
Sustainable design S1
– course introduction
Tatu Marttila, Mikko Jalas, Anubhuti Bhatnagar
Monday 22.4.2024



Contents
• Teacher introductions

• Course information, assignments, evaluation 

• Course schedule & syllabus

22.4.2024
2



Teachers on the course



Tatu Marttila (D.A.)
Senior lecturer in Design for Sustainability

Main teaching responsibilities: 
• English BA Design
• Creative Sustainability Master’s 

Programme

Research focus: Transition research, 
strategic codesign, service design, 
ecodesign

Other interests: Education for SD, 
Circular economy, Urban CO2 monitoring



Mikko Jalas (PhD)
Associate professor, Co-Innovating for Circular 
Solutions

Teaching: 
• Creative Sustainability
• BA Sustainable Design
• Aalto BIZ

Research: 
• Time use, renewable energy, energy efficiency, 

DIY

Emerging interests: 
• Energy justice
• Eco-welfare state



Anubhuti Bhatnagar (D.Sc., Tech)
Teaching assistant for Design for 
Sustainability

Research focus: Social life cycle 
assessment of textile waste

Other interests: Circular economy, 
Environmental assessment, Biomass 
conversion process



Course schedule & 
practicalities



Sustainable Design course 2024
Welcome to the Sustainable Design course!

This BA-level course introduces major sustainability concerns and connects them 
to contemporary production processes and consumption patterns. 

• Course code: ARTX-C1008 / Teaching period: V / Credits: 6 ECTS

• Teaching days on Mondays (13:15–16:00) and Fridays (9:15–12:00)

• Teaching locations in Otaniemi vary from session to another – please, 
see course schedule for details, however, main location in A-Grid Jeti

• Contact teacher for the whole course: Tatu Marttila (tatu.marttila@aalto.fi)
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Course assignments and grading
• Independent assignments (30% of grade evaluation):

• Personal carbon footprint calculation (for session 2) (P/F)
• Labels and product standards for sustainability (for session 3) (P/F)
• Communicating sustainability (for session 4) (grade 1–5)
• Assessment and redesign exercise (for session 8) (grade 1–5)  

• Project work in groups (30%) 
• Group work with conceptual design case (sessions 9-12) (grade 1–5) 

• Learning diary (40%): 
• Writing personal learning diary (throughout the course) (grade 1–5) 
• Please note that the language can be either English, Finnish or Swedish!

• Detailed descriptions and evaluation matrix available at MyCourses!
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Course schedule & tasks
Sustainable design course – sessions and locations:
• Mon 22.4. (Jeti - A208d, A Grid) – Intro to course & sustainability
• Fri 26.4. (Jeti - A208d, A Grid) – Multi-level design model: Positioning design strategies
• Mon 29.4. (Jeti - A208d, A Grid) – Tools to guide product design and certify performance
• Fri 3.5. (Jeti - A208d, A Grid) – Communicate sustainability with design
• Mon 6.5. (Maari C-D [Win] 184-186, Maarintalo) – Sustainability research: Edupack & materials
• Fri 10.5. (Jeti - A208d, A Grid) – Assessign sustainability
• Mon 13.5. (Jeti - A208d, A Grid) – Redesign & communication of improvement
• Fri 17.5. (U119 / M240 / M237, Otakaari 1) – Assessment & redesign presentations
• Mon 20.5. (Jeti - A208d, A Grid) – Case work kick-off
• Fri 24.5. (Jeti - A208d, A Grid) – Case work continues
• Mon 27.5. (U119 / M240 / M237, Otakaari 1) – Interim check & tutoring sessions for groups
• Fri 31.5. (only in Zoom) – Final deliverables check-up & tutoring session
• Mon 3.6. (U119 / M240 / M134, Otakaari 1) – Final presentations
• Fri 7.5. (no class) – Finalize diary & course feedback, independent work
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Week 1 (Mon 22.4. – Fri 26.4.):
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Week 2 (Mon 29.4. – Fri 3.5.):
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Week 3 (Mon 6.5. – Fri 10.5.):
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Week 4 (Mon 13.5. – Fri 17.5.):
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Weeks 5–6 (20.5. – 31.5.):
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Week 7 (Mon 3.6. + finalisation):



Recommended practices / 
housekeeping
• Be active in the class. If you feel comfortable, introduce yourself when you 

ask a question or make a comment…
• Bring a laptop to the class – we use online whiteboards!
• If you did not get the chance to ask a question or want to make an 

anonymous comment, you can use the course Presemo board at  
https://presemo.aalto.fi/sud2024

• All the materials can be found in MyCourses, and the main 
communication channel is MyCourse’s ‘Announcements’ page

• Assignment boxes have deadlines: Please observe them!
• The reflections/learning diary is something that benefits your learning: 

Start writing it from the very beginning…
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Thanks!


