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	Group members: Aada Ylenius, Jonatan Nuutinen, Rasmus Paavola
	Group no.: 5

	Tentative working title of Academic Report:

Ethics of online dating business during a pandemic.

	Briefly identify the rationale behind choosing this topic area:

Business ethics has been a hot topic during the pandemic. We decided pick a business popular in our age group.

	Describe the research problem/hypothesis:

The demand for online dating services has drastically increased during covid-19 and companies in the field have reacted by implementing marketing strategies taking advantage of the pandemic. These strategies have led to massive profits for the companies but at the same time it has led to people breaking the covid-19 guidelines, causing a surge of infections globally.

	Identify up to 3 concise research questions (if relevant): 

1. Are online businesses partly responsible for people meeting others, against the guidelines, during the pandemic?

2. Has online dating services led to spreading of the virus?

3. Has online dating increased during the pandemic?

	Identify the research objectives:

Find reliable sources with information and statistics supporting our stance from the thesis statement. 

	State the importance and/or significance of the research:

The topic is current and companies need to be aware of what is ethically acceptable during the global pandemic, instead of blindly following a profit maximising strategy.

	Describe the research methodology:

Find scholarly articles and other formal sources on google scholar and Aalto finna database. Since there is a lack of sources which are on the exact same topic as our report, we have to utilize sources which have a link to our topic, and form conclusions from the information ourselves. 

	Literature to be used (minimum number of scholarly sources – 12):

1. https://www.sciencedirectcom.libproxy.aalto.fi/science/article/pii/S0148296320303295?via%3Dihub
2. https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1635755/ 

3. https://aalto.finna.fi/PrimoRecord/pci.proquest2452099624 

4. https://www.jmir.org/2020/8/e20961/ 

5. https://s22.q4cdn.com/279430125/files/doc_financials/2020/q2/MTCH-2Q-2020-Earnings-Release.pdf 

6. https://www.hackensackmeridianhealth.org/HealthU/2020/09/15/is-it-safe-to-date-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 

7. https://www.chatelaine.com/living/online-dating-covid/ 

8. https://www.marketplace.org/2020/11/24/love-in-the-time-of-covid-dating-apps-are-thriving/ 

9. https://www.webmd.com/lung/news/20201022/dating-during-the-pandemic-online-and-restless 

10. https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-7732655/Study-finds-50-Tinder-users-one-face-face-date.html 

11. https://finance.yahoo.com/quote/MTCH/  

12.https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2020/02/06/the-virtues-and-downsides-of-online-dating/

	Describe your plan of action (schedule, issues to resolve, problems anticipated and how to solve them, etc. Note that the work plan is much more than just the key deadlines in the AR process):
23rd of November: Establish a communication method (whatsapp) for the group to discuss when to conduct zoom meetings and any issues that might arise. 

24th of November: Each of the group mates individually find sources related to our topic and begin to research for claims/counterclaims.  

25th of November: Work together as a group on the Academic report work plan.
26th of November: Divide the topic into three parts, conduct research individually over the weekend on the chosen subtopic.

29th of November: Meeting to discuss individual progress on research and to link between the subtopics to enhance coherency. Write the introduction of the report as a group and establish a consistent writing style.

3rd of December: Confirm that each group member is done with their subtopic, and write the conclusion of the report as a group. Check the consistency of the language used, flow between sections and grammar.
4TH of December: Submit the first draft of the report.

6th of December: Each of the group members reads feedback on their section and does the necessary corrections.

9th of December: Meeting as a group to conduct final check of the formality of language, writing style, flow, coherency and grammar of the report.

10th of December: Submit the final Academic report.
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