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About today’s lecture

• Today’s lecture is a reading group. We will read Döpper, H., MacKay, A., Miller, N. &
Stiebale, J. (2023). Rising markups and the role of consumer preferences (tech. rep.).
DICE

• Learning to read papers and to learn from papers is a key skill to be learned.
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What to evaluate in a piece of (structural IO) research?
1 What is the research question?
2 Why would one be interested? and how do the authors motivate the reader on the

importance of the research question?
3 What is the contribution, i.e., how does the paper add to our knowledge / toolbox?
4 What existing papers are relevant (come close) to the paper?
5 What’s the data? Is it fit for purpose - why and/or why not? Do you learn something

useful from the descriptive analysis in relation to the objective of the paper?
6 What’s the model? does it fulfill the criteria we discussed in lecture 1 on the requirements

of structural models? what is good and not so good about the model?
7 Do you understand the estimation procedure? are you satisfied it is done correctly?
8 What are the key results re estimated parameters?
9 If there are any counterfactuals, are they well motivated? Well executed? What do we

learn?
10 What are the key conclusions based on the empirical exercise?
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Figure 1
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Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Figure 4
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Figure 5
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Figure 6
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Figure 7
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Figure 8
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Figure 9

Toivanen ECON-L1350 Lecture 6 16 / 18



Table 5

Toivanen ECON-L1350 Lecture 6 17 / 18



Figure 10
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