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My background
• Aalto University, University teacher 2023 –

• City of Helsinki, Urban Space and Networks unit 
2018 –
• Green area networks, ecological networks, stormwater, 

land use planning etc. 

• City of Vantaa 2014 – 2018
• Detail planning, zoning, participatory planning etc.

• Aalto University, University teacher 2013 – 2014
• Aalto University, hourly paid teaching jobs 2014 – 2020  

• Landscape architect 2013, Aalto University



Content

1. Green area network: areas
and connections

2. Multi-functional green areas

3. Network plan as a planning
tool in the administrative
system



Green area network
• Work to define Helsinki Green Area 

Network has been carried out 
simultaneously with latest Helsinki City 
Master Plan

Ecological networks
• Ecological networks were introduced in the 

master plan, but work has continued 2018 
onwards

• Relation to land use planning
• Connection typologies
• Identifying the most valuable areas through 

GIS analysis (and selected field trips)

Presentation is based on



1. Green area network
(and a bit of history)



Helsinki Master Plan 1972 and 2002



Helsinki Master Plan 2016 



The 2016 city plan allows Helsinki to grow into a compact city, with its many 
districts connected by rail traffic – the metro, trains and light rail. New 
construction is planned around light rail hubs and significant stations, in 
particular. For example, Malmi, Itäkeskus, Kontula, Herttoniemi, Kannelmäki
and Malminkartano can grow into new city centres that have diverse 
housing, services and jobs.
The new city plan creates the conditions for expanding the inner city along 
Vihdintie and Tuusulanväylä, which will be converted into city boulevards.
It’s envisioned in the city plan Helsinki continues to be a green city, whose 
strengths are urban forests and cultural environments. Significant new 
recreational areas and travel destinations are being planned on islands that 
the military is releasing for development.

Helsinki Master Plan 2016 
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Master Plan theme map: 
Urban Nature
FOREST AND WOODED NETWORK
MEADOW NETWORK
BLUE NETWORK

• Master Plan calls for paying
attention to Urban nature networks
as part of Green and recreational
network

• Continued work on ecological
networks aims for more equal
interpretation of theme map in 
Urban planning



Ecological connections - Typologies
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Forest network: 
Main connections to local connections

Meadow network: 
Core meadow areas to step stone meadowsExcerpt from Metsä- ja puustoinen verkosto, Niittyverkosto esiselvitys



Ecological network combining sea and bay areas, rivers, 
streams, ponds, open ditches, shore biotopes and underwater

nature is to be developed considering nature values.



2. Multifunctional
green areas
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Vision for the future of Helsinki 
green areas



Mapping values (ecological / cultural)



Ecological and cultural
values overlaid, 
from national, regional
and city  records



Kuvat: Maria Hyövälti



Kuvat: Riikka Äärelä, Tuuli Ylikotila, Lauri Urho



Proposed green and recreational 
network



Recreational and ecological
purposes intertwined



Forest network - future
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Core meadow areas
Step stone meadows
Archipelago meadows

Meadow network



Blue network



3. Networks as a 
planning tool



Proposed Green and recreational network 2016
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Blue network, towards guidelines
• Assessing ecological quality of water habitats -> Understanding the most

significant areas of ecological value
• Blue network structure and qualitative classification
• Legal requirements and recommendations for future urban planning and 

maintenance







https://eastonhelsinki.fi/itainen-rantareitti-esittelee-ita-helsingin-parhaat-puolet/

https://eastonhelsinki.fi/itainen-rantareitti-esittelee-ita-helsingin-parhaat-puolet/


Conclusions
• Green area network has important functions both as areas and 

connections
• Green area network plan as a tool for implementing ideas, especially

in a large organization
• Ecological knowledge (networks, systems) bring information into 

planning and policy making
• Large scale planning and visioning is important – at the same time it is 

not enough
• Importance of figuring out the path from plan to reality



Resources
• Green and Maritime Helsinki, Vision, VISTRA I (in Finnish): 

http://www.hel.fi/hel2/ksv/julkaisut/aos_2013-4.pdf
• Development plan for Helsinki green and recreational network, VISTRA II (in Finnish): 

http://www.hel.fi/hel2/ksv/julkaisut/aos_2016-2.pdf
• Helsinki Ecological network (in Finnish)

• Forest network 2018 – 2020 
• Meadow network 2020 – 2022
• Blue network 2021 – 2023

• Master Plan 2016 https://www.hel.fi/en/urban-environment-and-traffic/urban-
planning-and-construction/planning-and-building-goals/city-plan

http://www.hel.fi/hel2/ksv/julkaisut/aos_2013-4.pdf
http://www.hel.fi/hel2/ksv/julkaisut/aos_2016-2.pdf
https://www.hel.fi/static/liitteet/kaupunkiymparisto/julkaisut/julkaisut/julkaisu-05-19.pdf
https://www.hel.fi/static/liitteet/kaupunkiymparisto/julkaisut/julkaisut/julkaisu-22-21.pdf
https://www.hel.fi/static/liitteet/kaupunkiymparisto/julkaisut/julkaisut/julkaisu-02-23.pdf
https://www.hel.fi/en/urban-environment-and-traffic/urban-planning-and-construction/planning-and-building-goals/city-plan
https://www.hel.fi/en/urban-environment-and-traffic/urban-planning-and-construction/planning-and-building-goals/city-plan
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