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Today’s agenda

Introduction: Teaching team

Scope and purpose for the thesis and the seminar

Practicalities and organization

Seminar schedule and the thesis process

Instruction for seminar sessions

Supervisor / advisor assignments



Teaching team

Supervisors (Responsible Teachers)

Checking the status, giving feedback & grading

• Dr. Namkyu Chun (DAM & DoD)

• Dr. Antony Joseph (DoD)

• Dr. Teemu Leinonen (DAM)

Advisors (Doctoral Researchers)

Helping you carry out your research

• Talvikki Kollmann (DoD)

• Camilo Sanchez (DoD)

• Cvijeta Miljak (DAM)

+ Language Centre: Matthew Billington
Supporting your academic writing



design
(activity,  outcome

or skill)

context
(societal phenomenon

or organizational domain)

research
("theoretical" and empirical

knowledge)



Why ‘systematic’?
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 Design thinking

by Roger Martin 

Analytical

Thinking

Intuitive

Thinking

100% Reliability 100% Validity



What do you have in the end of the course?

"Bachelor of Arts Thesis



What do you have in the end of the course?



What do you have in the end of the course?



Title page

Acknowledgement / Preface

Introduction

Literature Review

Research Approach

Results / Findings

Conclusions & Discussion
 - Practical (design) implications
 - Limitations & suggestions for future research

(Design / Production)

References

Appendices

(Is the production informed by the research or is the 
production informing / supporting the research?)What do you derive (conclude) from the 

results and production in relation to what 

has been said earlier in literature?

THESIS TEMPLATE



Bachelor's Thesis and Seminar: Content

- Students prepare a bachelor thesis on a subject suitable for their major

throughout the course.

- Students are supported in their thesis work through seminars and 
meetings (e.g. supervisor, advisor, language teacher)

- The seminars and meetings are grounded in the work of the students and 

structured to support them:

- to refine and define the scope of their thesis

- to acquire, analyze and structure the material for their thesis

- to present their work in accordance with established principles for 
academic writing and communication.

- Workload: 10 ECTS ≈ 27 hours x 10 (270 hours)



Assessment

The Bachelor's thesis (final submission via eAge) is assessed according to the 

evaluation criteria (see the ARTS Bachelor's Thesis Guidelines).

The first draft of the bachelor's thesis manuscript must be uploaded for review prior to 

the presentation to the corresponding folder in the Assignment section on 

MyCourses no later than the 19th of April (first due for Submission 1, other due dates 

TBA).

NOTES!

80% minimum participation to the seminar sessions (you may miss one session).

Completion of Academic Writing sessions is compulsory due to the maturity test (More 

detailed info of these sessions will be to be instructed separately via MyCourses).

Violation of research ethics, including plagiarism, is treated seriously.



EVALUATION CRITERIA

FROM AALTO ARTS 
BACHELOR'S THESIS 

GUIDELINES

(See MyCourses > 

Material)



EVALUATION CRITERIA

Main-criteria Sub-criteria

1. Thesis aim and definition of the topic - Def inition of  the topic

- Def inition of  the research problem and thesis objectiv es

- Def inition of  the research questions

2. Production component of the thesis - Quality  of  the production (artistic / prof essional)

- Creativ ity  and problem-solv ing skills in the artistic or productiv e process

- Documentation of  the production

3. Methodology and processing of research data - Command of  research methods and techniques

- Data collection and processing

4. Discussion and command of the topic - Conceptualisation of  the topic and linking it to a broader context

- Ref erences

5. Results and conclusions - Conclusions and interpretation

- Student's ref lection on their own work and description of  f ollow-up measures

6. Language and presentation - Writing sty le and presentation of  the thesis

- Oral presentation

- Formatting of  the thesis

- Citing and ref erencing, list of  ref erences

- Structure of  the thesis

7. Thesis process - Management of  the thesis process and keeping to the schedule

- Work during the seminar and acting as an opponent (in accordance with the seminar structure of  the programme)

"The final grade is given for the thesis as a whole using those evaluation criteria which are relevant for the thesis. The grade is not 

an average grade based on the grades given for the individual areas evaluated: emphasis may be put on those criteria that are most 
relevant for the thesis, while criteria that are not applicable to the thesis may be ignored."

[IF APPLICABLE]



Maturity test

To be completed before the thesis presentation!

- Students with Finnish upper secondary school diploma

- LC7108 Kirjoita asiantuntevati (for Finnish-speaking students)

- TBC (for Swedish-speaking students)

- Students with international upper secondary school diploma

- Completion of Academic Writing sessions during the Seminar

- Evaluation of thesis abstract (submit via the Seminar MyCourses)

- See Aalto's instruction how to write an abstract (LINK)

https://www.aalto.fi/sites/g/files/flghsv161/files/2022-12/ARTS%20-Writing%20an%20abstract%20dp.pdf


How to get the manuscript ready?

Students must participate the following seminar sessions (if missing, discuss with your 

supervisor):

Seminar 1: Presenting the revised thesis plan (18 th of January)

Seminar 2: Presenting the literature review (25 th of January)

Seminar 3: Presenting the data (8th of February)

Seminar 4: Presenting preliminary findings (26 th of March)

Each seminar session is organized with the following structure:

1. Individual student presenting the corresponding work (only assigned supervisor/advisor attended)

2. Supervisor/advisor summarizing the group's presentations at the end of the session.

For each meeting (other than seminars), prepare to discuss: (A) what I have done, (B) what I will do 
next, and (C) where do I need help.

Review the materials from IRDM for corresponding works.



BREAK



Schedule

Minor changes may occur

Highlight: Compulsory sessions



1/2



2/2

(See MyCourses > Materials)



Seminar 1

Presenting the revised thesis plan
Date: 18th of January

Based on the feedback received from IRDM Final and your further thinking over the holidays, you may have 
revised your thesis plan (if not, revise asap).

Submit the revised version and prepare to present what your thesis is, what changes you have made, and why.

In particular, consider the following:

• Focus and relevance: Is the scope of your thesis sufficiently clear, defined and interesting both practically 
and academically?

• Feasibility: Can you actually carry out the plan according the schedule, workload, availability of potential 
research participants and so forth?

During the session, we will review and discuss your latest plan. Thus, be ready to present your plan in 5-8 
minutes. If you have decided to not make any changes, justify why.

Upload the PDF to MyCourses before 8:00 o’clock on the 18th of January.



Seminar 2

Presenting the literature review
Date: 25th of January

Further expand your thesis plan and references for the thesis template: Plan to review the literature or 
start reviewing the literature for your thesis (to write up asap!)

Read the literature review section of previously theses from the programme to reference the structure 
(available via Aaltodoc).

Prepare for presenting the following in 5-7 minutes:

1. A summary of the literature / or the plan for reviewing the literature

2. Your justification for selecting the literature (in relation to your research questions / objectives),

(If you have reviewed already) 

Key takeaways from the literature review, and how the takeaways may be used in your research (e.g. 
interviews or/and data analysis).

Upload the PDF to the Assignment folder on MyCourses before 8:00 o’clock on the 25 th of January.

http://aaltodoc.aalto.fi


Seminar 3

Presenting the data
Date: 8th of February

Organize your data that you have been collecting through interviews.

Basic requirements (see IRDM MyCourses)

• In-person / online interviews with 7 different individuals

• Each interview duration minimum 30 mins (ideally 40-60 mins)

• All interviews should be recorded and transcribed

• Signed consent forms to be collected from all interview participants

Prepare for presenting the following in 5-7 minutes:

• A summary of your interview participants (key information),

• Your justification for recruiting the participants (in relation to your research questions / objectives),

• Self-assessment (quality of the data)

• If you don't have enough data, your plan for further collecting data (why / whom / when)

Upload the PDF to the Assignment folder on MyCourses before 8:00 o’clock on the 8 th of February.



Seminar 4

Presenting preliminary findings
Date: 26th of March

Briefly walk through how you analyzed the data and show a codebook to illustrate your logic from the data to 
findings. Its goal is to confirm your logic with your supervisor / advisor (if they agree with your logic, or if they 
understand what you wrote).

Optional: You may reflect on the data coding workshop facilitated by Emilija (22 Feb) and explain how you 
implemented to your thesis.

Prepare for presenting the following in 5-7 minutes:

• A summary of your early-stage findings,

• Codebook sample exemplifying your logic (from data to findings)

• Optional: Any further reflections to the literature from the findings

• Optional: If production is planned, early prototypes / sketches from the current findings

• If you don't have any findings yet, your plan for further analyzing data

Upload the PDF to the Assignment folder on MyCourses before 8:00 o’clock on the 26 th of March.



AFTER THE SEMINAR SESSIONS
AND BEFORE SUBMISSION 1?

Scope, Focus & 
Contribution

Transparency
Honesty

& Reflection

Clarity & Style

Formalities

SELF-CHECKLIST

To be used in discussion with
your supervisor and advisor
(See MyCourses > Material)

Thesis Contents



Thesis Presentation

For each presentation, 30 minutes are allocated; Max 15 minutes presentation and 15 minutes 

discussion (your supervisor asks questions in the first 10 mins)

Your thesis presentation should be structured as a research (conference) presentation in which you 
describe the scope of your research and what you have found. For guidance, a research presentation 
typically covers the following:

1. The background reasoning for your thesis in terms of why your topic is interesting/relevant both 
academically and practically (including how your project is grounded in prior literature),

2. The questions of inquiry (i.e. research questions) you set out to address through your thesis,

3. How you executed your research in terms of how data was collected and analyzed,

4. Your findings (and conclusions as well as design production if applicable), and

5. A general reflection in which you briefly elaborate on the quality/relevance of your findings and the 

limitations recognize in your own work as well as how envision how it could be developed further.



Final words

From now on, your main channel of discussion on your thesis is 

with your supervisor (advisor available also in Period III-IV).

- Familiarize yourself with the Seminar Schedule, Thesis Process, 

Thesis Template, ARTS Thesis Guidelines (especially the evaluation 

criteria), and Self Checklist.

- Agree with your advisor how your group will organize extra meetings 

in addition to those 4 seminar sessions (FYI, there is a limit).

By the way, how are the interviews going?







Questions?
Post them on MyCourses

(others might have the same one…)



SUPERVISOR
/ ADVISOR
ASSIGNMENT

Highlight:
No participation needed for the Seminar
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