uman workshop!
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1. Intro to more-than-human thinking
2. Reference projects
3. More-than-human workshop - Mapping actors and

relations



More-than-human thinking

more-than-human/posthuman/
multispecies thinking

questioning nature-culture dualism
instead of treating the living world
as something passive, living beings
are considered as active agents
acknowledging the
interconnectedness of human
societies and biodiversity




Beyond nature and culture

“Nature” as something separate
from the culture or human
societies is a concept that can be
localized both temporally and
geographically (Descola, 2006)
“Nature” as separate from culture
is a concept of the modern Western
world, producing a worldview
according to which “Nature” is a
passive, mechanic entity, a
background to human actions
(Descola, 2006)

Considering “Nature” as separate
from human societies is one root

causes of the ecological crises
(Tsing, 2015)




Rethinking Agency

Agency: being an active agent,
having the ability to impact the
course of events
more-than-human thinking grants
agency to the non-human world
non-humans as actors (Tsing) or
actants (Latour)

acknowledging that the actions of
animals, plants, bacteria,
mushrooms have consequences in
the human world

“Making worlds is not limited to
humans” (Tsing, 2015)
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Noticing agency

e Art of noticing (Tsing, 2015)
® expanding awareness to the ways
non-humans participate in
socio-ecological systems
® representation as a key
problematics: what are the tools
to make visible the
interconnectedness of human
and more-than-human worlds
o  systems diagrams
o  graphic tools of landscape
architects
o  speculative mapping, new
models of representation

Ait-Touati, F., Arenes, A., Gregoire, A. (2019) Terra Forma



Ways of inhabiting
Merveille du jour
(Griposia aprilina) popuctus tremula

s

in the autumn
the molh lays (&)
eggs on th
brences or the
bark of fthe
oak, where
they hibernate
wver the winter.

pinus sylvestris

quercus robue

acer platanvides ot AL R

The caterpiliar feeds
on buds, flowers and
leoves of oak trees

“nature doesn’t exist - the world is alw.
destgned and constructed by living being:
~ other living beings” :

-Emanuele Coccia

fii=- = I 225 During the day,
e i 2 the — caterpillar
hides ' In  the
crevices of the
bark of the ook

e ']
.0 oiten near the oak rogis

Merveille du jour moth is one of
the myriad species developing
together with the life of the oak
free. The management of the
cultural  landscape, such

e tieions  “what we take given as an environment, is in fact

i ——" an artefact, produced and kept up by living
beings. And because it’s an artefact, it’s fragile”
} SRS A
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Shifting from anthropocentric thinking to
more-than-human thinking

The power
to see

/ paradigms
as such

Mindset
Goal of Paradigm

Structure

e  changing the system by changing the

. of the
paradigm il
the system
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Negative feedback
feedback  loops
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Most interventions are Deeper leverage points have
designed around these higher transformative impact, but

leverage points. harder to design for.
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Adapted from Meadows (1977): Leverage Points: Places to Intervene in a System



=8 ‘ i N BTN (S ' %
,«“cons1der1ng non—humans as chents of the landsca e archltects,

IS A el TR ¥ B WA o VIR O

: f#smce the wellbemg of humans is dependent on the wellbein

SN g N WP NIE g wwm NI

-and health of ecosystems (connectlon to the SES Pproach)

Vs,




ANNA LOWENHAUPT TSING

Readings:

e  Haraway, D. (2015) Staying with the Trouble

e  Tsing, A.(2015) The Mushroom at the End of The Life N
the World of Plants \ € I”{{TLI?P‘I:[L‘[] ZA?II\I”E 8

e  Latour, B., Weibel, P. (2020) Critical Zones '

e  Coccia, E. (2016) The Life of Plants - A
Metaphysics of Mixture

e  Coccia, E. (2020) Metamorphoses

e  Clément, G. (2015) The Planetary Garden and
Other Writings

e  Schultz, N. (2023) Land Sickness

You want me to land on Earth? Why? — Because

you're hanging in midair, headed for a crash. — How

is it down there? — Pretty tense. — A war zone? —

Close: a Critical Zone, a few kilometers thick, where

everything happens. — Is it habitable? — Depends on

your chosen science. — Will | survive down there? —
Depends on your politics.

Bruno Latour — Peter Weibel

LAND SICKNESS “The Planetary Garden”

and Other Writings

Gilles Clément
Translated by Sandra Morris
Foreword by Gilles A. Tiberghien

EMANUELE COCCIA
Meétamorphoses

DONNA J. HARAWAY






Cypress Swamp, Alligator Bayou, Prairieville, Louisiana, 1998

Kate Orff, Richard Misrach: Petrochemical America
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Ecoportrait of the Eurasian otter (lutra lutra)




A space of mutual care - making room for the aquatic community by daylighting the buried river in Tullins

b domolishing ¥ ; «Take a walk along the path. Notice all the
crealea, Mﬂmﬁ?y‘la‘o fure ‘historical center of Tullins the non-human beings, living and non-

g8sog0 living, that you interact with during your
walk. Try to give them names.

sign of the >
sensibllity path

w regenerated riparian zone
", protected buiding, industrial heritage
demolished buiding

Take a breath. Notice all the non-human
beings, living and non-living, that you
Interact with while breathing. Try to give
them names.

sensbilly path

What are the limits of a community? Who
counts as a citizen?»

e urban hear jaji
g ong,,

| ot
o

RIPISYLVE
VEGETATION

AQUATIC ASSEMBLAGE The reintroduction of La Fure in the center of Tullns
o repairs a habitat fragmented due to industrialization and
Daylighting La Fure creates urbanisation of the 19th century. The reopening of the river
opportunities for the members for aq s
the aquatic ecosystem to to inhabit the town and become citizens of Tullins.
inhabit Tullins. Some species
find refuge in restored river. The old center of Tulins is vulnerable to fiooding of La

Fure due to the anthropization, canalization and burying
of the river. By opening the river, the community of aquatic
‘species medates the risks of flooding by enhancing the
resilience of the ecosystems. By caring for the non-human
we care for the human. The result is space of mutual care.



S

vipera berux

argynnis paphia

galinm palusice

sanessa atabanta

vanelfucs vaneliies

“.
Y
-

bos taurus

atium patusicr

myosotis arvensis

M‘ g gt
iy

A S—



Alauda arvensis is one of the common birds in rural

areas, but the

in few decades because of changes in agricultural : -

systems. In Finland, the amount nesting of nesting . = o - =l

birds has diminished by 70% due fo the decrease in 5 A TS # =

pastures and the diminishing diversity of croplands. In : = =

Mietoinen, the bird cohabits in the coastal meadow
/ith cattle and myriad other species.

alauda arvensis

> 2 Feeding
= L The skyiark searches food
TR from the ground and soil.
2 . The dief consists of insects,
L seeds, sproufs and leaves.
Tos st .
W et et

N

4

pieris napi

iF
j

)

Z Mi“,’m 8 ; eﬂn,.mxm
Entanglement

The hooves of cattie open
up palches of open soil,

creating microecosystems
for both insect and the bird
species that feed on them
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ix natrix
Breeding <
The nest of the skylark is rests on
the ground andi s builf of dry |
hays and roofs, often covered
by perennial grasses. The bird
loys 3-5 eggs.




Sheep are gardeners of
the forest pasture. They
keep the forest floor
! open by eating the
leaves of saplings and
young  frees,  thus
making space for o
diverse vegetation of
the undergrowth of the
fores|.

N =
\\\S.an the forest and

learing shadowing frees
as o the spruce helps

light to reach the forest bed
and makes more space for
the growth of favoured frees

of the cultural landscape,
iuch as the oaks.

' the forest bed

Light “permeating

Besides grazing. the forest
pasture requires regular human
‘care ‘and management. Young

- saplings of trees are cut to avoid

the overgrowth ond shodowing
of the forest floor.

The excess wood accumulated from
thinning is collected and left in the
forest posture. The deadwood serves
as a habitat for saprotophs, such as
insects, fungi and micro-organisms
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The Assembly of The River Sheaf

° Studying the river Sheaf in Sheffield, UK
through a more-than-human lense
° Mapping the actors and inhabitants that

compose the system of the river Sheaf
° storytelling as a way map relations
° assembly as a method of representing the actors

Bloc Projects Meanwhile Space 73
2-4 Matilda st

Lead. Chromium. Buddleia. Mouse-tail moss. Giant knotweed. Milton Ironworks.
Dipper. Margaret Thatcher. Eurasian ofter. Minnow. Grey Heron. Atlanfic Salmon.
Birth confrol pills. Sycamore. White willow. 1989 Water Act. Domestic Sewage.
Himalayan balsam. Water vole. Acid rain. Charcoal. Nitrogen. Fig bisguits.
Mountain ash. Black alder. Daubenton’s bat. Dichlorodiphenylfrichloroethane.
Common eel. Yorkshire Water. Reedmace. Surgical instruments. Dog’s mercury.
Black spleenwort. Common ash. The Clean Air Act. Wood Ear mushroom.
Cobalt. Signal crayfish. Mediteranean fig. Nickel. Japanese knotweed.
Grayling. Moorhen. Brown frout. Grey waglail. Copper. Kingdfisher.

THE ASSEMBLY OF THE RIVER SHEAF
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workshop
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workshop
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The aim of the workshop is to collectively map out relevant
actors belonging to the socio-ecological system in Kymenlaakso.
The material produced in the workshop aims to help in the

Assignment 4 of representing the socio-ecological systems.



1. Mapping Actors

In groups of three, write down as many actors from the
category as you can. The aim of exercise is to write a list as
extensive as possible. Use the information acquired during the
lectures and the field visit. The limits of the categories are

porous.

15min + discussion



Categories:

Human actors/Local people
Abiotic Nature
Plants/Vegetation
Animals on Land
Animals in Water
Industries
Organizations



2. Getting to know the actor

Choose one of the actors from the list of your group, that you
will get to know more in detail. Spend a few minutes
researching your actor. On the A4 sheet, make a visual
representation of your actor, and write down a few facts about
it.

What is the role of your actor in the area, what are it’s needs,

what are it’s threats?

15min



Bloc Projects Meanwhile Space
2-4 Matilda st
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3. Representing the actor

Each participant is now a representative of
their actor, either human or non-human.
Gathering in an assembly, each participant
represents their chosen actor to the group.

In the group, we are inviting non-humans as
stakeholders of the landscape, as

Lead. Chromium. Buddleia. Mouse-tail moss. Giant knotweed. Milton Ironworks.
Dipper. Margaret Thatcher. Eurasian otter. Minnow. Grey Heron. Aflantic Salmon.
Birth confrol pills. Sycamore. White willow. 1989 Water Act. Domestic Sewage.
Himalayan balsam. Water vole. Acid rain. Charcoal. Nitrogen. Fig bisguits.
Mountain ash. Black alder. Daubenton’s bat. Dichlorodiphenylirichloroethane.
Common eel. Yorkshire Water. Reedmace. Surgical inshuments. Dog’s mercury.
Black spleenwort. Common ash. The Clean Air Act. Wood Ear mushroom.
Cobalt. Signal crayfish. Mediteranean fig. Nickel. Japanese knotweed.
Graylling. Moorhen. Brown frout. Grey wagtail. Copper. Kindfisher.

THE ASSEMBLY OF THE RIVER SHEAF

actors/components who cocreate the

socio-ecological system.



4. Describing relations

In a group discussion, we start to map the relations emerging
between the actors. Can you find 2 or more actors that are entangled
with the actor you have represented. Are there symbiotic
relationships? Are there conflicts?

You can take notes during the discussion, you can start sketching

the system diagram.



5. Feedback + discussion

How did you feel about the exercise?
What did you learn during the workshop?

How will you proceed with the assignment?



