
Sync / AV-licensing
Music Publishing

Marja Kortelainen|   Aalto yliopisto |   19.1.2024

1



Suomen Musiikkikustantajat ry
Finnish Music Publishers Association

• Founded 1976

• Non-profit organization

• Promotes, supports and protects the work of a music publisher

• Represents professional music publishers in Finland

• Approx 40 members in Finland 

• https://www.musiikkikustantajat.fi

(all contact details to Finnish MPA members can be found from the site)
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Presenter: Marja Kortelainen 

• Finnish MPA board member

• Creative & Licensing manager at Warner 

Chappell Music Finland – in charge of licensing at 

WCM since 2012 

https://www.musiikkikustantajat.fi/


COPYRIGHT – main points 

Copyright law  protects the owner(s) of the copyright
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In Finland, a work is protected by law when it is created 

• Does not require, for example, work registration in order to be protected by law. 

• The law protects Creative work and its creators

In practice, the law protects three parties:

• author of the work – Creator (writer, composer etc..)

• performer

• entrepreneur financing the work – (label, publisher, producer etc..) 



COPYRIGHT – main points

Two types of rights:

• Moral rights: The author has the right to decide in which context his work is 

used (always the author’s)

• Economic rights: These rights author can transfer to, for example, the 

publisher or record label 

The author must always be mentioned according to good practice 

(e.g. "end credits")

Tekijänoikeuslaki: https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1961/19610404
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https://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/1961/19610404


PUBLISHING and MASTER RIGHTS 

“PUBLISHER” “PUBLISHING 

RIGHTS” 

“LABEL” “MASTER RIGHTS”

Person Author / Songwriter Artist / Band 

Product The work / Song Master recording 

Copyright society TEOSTO GRAMEX
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Royalties: Publisher & Teosto Label & Gramex



Licensing music to 
audiovisual productions 
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Direct licensing - AV productions 
(Songwriter rights cleared through music publisher)

Commercials, trailers and promos

Feature films + trailers & promos

Short films for theatrical distribution

Documentaries for theatrical distribution

TV drama (shown outside the Nordic countries)

Theme and bumper music (ie. Theme song for a Tv show/drama) 

Music videos

Company presentations (intended for public use)

Games
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LICENSING PROCESS
- What rights do I need? 
Identify to yourself which rights holders you need permission from when you license music?

• Composition (Composition/Lyrics) → Publisher

Who are the songwriters and their publishers?

Info on right owners: Teosto, AV Music, www.fono.fi, Spotify writer credits, wikpedia, ASCAP search

This permission is always required (Unless Trad/DP)

• Recording → Record company (aka “Master owner” / “Label”)

Which artist's recording are you using and which record company released that specific version. 

Info: Gramex, AV music, Spotify, www.fono.fi, Wikipedia 

(The master is copyright free to use when 50-70years has passed from release)

→Permission must be obtained from each party 100% / 100%

→If a recording is not used, but a song is e.g. sung on scene / performed live - permission is only 

required for the composition/lyrics → Publisher 
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http://www.fono.fi/


LICENSING A SONG  
Which approvals do I need? 

Artist: Chic

Song: Good times

Label: Atlantic (Warner Music) 

Songwriter 1: Bernard Edwards

Publisher: Warner Chappell Music Scandinavia

Songwriter 2: Nile Rodgers

Publisher: Sony Music Publishing Scandinavia

You will need: 

• A master license →Label (Warner Music) 

• Songwriter licenses →Publishers (both WCM & Sony Pub)

Good to know: 

If the song Publisher / Label is not Finnish or have an office 
in Finland –contact geographically the closest office! Most 
likely they represent the rights in the territory 
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LICENSING PROCESS
The process from start to end  - Publisher/Label perspective: 

• The need and/or a specific request triggers the process

The publisher/ label 

• (in some cases) suggests suitable songs for the requested use / budget etc.. 

• negotiates/discusses the usage terms and the price with the customer

• clears the usage and price with the writer/artist (or through the original publisher / label in the 

actual signing territory) 

• confirms/denies the usage 

• takes care of the agreements and invoicing 

• pays the royalties to writers/ artists

→Publisher/ label is the link between the client and writer/artist (or their estate / rep / manager etc..) 

→The licensing process can take time depending on the use details, negotiatons,  writers, original 

publisers, estates etc.. 

→Time frames / deadlines for TV series and movies are often very long but in Ads very short 
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LICENSING PROCESS
Licensing Request 

Song title 

Song Writer(s)

Song Version

Album title (if taken from album)  

Artist (if any) 

Record company (if any) 

Language of production

Film title  

Genre  

Synopsis of the movie 

Director 

Producer  

Distributor (if any confirmed) 

Duration of movie

Type of use (BV, BI, VV etc) 

Duration of music in scene

Scene description  

Territory  

License period / Term 

Start date 

Optional Territory

Optional Media

Optional License period

Film Budget 

Music budget 

Clearance deadline

Fee offer (optional) 
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First identify what kind of rights you will need from the Music publisher / master owner. 

List the following information as carefully as possible when you start clearing the rIghts. 

Good to know: Giving the above info (or as much as you have at that point) in an “easy read” 

form will in 99% cases speed up the process! (+ remember to be informative in the Subject 

field in your e-mails, too!) 



LICENSING PROCESS 
Pricing
Points listed on the previous slide affect the price

The price is also usually affected to some extent by:

• Status of the song (and/or) artist

• Author (emotions / values etc)

• “Author vs estate”

• Country of origin of the song (ie France, US) 

“Art meets business”

→ It is almost impossible to put any frames for pricing

→You can always also try to suggest a a fee that fits your 

budget
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Good to know: If you don’t 

have the budget for the songs 

you want:

• Have a plan b (and c) at hand

• Ask for alternatives 

• Use free copyrights 

(recording or composition) 

• Make your own

• Use production music



LICENSING PROCESS 
“World, All media, Perpetuity” 
in Film/Documentary/Short film/Drama  licensing 

Territory: 

• Usually Worldwide requested but less

territories can lower the price 

• If not worldwide - make sure to negotiate 

relevant options if there’s any international 

aim/ potential!

• Not having options cleared might cause 

problems 

• song use might denied or is not possible 

for other territories 

• new clearing process can take time or is 

not possible 

• unexpected surprises in pricing
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Media: 

• Generally “all media” is the easiest and most 

common way to go 

• excluding some rights like “Theatrical” in TV 

Drama productions can lower the price. 

License period / Term:

• Usually Film / TV Drama is licensed for 

“Perperuity” which means forever 

• in some cases the rights might be limited to 5-

10 years. 

→ Who’s keeping track on when the license 

expires? 



LICENSING PROCESS 
Crediting 
Who should be credited for music in 

end credits of a production?

• Song name

• Song writers

• Artist

• Label 

In Nordics Publisher is often also 

mentioned as well as the recording year 

of a master 

Anna mulle tähtitaivas – Katri Helena 

Säv & San Jukka Kuoppamäki

(p) 1992 Fazer Finnlevy

(c) Warner Chappell Music Finland 
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LICENSING PROCESS 
Cue sheet  
Cue sheet is one of the most important tools you have!

• Is a log of all the music used in a film / television production

• Should list detailed info on all parties involved with the music being used 

• cue sheet is very important and the copyright societies / performing right societies (such as 

Teosto AND foreign societies) use it for paying royalties. 

• Music Publishers usually also ask for the cue sheet for tracking purposes

• Keep in mind that if you want your production to travel internationally it’s key to have a proper 

cue sheet and paper trail so you can get the production sold to other countries, Netflix etc.. 

Cisac Cue Sheet Standards & Rules document pack: 

https://members.cisac.org/CisacPortal/documentPack20.do?method=detail&id=192
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https://members.cisac.org/CisacPortal/documentPack20.do?method=detail&id=192


LICENSING PROCESS - Cue sheet  
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EXAMPLE

Cisac Cue sheet also here (site in Finnish) https://www.teosto.fi/ohjeita-elokuvien-ja-ohjelmien-tuotantoyhtioille/

https://www.teosto.fi/ohjeita-elokuvien-ja-ohjelmien-tuotantoyhtioille/


LICENSING PROCESS 
How to succeed in placing original music in my 
production?

Some keys to success in music licensing: 

- Be as EARLY as you can with the process (= contact the publishers/labels as early as you can) 

- BUDGET your music needs (realistically) 

- Choose songs according to your budget (hits are generally always more expensive)

- Have plan B’s in mind / cleared

- Ask for help / suggestions that fit your needs (Publishers,  labels , music supervisor etc)

- Check possibilities for collabs, bulk deals etc if you need any 

- KEEP TRACK on you licensing process (excel, cue sheet etc..) 

Examples of recently released Finnish productions with a lot of original music

MUNKKIVUORI (Jani Volanen – Rabbit Films – Elisa Viihde) 

DANCE BROTHERS (Taito Kawata - Endemol shine – Netflix & Yle co-production) 
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Useful links 

Teosto/NCB – Price lists: https://www.ncb.dk/index.php/using-music/

Gramex webshop: https://shop.gramex.fi/fi/shop

Teosto infoa tuotantoyhtiöille: 

https://www.teosto.fi/ohjeita-elokuvien-ja-ohjelmien-tuotantoyhtioille/

Writer search: 

• Global: Ascap / BMI song search: https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/

• Finnish: Fono www.fono.fi (In Finnish) (Up to 2022) 

• Finnish: Suomalaisten äänitteiden tietokanta 1901 – 1999 https://fenno.musiikkiarkisto.fi/

Kustantajien AV lisensointi-info (Finnish) 

https://www.musiikkikustantajat.fi/tietoa/musiikin-kaytto-av-tuotannoissa/

2022 Raportti “Musiikin käyttö AV-Tuotannoissa” (Finnish) 
https://www.musiikkikustantajat.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/musiikin-kaytto-av-tuotannoissa-
raportti.pdf
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https://www.musiikkikustantajat.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/musiikin-kaytto-av-tuotannoissa-raportti.pdf


• https://www.musiikkikustantajat.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/av-tuotannot-2021_.pdf
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https://www.musiikkikustantajat.fi/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/av-tuotannot-2021_.pdf


Questions? 

Marja Kortelainen

Creative & Licensing Manager 

Warner Chappell Music Finland |

marja.kortelainen@warnerchappell.com // p. +358 44 077 1001 20

mailto:marja.kortelainen@warnerchappell.com


Suomen Musiikkikustantajat ry

Urho Kekkosen katu 2 C

00100 Helsinki

09 5860 870

info@musiikkikustantajat.fi
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