick 

period.”

“In the early days of Otaniemi’s 

re-development, the decision to use 

red bricks was dictated both by 

chance and practical reasons. On 

the first night of heavy bombing in 

Helsinki during the Continuation 

War, the Soviet Embassy was itself 

badly damaged. The Finnish 

government donated the red bricks 

from the collapsed building to the 

technology students of the time.”

Amedeo Martines



TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITYTYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY

 Though red brick is dominant, a patchwork of materials comprise the built fabric of campus

 

Laurel Bern Interiors Arch Daily Vasari Plaster Duggan Morris

Home Depot Open Source Melaine Le Roy Hopson Glass



TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY

Exteriors combine red brick, 

glass, metal supports and 

details, with natural materials 

like wood and stone. 

Between buildings there is an 

array of material use which 

characterizes the experience of 

each. 

Tuomas Uusheimo / Aalto University



TYPOLOGIES SCALE + POSITION MATERIALITY

Tuomas Uusheimo / Aalto University

The use of interior 

materials differ just 

slightly from exterior 

ones but remain fairly 

consistent in color and 

texture

 


