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More-than-human thinking

● more-than-human/posthuman/
multispecies thinking

● questioning nature-culture dualism
● instead of treating the living world 

as something passive, living beings 
are considered as active agents

● acknowledging the 
interconnectedness of human 
societies and biodiversity



Beyond nature and culture

● “Nature” as something separate 
from the culture or human 
societies is a concept that can be 
localized both temporally and 
geographically (Descola, 2006)

● “Nature” as separate from culture 
is a concept of the modern Western 
world, producing a worldview 
according to which “Nature” is a 
passive, mechanic entity, a 
background to human actions 
(Descola, 2006) 

● Considering “Nature” as separate 
from human societies is one root 
causes of the ecological crises 
(Tsing, 2015)



Rethinking Agency

● Agency: being an active agent, 
having the ability to impact the 
course of events

● more-than-human thinking grants 
agency to the non-human world

● non-humans as actors (Tsing) or 
actants (Latour)

● acknowledging that the actions of 
animals, plants, bacteria, 
mushrooms have consequences in 
the human world

● “Making worlds is not limited to 
humans” (Tsing, 2015)



“Plants make our breath”
-Emanuele Coccia



Multispecies landscapes
“As sites for more-than-human dramas, landscapes are radical 
tools for decentering human hubris. Landscapes are not 
backdrops for historical action, they are themselves active. 
Watching landscapes in formation shows humans joining other 
living beings in shaping worlds. (--) Can I show landscape as a 
protagonist of an adventure in which humans are only one 
kind of participant?”

-Anna Tsing 



Noticing agency

● Art of noticing (Tsing, 2015)
● expanding awareness to the ways 

non-humans participate in 
socio-ecological systems

● representation as a key 
problematics: what are the tools 
to make visible the 
interconnectedness of human 
and more-than-human worlds
○ systems diagrams
○ graphic tools of landscape 

architects
○ speculative mapping, new 

models of representation
Aït-Touati, F., Arenes, A., Gregoire, A.  (2019) Terra Forma



“nature doesn’t exist - the world is always 
designed and constructed by living beings for 

other living beings”
-Emanuele Coccia

“what we take given as an environment, is in fact 
an artefact, produced and kept up by living 

beings. And because it’s an artefact, it’s fragile”



Shifting from anthropocentric  thinking to 
more-than-human thinking

● changing the system by changing the 
paradigm



considering non-humans as clients of the landscape architects, 
since the wellbeing of humans is dependent on the wellbeing 
and health of ecosystems (connection to the SES approach)



Readings:

● Haraway, D. (2015)  Staying with the Trouble
● Tsing, A. (2015) The Mushroom at the End of 

the World
● Latour, B., Weibel, P. (2020) Critical Zones
● Coccia, E. (2016) The Life of Plants - A 

Metaphysics of Mixture
● Coccia, E. (2020) Metamorphoses
● Clément, G. (2015) The Planetary Garden and 

Other Writings
● Schultz, N. (2023) Land Sickness



references



Kate Orff, Richard Misrach: Petrochemical America















The Parliament of The Loire



The Assembly of The River Sheaf

● Studying the river Sheaf in Sheffield, UK 
through a more-than-human lense

● Mapping the actors and inhabitants that 
compose the system of the river Sheaf

● storytelling as a way map relations
● assembly as a method of representing the actors



counting non-humans as stakeholders



workshop



workshop



The aim of the workshop is to collectively map out relevant 
actors belonging to the socio-ecological system in Kymenlaakso.  

The material produced in the workshop aims to help in the 
Assignment 4 of representing the socio-ecological systems.



1. Mapping Actors

In groups of three, write down as many actors from the 
category as you can. The aim of exercise is to write a list as 

extensive as possible. Use the information acquired during the 
lectures and the field visit. The limits of the categories are 

porous.

15min + discussion



Categories:

Human actors/Local people
Abiotic Nature

Plants/Vegetation
Animals on Land
Animals in Water

Industries
Organizations



2. Getting to know the actor

Choose one of the actors from the list of your group, that you 
will get to know more in detail. Spend a few minutes 

researching your actor. On the A4 sheet, make a visual 
representation of your actor, and write down a few facts about 

it. 
What is the role of your actor in the area, what are it’s needs,

what are it’s threats?

15min



3. Representing the actor

Each participant is now a representative of 
their actor, either human or non-human. 

Gathering in an assembly, each participant 
represents their chosen actor to the group.

In the group, we are inviting non-humans as 
stakeholders of the landscape, as 

actors/components who cocreate the 
socio-ecological system.



4. Describing relations

In a group discussion, we start to map the relations emerging 
between the actors. Can you find 2 or more actors that are entangled 

with the actor you have represented. Are there symbiotic 
relationships? Are there conflicts?

 You can take notes during the discussion, you can start sketching 
the system diagram.



5. Feedback + discussion

How did you feel about the exercise?
What did you learn during the workshop?

How will you proceed with the assignment?


